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 On Tuesday, November 12th, the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction (WDPI) released district report cards evaluating every pub-
licly funded school and district across Wisconsin. 

Annually released, Waunakee did not fail to impress the rest of the 
state for yet another consecutive year. While forming this report card, 
the WDPI takes into consideration student achievement, growth, clos-
ing gaps and on-track and post-secondary success. 

Waunakee’s statewide performance proved nothing below impres-
sive, and all of the scored priority areas came out exceeding nearly 
every statewide average. 

Overall, Waunakee Community School District was declared to 
“significantly exceed expectations” as a whole, earning 5 stars and to-
talling a rating of 85.0 out of 100. 

Paying close attention to the four priority areas, Waunakee met ex-
pectations in the closing gaps category, exceeded expectations in the 
district growth category and significantly exceeded expectations in the 
student achievement and the on-track and post-secondary categories. 

See EXAMS w Page 2

In previous years, Waunakee Community High School has gone 
about exam schedules in a block format. This often resulted in students 
having the majority of their finals in the first two days of exam week.

For the upcoming exam week (Tuesday, January 21st through Fri-
day, January 24th) and potentially for all finals weeks following, the 
high school will be following a modified version of exam week. This 
means there will be a maximum of two finals per day. This contrasts 
the past, when there used to be three or even four finals crammed into 
a single day. 

“We had issues last year carving out enough time to make sure all 
students were able to test,” said Principal Brian Borowski, one of the 
individuals behind the schedule rewrite. 

Graphic courtesy of Brian Borowski
This draft of the new exam schedule was released early in December. Its final form is still under consideration. This semester, 
exam week will take place from Tuesday, January 21st to Friday, January 24th.

This new system will follow Waunakee 
High School’s typical A/B schedule. This will 
spread exams apart further, and thus will pro-
vide some students more time to prepare for 
their exams. 

Starting last year, a committee of teachers 
began reviewing the old system. Many had 
found problems with the old system, as it re-
quired many teachers at once to proctor differ-
ent exams. Teachers with four to five classes 
often found themselves running around to all 

Aly Kinzel
Reporter

See REPORT CARD w Page 3

“I... think that our curriculum is one step ahead.”

Senior Kennedy Turner

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction website
This chart sums up the district’s performance.
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wNews Briefs
Waunakee arts students 
share voices at conference

On Monday, December 2nd, several 
Waunakee High School arts students at-
tended the Art of Writing Young Authors 
& Artists Conference at the Milwaukee Art 
Museum. The Waunakee delegation con-
sisted of primarily juniors and seniors, and 
joined several hundred students from schools 
around Wisconsin. Throughout the day, at-
tendants toured the art museum and brain-
stormed ideas for writing and art. At the 
end, every student had the chance to con-
tribute to a student writing and art anthol-
ogy, The Art of Writing.

Waunakee High School 
ranked high for STEM

of their classes to help with any problems that 
could have popped up. There were also some 
issues regarding the students ─ including mak-
ing sure all students were able to test. Further, 
some teachers and students voiced concern 
over having to take more than two exams in 
a single day. 

Because of these issues, the staff and Princi-
pal’s Council, a student focus group, voted to 
modify the existing exam schedule. 

“This model eliminates [these] concerns,” 
said Borowski. 

With the new model, if students have any 
questions, they are able to direct them to their 
teacher in a timely matter, as each teacher only 
has one class to worry about at a time. 

“I think it’s a good idea because I won’t 
have to rearrange my finals anymore,” said 
junior Faryn Cramer, who is a member of the 
Principal’s Council. 

The current exam schedule is still in a gray 
area. Some modifications may still be made 
while the schedule is finalized. 

However, it will definitely follow an A/B 
schedule, only lengthened to fill Tuesday 
through Friday.

EXAMS
wContinued from page 1

Monday of finals week will have no school. 
On the following morning, the first exam will 
take place at 9:30 a.m., and the second exam 
will conclude at 1:30 p.m. Before and after, 
there will be a “Contact Time hybrid” for 
which teachers may request students. If unre-
quested, students may treat this time as open 
campus time. 

Teachers may also use the Contact Time hy-
brid for grading work.

Exam day one will start with the 1B exam 
and 3B exam, day two will have the 1A exam 
and 3A exam, day three is the 2B exam and 4B 
exam and finally day four is the 2A exam with 
the 4A exam. 

There will also be a lunch break between 
each exam. 

If a class, such as an Advanced Placement 
class or choir, does not have an exam, the 
teacher of the class is still required to have 
some kind of activity during the period. This 
means students in these classes will not auto-
matically be excused.

“I liked [the old system],” said senior Ha-
leigh Conners. “I thought it was better pacing 
and less stressful for me. I thought it was bet-
ter because I was able to focus on that day’s 
finals and not other classes.”

“In the event [the schedule includes] open 
campus, I don’t mind because it’s basically the 
same as before,” said junior Sean Hall. 

A long-desired addition to the exam sched-
ule is the new rule that no exams will start 
before 9:30 a.m. This will hopefully provide 
students more time in the morning to prepare 
or sleep. 

“... I won’t have to rearrange my 

finals anymore.”

Junior Faryn Cramer

Business instructor helps high school receive W!SE Blue Star
Claire Borgelt

Reporter

In October, Waunakee High School received 
the W!SE Blue Star School award. Business 
and financial education instructor Joan Gard 
was specifically honored for her work in help-
ing the high school to attain this award.

Gard received Gold Star teacher status for 
her work as instructor of elective Dollars & 
Sense, which teaches basic financial literacy.

The W!SE Blue Star School award can be 
earned by schools that have achieved an 80% 
passing rate on the W!SE Financial Literacy 
Certification Test, and either have an average 
score of either 85% or have a majority of stu-
dents in a given grade level complete the test. 

“Every Dollars & Sense student takes the 
W!SE financial literacy pre-test and post-test,” 
said Gard. 

The test includes 50 questions that are re-
lated to money management, banking, credit, 
insurance and investing.

“The Dollars & Sense curriculum covers all 
of these concepts, so it is exciting to see the 
improvement for all students from the pre-test 
scores to post-test scores.  

“If a student passes the test, they receive a 
Financial Literacy certificate,” said Gard, re-
ferring to the W!SE certification.

“We are truly proud of these 

students’ accomplishments.”

W!SE Executive Vice President 

David Anderson
Gard’s class had a 93% passing rate, putting 

it well within the range of the award.
“I was proud of all of the Dollars & Sense 

students for performing so well on the test that 
we were recognized as a Blue Star School, as 
well as my one class who helped me earn the 
Gold Star status,” said Gard.

This award is considered an honor by both 

state and district standards. 
“We are truly proud of these students’ ac-

complishments,” read the statement from 
W!SE executive vice president David Ander-
son.

He manages the financial literacy certifica-
tion program for W!SE.

“We are equally proud of the teachers who 
helped them become certified [as] financially 
literate. Through personal finance instruction, 
they have given their students vital knowl-
edge… and provided them with the tools they 
need to become financially capable. This com-
mitment and dedication is admirable,” said 
Anderson.

Additionally, Principal Brian Borowski has 
expressed his appreciation of Gard as a dedi-
cated teacher. 

“Ms. Gard is an exceptional educator,” he 
said. “She works hard to ensure the success of 
all her students. We are very happy to have her 
here.” 

In order to earn this award, Ms. Gard has 
contributed to the success of many students, 
and sent them on the path to making informed 
financial decisions. 

Typically, the passing rate of classes at 
Waunakee is around 94% ─ and the mainte-
nance of this rate is no small task. Educators 
like Ms. Gard work to keep every student on 
track for graduation.

“Ms. Gard is an 

exceptional teacher.”

Principal Brian Borowski

Photo by Callie Kesilewski
Waunakee High School business instructor Joan 
Gard helped her students achieve a remarkably 
high financial literacy rate.

On Friday, November 8th, Newsweek 
released its ranking of the nation’s leading 
STEM high schools. Waunakee High School 
was ranked 1018th of 30,000 high schools for 
its priority and excellence in teaching STEM 
classes. The ranking analysis of the 30,000 
schools required three years and a partner-
ship between the company Newsweek and 
the website STEM.org to find America’s top 
STEM schools.

-compiled by Sydney Jezik
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The majority of the overall percentage rate 
is determined by the student achievement 
growth, weighted at 43.7%, so scoring 90.5 
out of 100 in this category was extremely ben-
eficial to the numerical projection of Wauna-
kee Community School District. 

Waunakee High School Associate Principal 
Deanne Lensert believes that the tests used to 
collect this data are accurate in projecting the 
academic ability of Waunakee students com-
pared to other students throughout the state, 
but that there is also much more to be consid-
ered.

