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Staff turnover causing complications
Sydney Jezik
News Editor

Recent employment turnover at Waunakee
High School saw a drop in custodian numbers,
making keeping the school clean difficult.

“Usually I work an 8-hour shift
now... 12 hours a day.”
Custodian Brian Hauke
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The 2019-2020 school year has seen Waunakee High School at its greatest ever number of
students—currently serving 1,248 total. Every day of the week, the school is taken up by
sports, parents visiting teachers or administration or filling up the bleachers at events, and
more. Because of the muddy shoes and the
mass amount of meals and the winter precipitation, the school is a hotspot for messes.
The custodial staff holds the messy tidal
wave back. However, recent changes in Madison’s job climate have made their task more
difficult. Keeping the school running safely,
cleanly and efficiently relies not only on them,
but also on the student body, the teachers and
administration.
Remember the number of students? 1248?
Normally the custodian-to-student ratio is
1:156, with eight custodians meant to be on
duty during certain shifts. Due to the turnover
rate, that ratio is up to 1:312.
“Usually I work an 8-hour shift, but now
I’m working 6