“I think that test scores are one indication 
of success and achievement, but not the whole 
picture,” she said. 

“With the community support, Waunakee 
does a great job overall supporting students. 
Part of putting pressure on for success is to 
support that overall achievement.”

With all of these numbers come benefits 
from the WDPI, including the level of sup-
port that the high-performing districts receive. 
Lower-performing districts receive state inter-
vention, whereas the high-performing districts 
receive rewards and recognition. 

Much of Waunakee’s academic praise and 
recognition is thanks to the WDPI and how 
they highlight the high school’s excellence.

Ever since the WDPI started releasing these 

“... Test scores are... not 

the whole picture.”

Associate Principal Deanne Lensert

statewide report cards in 2011, Waunakee has 
significantly scored above the state averages. 
So what makes the students at Waunakee excel 
above other students in the state? 

“I think we live in such a small community 
that there’s not a lot of distractions outside of 
school, so kids tend to focus on succeeding in 
school more,” said Kennedy Turner, a senior 
who is familiar with the WDPI projection tests 
that she has been taking for years. 

“I also think that our curriculum is one step 
ahead of other schools, just from what I have 
heard.”

Waunakee high school English instructor 
Susan Hart would agree. 

Hart said, “We have high expectations for 
our students and hold them to high academic 
standards. 

“We also have many highly motivated stu-
dents with a strong work ethic.”

Waunakee proves to be an academically ex-
celling and growing district based on the re-
ported scores by the WDPI compared to other 
schools in the state. 

It will continue to grow and excel if the cur-
riculums and taught material continue to ben-
efit the student population.

Waunakee High School has consistently 
ranked in the top percentiles for Wisconsin 
high schools. This is thanks in part to teacher 
and parent help, as well as financial and home 
situations, but can of course be particularly 
credited to the students themselves.

“We have high expectations 

for our students.”

English Instructor Susan Hart

Students strike up a “Generation Conversation”
Emma Nelson

Reporter

In a school and town with so many types of 
people, high schoolers may tend to stay within 
their bubble. It can be difficult to step outside 
and make connections with those who are dif-
ferent, but to do is an essential part of life. 

A group of students at Waunakee High 
School are making this leap through a charity 
initiative called Generation Conversation.   

“Generation Conversation is a pen pal pro-
gram linking students in the Waunakee Com-
munity School District to senior citizens in the 
community [through the organization Wauna-
kee Senior Center]. Both students and senior 
citizens can suffer from loneliness, or may not 
be as connected to their family and others as 
they wish,” said senior Kylea Uppena, one of 
the minds behind Generation Conversation. 

“The program aims to provide both genera-
tional groups with insight into and understand-
ing of a different generation’s views and expe-
riences. This will promote a sense of respect 
and understanding in the community, allowing 
for positive growth and interconnectedness.”

The project was dreamed up by Uppena 
and her classmates, seniors Peyton Meyer and 
Allison Hoffman, before being brought to the 
attention of the Senior Center.

It was developed over the course of the sum-
mer as a community service project through 
the high school’s Future Business Leaders of 
America club (FBLA). 

The goal was to bring generations together 
through a program that would allow for both 

“This will promote a sense of 

respect and understanding.”

Senior Kylea Uppena

Photo submitted by Kylea Uppena
Seniors Allison Hoffman, Kylea Uppena and 
Peyton Meyer with Senior Center services 
director Cindi Mosiman.

sides to learn and connect with each other.
“The program also entails pen pal meet-ups 

with enrichment activities, allowing students 
to teach senior citizens about technology [so] 
they can use the learning to communicate with 
their own family members... ‘bridge the gap’ 
in communication,” said Uppena. 

While these letters may seem simple, the 
connection goes far beyond weekly notes. In 
a discussion about her favourite memory from 
the project, Uppena mentioned a time she got 
to meet one of the pen pals in person. 

“I even got to meet one of our pen pals in 
person, Sharon Saxby, and she spoke of her 
connection to [Waunakee High School] senior 
Jared Lenzendorf. She attends all the football 
games and gets to see Jared play. Connections 
like these prove to me that the project is mean-
ingful and beneficial,” said Uppena. 

The project has already paired up 25 stu-
dents with pen pals, and is always looking to 
grow. 

Students involved are provided with the op-
portunity to learn and see a new perspective, 
as well as develop meaningful connections. 

Interested students should talk to Uppena, 
Meyer or Hoffman to get started.

“I love this project. Through [it] I have 
come to learn about the amazing work the Se-
nior Center does and I have developed the ut-
most respect for the staff and patrons... I have 
connected with some extraordinary pen pals,” 
said Uppena. 

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction website
The report compiles the school demographic 
information as well.

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction website
The report devotes several sections the school’s 
priorities and growth and student attendance.
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On Monday, December 9th, 
Waunakee High School held an AL-
ICE drill, during which students were 
instructed on how to act in the case of 
an active shooter incident. 

During the drill, preparation 
mostly focused on what to do if a 
mass shooter attempts to massacre a 
school. We were instructed to barri-
cade doors and hide in the corner. 

All of this seemed to be very fo-
cused on the kind of mass shooter or 
shooters from high profile shootings 
like Columbine or more recently in 
Parkland. While the school should 
definitely prepare us to safely re-
spond to shootings of that nature, it is 
not necessarily accurate to the kinds 
of shootings we are most likely to 
face. 

In recent weeks there have been 
many safety threats around the state, 
and they took many forms. In early 

November, a woman in West Bend 
reported seeing a social media post 
threatening a school shooting, and the 
school was put on lockdown. Later in 
Waukesha, a student came to school 
with a pellet gun and after a confron-
tation with the police during which 
he did not comply, the police shot 
and injured the student. In Oshkosh, a 
student allegedly stabbed the school’s 
student resource officer before being 
shot himself by that officer. Even 
more recently in Middleton, schools 
were closed after students threatened 
violence over social media.

Incidents in which a student who 
is incapable of committing a mass 
shooting, but still clearly threatens 
the safety of other students engages 
with law enforcement are becoming 
shockingly common. 

Though the relatively low number 
of casualties for these threats is im-
portant to note and the law enforce-
ment involved should be commend-
ed for its work, their successes in 

preemptively stopping violence does 
not mean that the same will neces-
sarily happen the next time this type 
of situation arises. These situations 
presented grave risks to the safety 
of students in many of Waunakee’s 
neighboring districts, and Waunakee 
students should be prepared for them 
as well.

Unfortunately, ALICE drills fail to 
emphasize these types of situations. 
While it is critical that students un-
derstand how to respond in the case 
of a mass shooting, ALICE drills do 
not do enough to prepare students 
for the types of violent incidents that 
have become so prevalent in this state 
over the last few months. 

The school has done and con-
tinues to do a fantastic job keeping 
its students safe, and incorporating 
preparation for these kinds of inci-
dents into future ALICE drills could 
help keep students even safer as this 
type of situation continues to become 
more common.

School parking situation needs improvements

At Waunakee High School, there 
are five parking lots that are available 
for student use. While that sounds like 
a large number at first, it really is not. 
Two of those five sit on the desolate 
western end of campus and generally 
stay mostly empty, except during ath-
letic events. 

Lot F generally only gets use from 
Endres Manufacturing employees and 
for storing mulch and soccer goals. 
Nobody wants to park there because 
they are so far away and there is no 
sidewalk or crosswalk connecting the 
rest of the school grounds with Lot F. 
That essentially leaves three lots re-
maining. 

We need more parking that is clos-
er to the school building. Utilizing the 
former “natural space” along Eighth 
Street, which is now mostly a barren 
grass patch after the ash tree removal, 
or the grassy area next to the Field-

house are possibilities. Those would 
be great places to move the lightly 
used motorcycle and moped park-
ing due to their limited sizes, which 
would allow a number of additional 
spaces for students closer to the main 
office entrance. 

Nonetheless, a major problem with 
the “upper” lots is that the two entry/
exit points are all at one end. Thus, 
there is often major traffic congestion 
associated with those chokepoints. 
Perhaps adding a third exit/entrance 
from Community Drive could help 
solve that problem. In addition, it 
would be a fine idea to permanent-
ly have the yellow speed bumps re-
moved or use a different traffic calm-
ing method. 

While speed bumps sound like a 
great idea to keep traffic moving slow-
er, the yellow ones “feel” the same 
when traveling both at the speed limit 
or at a reduced speed. 

Instead of the current bumps, the 
administration should look into the 

purchase of heavy-duty rubber speed 
bumps. These would be more effective 
than the current bumps because cars 
would actually have to slow down to 
travel over them. There is already a 
highly effective set of rubber bumps 
located on the alley next to WNC. 

An additional issue is that the north 
side of the upper lots does not have 
a sidewalk for much of its length. If 
students want to stay out of the way 
of others racing through the lot, they 
have to trudge through a snow drift or 
large mud puddle. 

Creating a sidewalk or path that 
completely encircles the entire build-
ing is an excellent idea that should be 
pursued. It is an important safety mea-
sure that makes it easier for bikers and 
pedestrians to get to school. 

There is no perfect system to man-
age all the school’s parking needs, but 
there are many relativley easy steps 
the administraton can take to improve 
the convienience and saftey of park-
ing at the school.
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Over the past couple months, a group 
made up of students, staff, and administra-
tion has been working to create a new final 
exam schedule. The new schedule will be a 
major change from previous years, as a result 
of continued enrollment growth. 

Exams will be spread out over the entire 
four-day week, rather than just the first cou-
ple days. Each student will only be able to 
have two exams per day. There is only open 
campus during study halls.  AP teachers can 
use their time to continue teaching if they’d 
like. Despite all of the stress of finals, stu-
dents will still have to learn new material be-
tween their exams! 

The focus should be 100% on finals, not 
normal classes. Thus, there will be no full 
“free days” on the back end of the week, 
which has always been an excellent time 
for students to relax before the new semes-
ter begins. Many students enjoyed having 

their exams on only the first two days of the 
week, rather than needing to come in every 
day. Some would like to cram them on Tues-
day to get them over with. The added time al-
lowed them to work more hours at their job, 
take some time to rest, or hang out with  their 
friends.

In addition, each day’s schedule will be 
based on normal class periods. 1B and 3B 
one day, 1A and 3A the next, and so on. One 
benefit of this change for staff is that they will 
be able to proctor their own exams. It doesn’t 
exactly make much sense for a music teacher 
to be proctoring a math exam. With the new 
schedule, staff will not have to move between 
several rooms of students, reducing their stress 
by allowing them to stay in a single location. 
Other suburban high schools like Verona, De-
Forest, and Middleton use a similar variation 
of our new schedule. 

However, the tradeoff of allowing staff to 
be stationary for student free time isn’t exact-
ly fair to those who like to finish exams right 

away in a day or two. Now, that option has 
evaporated. 

It is understandable that Waunakee wants 
to be aligned with our neighbors, but being 
unique is nice as well. Simply because Diet 
Coke made a change doesn’t mean that Pepsi 
has to follow suit. 

The biggest flaw is having exams in the 
middle of the day, not at the beginning or the 
end. Students will report at 9:30 and be done 
by 1:30. What about students that have jobs? 
If all of the exams were in the morning or af-
ternoon only, a student could work a full shift 
and/or be finished by noon to do things with 
their friends. 

Overall, the new final exam schedule does 
have many flaws. However, it is the first 
year of this revised schedule. There will be 
a chance for staff and hopefully students to 
provide input and work out several kinks. 
That way, scheduling flexibility like what was 
done in the past could possibly be preserved if 
there is enough interest. 

The intersection of Eighth Street and South 
Century Avenue is one that sees frequent use 
from students and staff on their way to school 
each day. Most of the time, the intersection is 
fully functional and traffic moves smoothly 
in each direction. However, before and after 
school, the intersection sees both heavy vehic-
ular congestion and steady pedestrian traffic. 
Last month’s incident in which a Waunakee 
student was hit by a vehicle before school be-
gan initiated discussions on safety at Eighth 
and Century. While the crosswalk is painted in 
a terra cotta color to help drivers see pedestri-
ans, there are other improvements that should 
be made.

One problem with the traffic movements oc-
curs every morning. With many students and 
staff traveling southbound wanting to make a 
left on Eighth to get to school, a long queue of 
vehicles forms. Eventually, one frustrated in-
dividual decides to fly around everyone else in 
the travel lane-sized bike lane. These individ-
uals can create a dangerous situation for both 
pedestrians and the school crossing guard. The 
village reconstructed Century Avenue in the 
summer of 2017. The project created a marked 
bike lane on the side of the road, wide enough 
for a vehicle to pass people turning. It’s sur-
prising that a left turn lane for people wanting 

to turn onto Eighth Street was not included. It 
would be an easy project to do, only requiring 
a few cans of yellow and white paint. The bike 
lane along the road could serve as a passing 
lane, allowing Madison-bound commuters to 
continue around high schoolers wanting to 
turn left. This simple project would play a key 
role in decreasing congestion, particularly in 
the mornings, in the Century Avenue corridor. 

In addition, it would be a great idea to add a 
flashing yellow pedestrian signal at the inter-
section. In the traffic engineering world, these 
traffic control devices are known as rapid re-
peating flasher beacons, or RRFBs. There are 
already three of these on Century Avenue; one 
each at Legends Drive, Fifth Street, and Cen-
tennial Parkway. Others exist on Main Street, 
Peaceful Valley Parkway and Woodland 
Drive. These signals allow for pedestrians to 
cross the road safely while also alerting driv-
ers to them using lights and fluorescent yel-
low signs. RRFBs work especially well during 
times when a crossing guard is not present and 
in the evenings. However, according to the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation Traf-
fic Engineering, Operations, and Safety Man-
ual, generally pedestrian crossing signals have 
a minimum spacing of 1,200 feet as a “rule of 
thumb.” Looking at Eighth Street, the distance 
to the RRFB at Fifth Street is about 1,050 feet 
and Centennial Parkway is roughly 1,160 feet. 
Thus, the Department of Transportation might 

not allow the installation of an RRFB, but it is 
still worth a shot. According to pedbikesafe.
org, the average cost of an RRFB is $22,250, 
but costs can range anywhere from $4,000 to 
$52,000. Perhaps the village and school dis-
trict could share the cost of an RRFB to re-
duce the impact for both entities. According to 
a federal transportation research study, RRFBs 
“can reduce pedestrian crashes by 47%,” mak-
ing it easier for school students and others to 
cross roads safely.

Another option would be installing a raised 
crosswalk. These crosswalks raise the eleva-
tion of a pedestrian higher in the driver’s field 
of vision and closer to eye level, similar to the 
height of a speed bump. However, raised corr-
swalks, like speed bumps, can pose difficulties 
for village snowplow drivers. 

A third improvement could be bump outs. 
Bump outs are where the curb is pushed out, 
usually over a parking or bike lane, to bring 
pedestrians closer to vehicles. One example 
of a bump out exists at the South and Main 
RRFB. 

Overall, the intersection of Eighth Street 
and Century Avenue sees a lot of traffic each 
day from both drivers and pedestrians. Adding 
an RRFB and a southbound left turn lane is 
something that the village, school district, and 
residents should get behind. If something can 
be done to make it easier for pedestrians to 
cross a street, that project should be a priority. 
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Strong Opinions? express them.
The Purple Sage  accepts letters 
to the editor from students, staff, 
or community members. 

Letters should be 250 words or 
less, signed and delivered to 
room 1502. These letters will be 
published in the Opinion section.

The Purple Sage aims to provide 
a forum for free and responsible 

expression of student opinion. As 
such, students of ALL opinions 

are welcome to write guest 
columns. Anyone interested 

should contact Sam Kaufmann at 
21kaufmannsa@waunakeecsd.org.

Waunakee High School contains over 1000 
people. This means many hundreds of opin-
ions, hair colors, religious beliefs, sexual iden-
tities, academic and athletic abilities and shoe 
sizes are packed into one building. 

A great deal of acceptance or at least a great 
deal of vocal discipline is requisite for peace-
ful coexistence. However, many people can 
not even do that. (Including yours truly, some-
times.)

One group at the school that strives to serve 
as a safe haven for differences is the Gay-
Straight Alliance, or GSA club, which meets 
every Thursday in room 1111 for educative 
meetings about the LGTBQ+ community and 
to create a fun and nurturing experience.

This club and the safe space it entails, there-
fore, are made requisite by the school envi-
ronment surrounding it. Members of the club, 
queer and straight alike, share what they wish 
students knew about who they are.

First of all, freshman Kaleb Connors ex-
plained that the transition to Waunakee High 
can be an especially hard experience for those 
who do not fit the heteronormative standard, 
and his desire for that to change.

“For me, [the high school] has been a lot 
more negative,” he said. “I’ve experienced a 
lot of stares… I wouldn’t call it being a vic-
tim, but I’ve been harrassed in the bathroom 
for wearing jeggings and I have been stared 
at weird for having nail polish. That’s… part 
of my whole gender identity, and my kind of 
story.”

“For me… I wish that the school knew that 
being LGTBQ+ in general is something that 
should be awkward to talk about. I wish that 
people would talk about it more often, even if 
you are straight… it’s okay to have questions.” 

Conners told me that people tend to clam 
up and become embarrassed when the subject 
comes up. Sophomore Mikaela Colby talked 
about a potential reason for this immature be-
havior. 

“A lot of people think that being an ally 
means you’re also gay, or that you’re going to 

be somehow turned gay. Being an ally is real-
ly just making sure the LGTBQ+ community 
feels safe,” said Colby.  

“I think there’s also a lot of stigma around 
various sexualities. Like, being a lesbian, it 
makes you seem very sexual and very dirty. 
It creates a lot of internalized homophobia, 
which doesn’t just come from the outside, it 
comes from [inside the person] too, which 
drives a lot of kids to think they need to kill 
themselves.” With this, Colby refers to the pe-
rennially rising LGTBQ+ abuse and suicide 

rates. 
Colby mentioned she had lost friendships 

from coming out, including those with people 
at Waunakee High School. Even her own par-
ents began to treat her differently, and would 
no longer discuss relationships in any capacity 
with her. 

“I think that the fact that I like girls and not 
boys doesn’t make me different from anybody 
else… When [people who are LGTBQ+] come 
out, it’s actually because we live in such a het-
eronormative society and… you have to come 
out as trans, you have to come out as gay… 
but it’s not a big portion of my life, besides 
the fact that I’m dating someone who’s a girl.”

“I wish [the rest of the school knew that] 
there are more of us than they think,” said se-
nior Kayla Stolen. “Sometimes, when I hear 
people say questionable things about [the 
LGTBQ+], I wish they knew there are [peo-
ple who are queer] who hear those things and 
could be not feeling great because of it.”

The author of this article would like to say 
that the vast majority of LGTBQ+ students she 
knows are not fully out and are not members 
of the GSA. The “questionable things” Stolen 
referred to have a bigger impact on the people 
around them than the jokers know. 

So how can students at Waunakee be better 
allies to those who are a little different than 
themselves? Because the Golden Rule and the 
don’t-say-anything-if-you-can’t-be-nice rule 
don’t seem to work for everyone, the students 
at GSA offered up a few ideas upon my re-
quest.

“A big thing is trying to not use ‘gay’ as… 
negative at all,” said senior and GSA president 

Alex Poleski. 
“If [students] hear potentially questionable 

things, [they can] call it out,” said Stolen. 
“Because there’s a lot of statistics saying [the 
LGTBQ+] are more likely to be depressed, 
[I heard it said] in homeroom that it’s clear-
ly something wrong with them, and not just 
a reaction of people thinking negative things 
about them.”

“I think the students could be better allies 
by just trying to educate themselves more,” 
said Conners. “Even if it’s just asking, ‘what’s 
your pronouns.’ I think that makes me a better 
ally… not assume that all the boys are going 
to have a wife one day, all the girls are going 
to have a husband one day… ‘cause that’s just 
not how it is.”

 Junior Julia Bright advised that perse-
cution is not a necessary ingredient for being a 
nice person. “Being an ally doesn’t mean you 
have to know what it feels like. It just means 
that you’re there to support and fight for the 
LGTBQ+ community. Just be able to listen 
and be aware of whatever bias you might have.

“We are there to help those whose voices 

have been muffled and just support,” she said.”
At the end of his interview, Poleski talked 

to me about the GSA’s particular aims and 
strategies this year. “Our aim this year [is] 
education…. There’s a lot of misconceptions 
about the GSA, like… only certain people are 
allowed to go… you’re not really out of the 
club or in the club, you just come whenever, 
it’s really a support group.”

Finally, the club advisor, Computer Sci-
ence instructor Aaron Pavao, weighed in. “I 
love working with people who believe in de-
creasing world-suck,” he said in reference to 
the hopeful attitudes of the GSA students. “It 
helps me believe that humanity is going to turn 
out okay.”

When over a thousand people are crammed 
into one school, differences, dislikes and even 
actual disputes are bound to emerge at some 
time. One thing that does not have to emerge, 
however, in any shape or form, is prejudice. 
Therefore, students at Waunakee High School, 
certainly including me, should think first be-
fore they speak and act. 

The why and how of being nice to those around you
Sydney Jezik
News Editor

“I love working with people who 

believe in decreasing world-suck.”

GSA Advisor Aaron Pavao

“... There are more of us than 

they think.”

Senior Kayla Stolen

“We are there to help those whose 

voices have been muffled.”

Junior Julia Bright
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Do not be a mess, control your finals stress

The best holiday lights of the season to see with friends

Christmas break is approaching fast and 
so is finals. Naturally it’s every student’s fa-
vorite and least favorite time of year. Despite 
the cold winds, and short days, some students 
can’t wait for the holidays, but every student 
and teacher loves December because it means 
winter break.

A sacred week and a half off school that ev-
eryone starts counting down for after Thanks-
giving break. Yet, despite how relaxing and 
amazing the break is, it brings about the most 
stressful time of students lives.

That’s right, just two to three weeks after 
winter break is finals. Tests and homework are 
already becoming more abundant and stressful 
in preparation for this torturous event. When 
teachers and administration make the test 3 to 
4 times longer than necessary and make stu-
dents remember everything after 4 months of 

learning finals gets way more stressful.
It’s hard to deal with all the stress and 

studying, and many students don’t know how 
to deal with either. There are many ways to 
relieve stress, but one of the easiest and most 
natural ways is to exercise. 

A short exercise break can release endor-
phins that make you feel better, burn off calo-
ries, and help you focus.

If working out isn’t your thing progressive 
muscle relaxation is a popular method that can 
be done anywhere. You start at the top of your 
body and work down by tightening, holding, 
then releasing the major muscle groups in 
your body. 

Another easy way to stay focused when 
studying is to eat healthy since healthy meals 
and snacks improve your concentration and 
memory abilities. Fruits and vegetables are 
great choices that will give you more energy. 

Two easy ways to decompress during finals 
week that are so mundane they often get for-

gotten about are staying hydrated and getting 
enough sleep. Your brain works best when its 
hydrated, and because coffee dehydrates you, 
for every coffee you drink, drink a glass of wa-
ter. 

Pulling all-nighters are only harmful, get-
ting enough sleep is more important than 
getting an hour of extra study time. With this 
extra sleep it is more likely that students will 
retain the information better and be more en-
ergized to take your test. 

The last way to study better and lower your 
stress levels is to take breaks. Non-stop study-
ing will exhaust you and you will retain very 
little of the information. Studying in shorter 
chunks does more for the average student and 
allows every brain to retain more information. 

This time of year is one of the stressfullest 
of the whole year for almost every student. 
Use your winter break to re-energize, and then 
come back prepared for finals. Study smart to 
keep the stress away. 

There are many holiday activities that ev-
eryone enjoys in Waunakee. For example, 
spending time with family, decorating the 
house for the holidays, and looking at lights 
around town. 

One town favorite is to go during the holi-
days and look at the rotary lights in Waunakee, 
and if you have not been I highly recommend 
going. 

One of the best parts of the town holiday 
decorating in Waunakee is rotary lights, and 
the town would be much less festive without 
them. Since there is currently no snow this 
year, the lights are not at their best, but that 
shouldn’t stop you from going! The rotary 

club in Waunakee put on this christmas time 
light show and accepts donations. 

Another rotary light show that is beautiful 
around the holidays is in LaCrosse. Although 
LaCrosse is relatively far away from Wauna-
kee, the lights in the rotary show are definitely 
worth seeing. You can walk, take a car, or ride 
a carriage through the show and it is more than 
worth the trouble of driving to LaCrosse. Also 
it is free! A huge plus for those of us who are 
broke.

 Another place that I would recommend go-
ing to for the holidays is the Rotary Botanical 
Gardens in Janesville. This is a huge walk-
through garden that is absolutely covered in 
holiday cheer. There are also many gorgeous 
opportunities for holiday photos as well. All of 
these holiday rotary light locations are beauti-

Sydney Schumacher
Features Editior

Junior Sam Kaufmann uploads pictures to a website called Find a Grave. He found and 
recorded thousands of gravesites in the area in an effort to increase community bonds and 
historical knowledge within Waunakee.

Purple Sage: How did you get into finding graves and taking pictures of them?

Sam Kaufmann: I noticed the cemetery in St. John’s was missing a lot of graves/pic-
tures and I was going to get confirmed. You need service hours in order to get confirmed. 

 PS: Why did you choose this project instead of other service hour options? 

SK: I enjoy history and researching projects so this project appealed to me.

PS: Where are some places that you have photographed graves?

SK: St. John’s, Dane, Arlington, Middleton, Leeds, etc. It’s a long list.

PS: How can others participate in this?

SK: I encourage others to look up their relatives on the site, find their family, and make 
sure that their relatives are linked together. In addition, downloading the app is also sug-
gested. 

Photo by Sydney Schumacher
Junior Sam Kaufmann takes picture of graves and 
uploads them to Find A Grave.

Source: Rotary Lights Website
The logo for the Rotary International.

ful and going to any one of them will definite-
ly brighten your holiday!
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Winter Wonderland
Holiday Recipies

Winter doesn’t technically begin until December 
21st, but the weather continues to push that bound-
ary. It gets dark at 4:30 p.m., it’s below freezing, and 
dustings of snow are teasing us, but haven’t given 
us a storm heavy enough to warrant a snow day. So, 
with this current not-quite-winter weather, what is 
there to do?

With the current lack of snow and it being early in 
the season and all, it may seem like there are fewer 
options for winter activities. However, if you don’t 
mind staying inside, there are still plenty of things 
to do. Procrastinate your homework by wrapping, 
or ‘burritoing’, yourself in the softest blanket you 

Winter Activities
Sugar Cookies Ingredients  (makes 48):-2 ¾ cups flour-1 ½ cups white sugar-1 egg

-1 cup softened butter

-1 teaspoon vanilla extract-1 teaspoon baking soda-½ teaspoon baking powderDirections:Preheat oven to 375° (F). Stir together flour, baking soda, and baking pow-

der in a small bowl. In a separate larger bowl, cream together butter and sugar. 

Mix in egg and vanilla extract. Slowly mix in with the dry ingredients, a little 

at a time. When mixed, make dough into balls and place onto ungreased cookie 

sheet. Bake 8-10 minutes (or until browned) and let cool. If desired, frost and 

decorate!

Christmas Crackle

 Ingredients  (makes 48):

-3 cups Cheerios
-3 cups Rice Chex
-3 cups Wheat Chex

-2 cups Corn Chex

-1 cup pretzel sticks

-2-3 cups M&Ms
-24 oz white chocolate, plus an extra 

4-8 oz if needed

Directions:
In a large bowl, combine the Cheerios, Chex, pretzels and M&Ms. Mix them, 

making sure that everything is evenly distributed. Meanwhile, over a double boiler, 

melt the white chocolate according to the directions on the package. Once the choc-

olate has melted and is a smooth consistency, drizzle the chocolate over the cereal 

mix and combine with a wooden spoon or hands. Make sure all the cereal is covered 

in chocolate. If you need to melt the extra white chocolate to cover all the mix then 

go right ahead! Once the entire batch has been combined, lay it out to dry on a large 

sheet of parchment or wax paper. Let dry for one hour so the chocolate is cooled and 

hardened. Break it up into medium pieces and store in an airtight container in the 

refrigerator or freezer.

Over the winter season, family and friends gather 
for the holidays and are often brought together by 
the one thing that all humans love. Food. Cookies, 
cake, festive snacks and drinks are delicious around 
the holidays. Here are two recipes you can enjoy 
when you get together for some cheer with family 
and friends.

own. Find a soft surface, bed and couch are highly 
recommended, with a mug of hot chocolate or tea 
and read a book, watch Netflix, or just stare out 
the window and pretend you’re starring in a Hall-
mark Christmas movie. Relax however you want, 
and stay inside. Let’s be real; going outside in be-
low freezing temperatures when there’s no snow 
doesn’t serve much of a purpose other than to in-
crease your chances of hypothermia.

If snow ends up coming, grab some pals and 
head to the nearest hill. You’re never too old to 
whiz down a slope on a plastic disc with the fear of 
God in your eyes as you hope you don’t shoot into 
the woods at the bottom of the hill. 

If sledding isn’t your thing, but you still love 
whizzing down hills at breakneck speeds, try 
downhill skiing. Just be sure you know what 
you’re doing before you head out on that Black Di-
amond--there’s nothing more terrifying than flying 

down a hill at five million miles per hour when you 
have no idea how to turn or stop.

Not a thrillseeker? That’s fine. There are plen-
ty of other outdoor winter activities to try out. If 
you’ve been graced with godlike poise and bal-
ance, ice skating may be right up your alley. 

While ice skating can be a contact sport if you 
try hard enough, if you’re looking for something a 
little more rough, rope your friends into a snowball 
fight. Five points for the face, and a bonus ten if 
they shriek when little ice chunks go down their 
shirt.

Whether you’re someone who loves the out-
doors or would rather die than come into contact 
with nature, the freezing weather isn’t all that 
frightful, and the fire can be so delightful. If you’ve 
no place to go, just let it snow, watch a show, or eat 
cookie dough. Don’t let the cold weather deter you 
from having fun!

The holiday season is upon Waunakee, the 
decorations are up, presents are bought and there 
are Christmas trees everywhere in town, includ-
ing in our businesses. 

Christmas trees have long been a part of any 
traditional Christmas celebration, and while it is 
a gesture intended to be festive, it may actually 
be inclusive. It is no secret that the majority of 
our nation represents Christmas, however, 10% 
of Americans don’t celebrate it. Due to this fact, 

Payton Margenau
Reporter

Include all holidays businesses should not put up any specific holiday 
decorations.

Switch out a Christmas tree for a string of 
(non-colored) lights, or even some paper snow-
flakes. By putting up general holiday decora-
tions, shop owners are creating a sense of festivi-
ty for everyone, not just the majority of us.

People who don’t celebrate Christmas have 
long been excluded from the celebrations the 
winter season has to bring, and while some 
things might not get changed (i.e. Christmas mu-
sic on the radio), together we can work to include 
people from every background into the season of 
giving. 

Some may argue that it is unfair to ask a shop 
owner to give up their tree, and while it may 

It’s that time of year at school where people 
act like winter break isn’t about and for the sole 
purpose of giving students and staff the Christmas 
holiday off. It’s December where everyone is hap-
py to get almost two weeks off school, but every 
year rules seem to get stricter about what you can 
or can’t say about the winter holidays. Everyone 
knows that the break is for Christmas and is less 
about other holidays. 

Holiday policy
Tessa Pauls

Features Editor

Most of our nation’s school schedules are based 
on Christianity and their holidays. It’s just how 
school was set up and nothing has really changed; 
however, it has been changed from Christmas break 
to holiday break to what it now is, winter break. 

When looking at our school’s Holiday policy it 
doesn’t explicitly say that this break is to be called 
winter break or that teachers can’t decorate their 
rooms. The rule book rather talks about how re-
ligious holidays will only be talked about if it is 
for learning purposes to learn about customary 
traditions.“Displays or decorations will reflect a 
balanced perspective of multiple cultural traditions 
and will have an educational purpose.” 

These sort of rules can be great and have the 
promise to be meaningful since including all re-
ligions is very important and something the peo-
ple at this school strive for. The goal is to make 
sure everyone’s beliefs are valued, but our holiday 
policy doesn’t do that. Instead of teaching about 
all religions these winter holidays just aren’t ever 
mentioned.

 Instead of pretending that not every single 
member of students and staff knows it is Christ-
mas break instead of winter break, other religions 
should be taught about and there should be an 
environment of openness and acceptance instead 
of thinking that talking about religion is bad and 
against the rules. 

seem unfair, it makes perfect moral sense. No-
body wants to be left out or feel discluded, and 
Christmas-celebrating Americans have been un-
knowingly doing it for years. Now, with the new 
era of technology and awareness, people finally 
have a chance to make things right by including 
everyone.

It is true that no one can force a shop owner 
to take a tree down from their business, howev-
er; during the holiday season the hope is shop 
owners can look past their personal beliefs and 
put up a holiday display that benefits everyone’s 
beliefs. At the end of the day, Christmas has been 
the dominating force of the holiday season for a 
long time, and it should finally be time for all to 
celebrate, not just the majority.
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Top 5 movies to watch over break
Stella Birrenkott

Entertainment Editor
1. Frozen 2 
Frozen 2 premiered on November 22nd, 
and it rocked the box office with the 
sequel to the popular Disney film 
Frozen. Elsa and Anna are trying to 
figure out who is behind a mysterious 
voice coming from the enchanted 
forests, and the secrets of Arendelle. 
2. Santa Clause Trilogy
This Christmas trilogy, starring the 
brilliant Tim Allen, is one of the only 
movie trilogies that continue to get 
better and better. Scott is a divorced 
business man that accidentally kills 
Santa Claus on Christmas Eve while he 
has custody of his son, Charlie. Scott 
put’s on Santa’s suit and is sent to the 
North Pole where it is made aware to 
him that he has to be the new Santa 
Claus. This is per the Santa Clause. 

Santa Clause 2 is even better, with the 
premise of Scott needing to find a wife 
to continue being Santa Claus. Santa 
Clause 3 is arguably the best of the 
trilogy, casting the clever Martin Short 
as Jack Frost. 
3. Elf 
Elf is a holiday classic, starring the 
wonderful Will Ferrell as Buddy the elf, 
who is a human, raised by elves. Buddy 
travels to New York City to find his 
birth dad, Walter Hobbs. Elf is jam-
packed with the Christmas 
spirit, and is the perfect 
movie to watch during 
break. 
4. John Mulaney and 
the Sack Lunch Bunch
The charming comedian 
John Mulaney made a 
musical children’s special! 

John Mulaney and the Sack Lunch 
Bunch “A  Musical Children’s Special 
From a Man with Neither Children 
Nor Musical Ability” premieres on 
December 24th on Netflix featuring 
the impossibly amazing Sack Lunch 
Bunch. 
5. Christmas with the Kranks 
Christmas with the Kranks stars 
Tim Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis as 
a couple whose daughter won’t be 
home for Christmas. 

Frozen II was wonderfully worth the wait
Anna Alfred
Coluimnist

Editor’s Note: This review contains spoil-
ers. 

Frozen II is the long awaited sequel for Fro-
zen. Frozen was a movie first brought into the-
aters seven years ago! Now after a long wait, 
Disney has brought a suquel to the classic film 
and twisted even more shocking plots to the 
movie. 

This movie is bound to make you laugh, 
cry, smile and be put on the edge of your seat. 
Just after the two infamous sisters, Anna and 
Elsa thought their lives ruling over Arendelle 
were going smoothly, everything went bumpy. 

The movie throws new ‘villians’ at us, the 
elements of the earth. Frozen II starts out with 
a flashback onto the past of Anna and Elsa as 
younger children. 

Before going to bed, the two young prin-
cesses ask for a story about an Enchanted 
forest from their parents. After much hesita-
tion, Arendelle's king, their dad, agreed and 
told them a story about his experiences of an 
Enchanted Forest when he was nothing but a 
child. 

The story involves the people who lived in 
the forest (Nuthuldra) as well as the people of 
Arendelle. Both groups of people had agreed 
for a truce between each other. 

However, a terrible fight broke out, and the 
Enchanted Forest forces put a stop to the fight 
by laying a thick layer of fog and mist over 
the war. 

Elsa and Anna’s dad had been in that fight, 
but was saved by a mysterious voice, and no 
one knows who they were to this day. 

Back to present time, Elsa starts hearing a 
voice that supposedly is coming from the En-
chanted Forest. 

Being the duo they are, Anna and Elsa take 
on the dangerous journey of looking for that 
voice as well as hoping to find the mysteries 
and source of Elsa’s snow and ice wielding 
powers. 

Along the way, Elsa and Anna encounter 
many elements that the forest spews at them 
such as wind, fire, water, soldiers, warriors of 
the past and many, many more. 

The two sisters have to battle not only phys-
ical objects, but their emotions as they start to 
discover more and more about their parents' 
death, and the true reasons behind why Aren-
delle is not as honest as it may look. 

There are also many problems each char-
acter is battling themselves. Anna is only try-
ing to look after her sister, Christoph who has 
-spoiler alert- proposing plans? 

Olaf is still trying to figure out who ‘Sa-
mantha’ may be or what life would be like 
when he’s older.

 Although the initial audience is meant for 
children and family, there were many times 
the teenage audience and older would have 
had a good laugh. 

From the funny and serious musical num-
bers, to the little jokes and random facts shared 
by the one and only Olaf, this movie is bound 
to keep any audience entertained. 

Source: IMDb

Source: IMDb
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Source: IMDb

Repeat it
“Into the Un-
known” 
by Idina Menzel

This Frozen II 
song succeeds in 
vocals. 

Source: IMDb

Skip it
“Lost in the 
Woods” 
by Jonothan Groff
This Frozen II 
song wasn’t the 
best compared 
to the rest of the 
soundtrack.

Christmas classic excites
Brianna Daniels

Columnist

Source: IMDn

Editor’s Note: This review contains spoilers. 
With winter break right around the corner 

you might be looking for something to view 
during the holiday season and cure your winter 
break boredom. Christmas with the Kranks is 
the perfect film to help with both these things.

Christmas with the Kranks is a classic Christ-
mas film that was made in 2004, starring Jamie 
Lee Curtis and Tim Allen. 

The movie follows Luther and Nora Krank 
and their christmas season after their daughter 
Blair leaves for Peru to work with the Peace 
Corps. 

Usually well known for their Christmas fes-
tivity this Holiday season the Kranks decide to 
“skip” Christmas by using the money they usu-
ally spend during the season to go on a Carri-
bean cruise.

 However this does not go through well with 
neighbors and others in the community who 
continue to ridicule the Kranks for not celebrat-
ing. 

The Kranks go through a hilarious series of 
events during the holiday season when prepar-
ing for their cruise and when getting harassed 
by neighbors, until Blair surprises Nora and 
Luther by coming home from Peru for Christ-
mas break and is expecting the Krank’s annual 
Christmas party. 

The Krank’s rush to get back in the christmas 
spirit and plan a party in time for Blair’s return.   

Christmas with the Kranks is an amazing 
movie to get into the Christmas spirit and in-
clude in your holiday festivities. 

The movie centers around the theme of true 
meaning and giving of Christmas by proving 

that it is not about how much you spend on 
christmas but about the people you surrounded 
with. It also includes many scenes filled with 
Christmas traditions and beautiful holiday 
decorations that will get anyone excited for 
the twenty fifth. The film is also laced with hu-
mour to keep viewers entertained and laugh-
ing.

Christmas with the Kranks is also great for 
winter break because it is great for the whole 
family. With brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, 
and cousins all in town for the holidays some-
thing the entire family can enjoy is always ap-
preciated. 

Christmas with the Kranks is appropriate 
and has been enjoyed by many ages for years 

which makes it perfect for enjoying with the 
whole family over winter break.

The movie is available on Netflix, Amazon 
Prime, Youtube, and commonly airs on T.V. 
around Christmas time so almost anyone can 
tune in to watch.

Overall Christmas with the Kranks is a  
wonderful movie perfect for the upcoming 
winter break. 

With its themes of family and giving, and 
festive sets and scenes it’s perfect for getting 
watchers excited for christmas season. 

The movie’s humour and story keeps view-
ers entertained. The film is also great for any-
one young or old making it great for the time 
you’ll be spending with family and friends. So 
make sure to watch Christmas with the Kranks 
during this winter break.

Cartoon by Sammy Geraci
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The 
Gnome 
Rating 
System

What it means:
 It was awful!

Recommendation:
Not recommended 

at all

What it means:
 It was okay.

Recommendation:
Not recommended

What it means:
 It was good.

Recommendation:
Possibly recommended

What it means:
It was great!

Recommendation:
Recommended

What it means:
 It was phenomenal!

Recommendation:
Definitely 

recommended

Editor’s Note: This review contains spoil-
ers. 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’s third season 
premiered on Amazon Prime on December 
6th, and continued the story of the bright co-
median Midge Maisel, played by the equally 
bright and funny Rachel Brosnahan. 

In the previous two hit seasons, Midge Mai-
sel is a wealthy housewife living in a gorgeous 
apartment on the Upper West Side, with two 
small kids and a husband who is an aspiring 
comedian. 

Her husband Joel cheats on her with his sec-
retary, and leaves Midge to tell her parents. 

Heartbroken and drunk, Midge stumbles 
down to the comedy club where she spent so 
many nights supporting her husband and be-
gins to perform a stand-up set, and kills it. 

The straight-forward Susie Meyerson, 
played by the wonderfully talented Alex Bor-
stein, spots her and determines her to become 
someone big in comedy, and offers to manage 
her.

 From then on, Midge becomes Mrs. Mai-
sel, and begins her stand-up comedy career. 
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’s third season 
begins with Midge on tour with Shy Baldwin 
(Leroy McClain), a famous jazz singer. 

Midge tours across America with Shy and 
his crew, with one of them being Carol Keen, 
a bass guitarist played by the astonishing Liza 
Weil, who portrayed the ambitious Paris Geller 
in Gilmore Girls. 

Carol Keen might be based on Carol Kaye, 
a real-life bassist who played with the real-life 
Lenny Bruce, another character on the show.

 Midge is divorcing her husband Joel, who 
is realizing his dream of opening up a club in 
Chinatown. 

Midge’s parents, the charming Rose and 
Abe Weissman, gave up their elegant Upper 
West Side apartment because Abe quit his job 
as a professor at Columbia to become a writer, 
and Rose refused to get money from her oil-
rich family when they won’t allow her to join 
an all-male board. 

They move in with Midge’s in-laws, Moishe 
and Shirley Maisel. 

Susie is managing Midge’s former rival, So-
phie Lennon, who despite wanting to become 
a famous drama actress is a popular g-rated 
comedian. 

Susie helps Sophie get a lead in a Broadway 
play, but Sophie blows it in the most heart-
breaking way. 

While touring in Miami, Shy shares a per-
sonal piece of information with Midge, and 
reveals that he is gay. In the 1950’s, a gay 
African American jazz singer would not have 
made it very far in his career. 

While touring in Shy’s hometown of Har-
lem, the real-life comedian Moms Mabley 
plays before Midge at the Apollo, a huge ven-
ue. If you play the Apollo, you know you’ve 
made it as a performer. 

Midge doesn’t feel like she is good enough 
to follow Moms Mabley, but Shy’s manager 
Reggie, played by the well-known Sterling K. 
Brown from This Is Us, assures her that she 
should just talk about Shy. After all, this is his 
hometown. 

Midge goes on stage and makes some 
light-hearted jokes on the pigment of her skin 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel is genius
Stella Birrenkott

Entertainment Editor

compared to the general population of Harlem, 
which goes over quite well and warms her up 
to the crowd. 

She then begins to make jokes about Shy 
Baldwin, his “dainty, beautiful figure” and 
walking around in “Judy Garland shoes”. 

These jokes, while they seem innocent and 
charming, dance around gay stereotypes in the 
1950’s. Midge’s set almost outed the jazz sing-
er, and could have ruined his career. 

Midge isn’t aware of this, which shows how 
she is still somewhat naiive to the rest of the 
world from her elegant Upper West Side bub-
ble. 

This results in Midge and Susie showing 
up to the plane to depart for their international 
part of the tour to Reggie explaining that Shy 
doesn’t want Midge to tour with him anymore. 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel was created by 
the brilliantly talented Amy Sherman-Palladi-
no, who also created Gilmore Girls. 

The writing is radiantly funny, to a point 
where it’s almost genius. 

The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’s third season 
is on Amazon Prime, and has been green-light-
ed for a fourth. 

Editor’s Note: This review contains spoil-
ers.

Check your brain at the door for this one. 
This Netflix original cheesy christmas-themed 
romance is good for one and one thing only- 
emptying your brain. 

While Hallmark-style movies are always 
good for a predictable, light hearted, stress 
free viewing, there are some issues with this 
movie. 

The premise of this movie is about a 14th 
century English knight who ends up in the 
present day snowy Midwest over the holidays. 

Where he literally runs into a high school sci-
ence teacher named Brooke, almost getting 
run over in the street. 

Yes, you guessed it, (spoiler alert) they do 
fall in love .

The 14th century knight, Cole, must learn 
life lessons in order to travel back to the past, 
with a deadline of Christmas. 

There are many stereotypes in this type of 
try-hard movie. 

One being that the main character Brooke, 
is smart in her career of a science teacher, but 
acts dumb or clueless in almost every other as-
pect of her life. 

For example, she willingly gives Cole, 
a stranger, her car-despite the fact that he 
doesn't know how to drive it (and thinks he's 
a knight?) who proceeds to park the car in the 
middle of the street. 

Another archetype is the tough-love, ad-

Sydney Schumacher
Coluimnist

vice-giving relative, who tells Brooke to seek 
romance with Cole despite knowing nothing 
about him.

The un-realistic aspect that most movies 
have played a significant role in the plot of this 
movie. The main character lets Cole stay in 
her guest house-even though they are strang-
ers and he acts a little crazy. 

Brooke is played by Vanessa Hudgens, who 
famously played Gabriella in the High School 
Musical series. and Cole is played by Josh 
Whitehouse. Brooke ́s sister is played by Em-
manuelle Chriqui.

It's hard to get past the cringey moments 
and predictable ending, unless you go into 
your viewing with no expectations. After all, 
these types of movies are reserved for passing 
time. 

What else are you supposed to do on your 
winter break?

The Knight Before Christmas charm

Source: IDMb
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Boys basketball has strong start to the season
Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Sectional semi-finals. Waunakee 52, Madi-
son La Follette 65. Only one game away from 
making a State appearance.

After that tough loss, the Waunakee boys’ 
varsity basketball team has not forgotten the 
heartbreak from the night. 

The team held onto that feeling for months 
to follow. “After that [game] we strived hard-
er to get better in the offseason, working hard 
in practice, getting up in the weightroom, and 
by keeping goals we wanted to accomplish for 
next season in mind,” said sophomore center 
Andrew Keller.

Those goals are winning the Badger North 
Conference for the eleventh time in the pro-
gram’s history, the most recent being in 2017, 
as well as making it farther in the playoffs. 

Some may consider this season to be a “re-
building year” after graduating four All Bad-
ger North players. But returning three of their 
top six scorers from last season, juniors Caden 
Nelson and Casey Fisher, along with Keller, 
it seems the team’s main focus will be grow-
ing, not starting over. With new additions to 
the team like sophomores Aidan Driscoll, Jack 
Dotzler, and junior Jaxson Zibell, their skills 
will help lead the team to another successful 
season. 

Currently standing at 4-0, with big wins 
against Monroe and Sauk Prairie, a Badger 
Conference opponent. 

The Warriors faced Oconomowoc on De-
cember 11 at the Fiserv Forum, beating the 
Racoons 50-48. In the following week the 
team will have important Conference match-
ups, crucial to achieving their goal of becom-
ing Conference Champs. On December 20, the 
boys will play Portage at home. All games will 
start at 7 p.m.

Photo by Callie Kesilewski
Sophomore Andrew Keller is ready to shoot a free throw in Waunakee’s Friday night conference 
matchup against Beaver Dam. The Warriors triumphed over the Beavers 76-64.

After finishing last season with a 16-7 re-
cord, the Waunakee boys’ hockey team is rais-
ing the bar for this year. Their largest goal for 
the season is to become Badger North Confer-
ence Champions, after finishing second place 
to Reedsburg last year. 

According to junior forward Steven Pasin-
ato, Reedsburg will be their biggest opponent 
for the season. As a way to prepare for the 
tough season ahead, the team has been lifting 
together and watching film to improve them-
selves while also preparing for their competi-
tion. 

Though the team graduated two All-Con-
ference Honor players and leading scorer, Ma-
son Irke, sophomores Isacc Nett, Pavel Retig, 
and Alex Dull will be stepping up to help fill 
those roles. 

Returning this season are six of the ten 
leading scorers from last year: juniors Drew 
Christensen and Danny Reis, sophomores 
McCarthy Reed and Retig, and seniors Tyler 
Hoffman and Weston Price. Pasinato and Reed 
lead the team with seven goals apiece. 

The team currently stands 3-2, starting the 
season off with a solid home win against Mid-
dleton, beating them 7-4. Following were two 

Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Boys hockey begins their conference grind

tough losses against the University School of 
Milwaukee and Bay Port. 

Bouncing back from those losses the team 
celebrated two victories on December 7th- 
beating Menominie 10-1 at home as well as 
raising over $5,000 for their 8th Annual Hock-
ey Fights Cancer – Pancreatic Cancer Aware-

ness Night.  
On Tuesday December 10th, the team 

kicked off their first conference match against 
Beaver Dam, winning 5-4 on the road. This 
week they will face the Baraboo Thunderbirds 
on December 19th at the Ice Pond in Wauna-
kee. The puck will drop at 7:15 p.m.

Photo by Sue Pasinato
Sophomore Isaac Nett (10) and juniors Danny Reis (3) and Steven Pasinato (5) stand ready for action 
on the ice.
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Strong swimmers return for boys season

Last February, two Warriors swam their 
way to top 20 placements in the State Meet. 
One of those Warriors, junior Zach Vinson, 
returns to swim in his third year for Wauna-
kee. Competing in the 100 Yard Backstroke 
and the 200 Yard Individual Medley, Vin-
son, as a sophomore, clocked the 16th and 
the 12th fastest times at the UW Natatorium 
at the State Meet.

Despite one State swimmer graduating 
last June, the Warrior boys’ swim team re-
mains a strong group with high expectations.

-compiled by Ebba Harrison
Girls hockey begins season undefeated

The Cap City Cougars started off their sea-
son with a strong home win at the Waunakee 
Ice Pond. Winning 9-0, the Cougars, featur-
ing many Waunakee athletes, demonstrated 
their dominance early in their season.

On December 3, the Cougars hosted 
Lakeshore Lightning in a tough matchup. 
With 28 seconds remaining in the game, 
Waunakee junior Amanda Bauer scored a 
goal to put the Cougars up, 4-3. The Light-
ning had no answer, so Cap City squeezed 
by with a win.

Similar to their first game of the season, 
Cap City dominated their Beaver Dam op-
ponent. The Cougars had an easy road vic-
tory, winning 13-1.

The Cougars went on the road again, this 
time facing Madison Lynx, and earned a 3-1 
win.

Cap City hoped to remain undefeated as 
they prepared for the 2019 Wildcat Cup. In 
their first game, the Cougars beat Central 
Wisconsin Storm, with a final score of 3-1. 
Their next opponent would be the winner of 
Arrowhead vs. the tournament host, USM 
Wildcats. Results were unavailable for this 
edition.

-compiled by Ebba Harrison

“You have no chance to make it to Camp 
Randall this year.” 

“There’s no talent left. Everyone graduat-
ed.” 

“There’s no way you guys will actually 
have a good season.” 

These are the comments the Waunakee 
boy’s football team heard at the beginning of 
the year. They had a lot of adversity to over-
come this season including a string of injuries 
to multiple players. 

Finishing the year 12-2 overall and 6-1 in 
the Conference, they ended up doing what 
many deemed “impossible” at the start of the 
season; they made it to State. 

Though they ended up coming short of 

Football falls short of a state title
a win, losing 30-31 against Brookfield East, 
the team still made a statement. Sophomore 
Quarterback Quentin Keene broke two State 
Records in the Championship game - Most 
Passing Yards in a State Game, 265 yards, and 
Most Passing Completions, 25. 

As for Badger Conference honors, the team 
had 24 players receive either First-Team, Sec-
ond-Team, or Honorable Mention for the Bad-
ger North. Senior Linebacker Jeb Frey was 
unanimously voted First-Team Linebacker, 
Second-Team Punter, Defensive Player of the 
Year for the conference, and First-Team All 
State Inside Linebacker.

All in all, the Warriors had a very successful 
season, and though the season did not end how 
the team and fans hoped, the future is still very 
bright for this team.

Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Photo by Benjamin Ford
The Waunakee football team shakes hands with their State opponent, Brookfield East.

Photo by Lexi Lord
Junior Daniel Ford wrestles against his Oregon opponent at the Campbellsport Wrestling Invite.

Six Warriors wrestled at State in the 2018-
19 season. Only half of the Waunakee State 
wrestlers return to compete in the 2019-20 
season. Juniors Sam Lorenz and Kolby Heinz, 
along with senior Berhett Statz qualified and 
competed at the State tournament at the Kohl 
Center in February. Senior Colton Grindle 
competed as well; however, he is unable to 
wrestle this year due to injury.

On December 6, Waunakee hosted their 
first meet of the season, but the home team 
was not able to put together a win. The War-
riors made up for their loss by taking first at 
the Campbellsport Wrestling Invite the next 
day. Waunakee had ten individual champions.

As the Warriors look ahead to the rest of 
their season, they aim for success. They see 
themselves “at team State and winning confer-
ence,” said senior Berhett Statz. 

With the team’s offseason preparation, 
the Warriors are confident in achieving their 
goals. The wrestlers spent the offseason with 
“lifts and workouts everyday,” and “eating a 
lot,” said Statz.

Warriors wrestle their way to multiple victories
Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor
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Anne Dotzler
Photo by Ebba Harrison
Interview by Ebba Harrison

Berhett Statz
Photo submitted by Berhett Statz
Interview by Ebba Harrison

    Featured Players of the Month

Basketball Wrestling
Purple Sage: When did you start playing basketball?
Anne Dotzler:  I started playing basketball when I was in second grade.

PS: What is your favorite aspect of basketball?
AD: I love the team aspect of basketball. Being with my teammates every day 
is the best part of basketball.

PS: Describe your favorite high school basketball moment.
AD: My favorite high school basketball moment is beating Verona in the sec-
ond round of playoffs last year. We were not projected to win but came ready to 
play despite the odds being against us. 

PS: What are your goals for this season?
AD: My goal for this season is to win the conference title as well as make a 
deep run in the playoffs.

PS: What will you miss most about playing basketball after your senior season 
is over?
AD: Again, I will miss my teammates. They have kept me playing all of these 
years, and I will miss the camaraderie we have created.

Purple Sage: What are some personal goals you have for this year?
Berhett Statz: Some personal goals are to make it back to state and place on 
the podium.

PS: What are some team goals you have for this year?
BS: Win our fourth straight conference title and beat Holmen to make it to 
team state.

PS: How do you feel going into your last high school wrestling season?
BS: Excited, ready to have a fun season.

PS: Describe your favorite high school wrestling moment.
BS: Last year in our Portage meet, my walk song was a soundtrack of dogs 
barking really angrily, and that was just a good time. Really hyped me up.

PS: Describe your hopes for the future of the program.
BS: I hope that Waunakee can stay at the top of the Badger Conference.

New head coach ushers in new era for girls basketball
Olivia Napadensky

Reporter

Photo by Aimee Meeker
Senior Anne Dotzler shoots a three pointer in Waunakee’s win against Portage.

After a decisive win against Madison East 
to begin their season, the Waunakee girls bas-
ketball team continues to work hard through 
the long, four month season. 

This year the Warriors are led by new head 
coach, Coach Marcus Richter. Coach Richter 
is a Physical Education teacher at Waunakee 
High School, so he already knew many of the 
players upon earning the job. Assistant Coach 
Tim Decorah is a fellow Physical Education 
teacher at Waunakee.

The Warriors’ first game was a blowout. 
However, Waunakee lost their next game to 
2019 Division 1 State runner-up, Middleton, 
in a tough loss. Waunakee quickly recovered 
and earned a win over 2019 Division 2 State 
runner-up, Monroe.

Waunakee went on the road to play their 
first conference game in Mount Horeb, and 
made a statement in the Badger North Confer-
ence with a win. On December 10, they com-
peted against Portage, and ended the half win-
ning by a small margin. However, the Warriors 
dominated in the second half, earning another 
conference victory.

On December 17, Waunakee faced Badger 
North Conference dominator, Beaver Dam. 
Results of the Waunakee vs. Beaver Dam 
game are unavailable for this edition.

The girls basketball program aims high 
moving forward. “I hope that the girls basket-
ball program will win a state championship in 
an upcoming season,” said senior Anne Dot-
zler. 

Waunakee has another tough conference 
game against DeForest on December 19 at 
DeForest High School. Tip off is at 7:15 p.m.
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It’s perfect weather for a

... your spirit reindeer? What?! Let’s take a look at this holiday classic.

Where would you rather travel 
for winter break?

So how do you plan to 
spend your break?

Have you organized a Secret 
Santa exchange recently?

Were you happy with the gift
you got from it?

merry things disgust me

can’t W
AIT for the IG post

no, that’s literally so hard

spent the $$ at Kokopell :(

Rudolph

Prancer or Vixen

Dancer
Cupid

Donner

yo
u’

re
 a

 b
ra

ve
 so

ul

I was starting to 
hurt my neck bending 
to read what I was 
writing and I was the 
one typing  it

warm
, sandy, expensive

Comet

with family! <3

... studying for f nals...

lit
er

al
ly

 ju
st 

H
al

lm
ar

k

I can’t say I did

Are you going on vacation for 
winter break?

Christmas joy isn’t very big in your life 
this year. However, Prancer and Vixen, the 

third row of reindeer you can see in that 
handy-dandy graphic below, have got your 
backs as the two most lukewarm reindeer.

You’re in need 
of some serious bae 
time. Cupid, Santa’s 
go-to love doctor, is 
your spirit reindeer.

You are the 
Grinch. Dancer, the 
preppiest reindeer 
who got replaced 

as point reindeer by 
Rudolph, is your 

spirit reindeer. The 
two of you can ride 
away from Christ-
mastime together.

yes
, I’

m basic

Is Christmas your favorite holiday?

You put stock on 
the real things in 

life, not the glitter 
and glitz. Comet, the 
showy sparkly rein-

deer he is, is the party 
to your practicality.

sleigh ride together with...
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Gnoel the 
Gnome 

is hidden 
somewhere 
in this issue.

 Try to find 
him.

You’re basically 
the Buddy the Elf of 
your friend group. 
As such, Rudolph 
gravitates toward 

you. Both of you put 
in lots of hard work 
to make Christmas 
magical for every-
one. We here at the 
Purple Sage salute 

you!

Dasher or 
Blixen

Dunder and Blixen are 
the two most underrated 
reindeer, and they have 
the coolest names. Their 
magical flying abilities 
will be all the gift you 

need!

Clipart from leehansen.com, clipartpanda.com, netclipart.com and clipartwiki.com

You’re good at 
time and money 
management, a 

crucial skill during 
the holiday season. 

Donner, the re-
sponsible father of 
Rudolph, is your

complement.
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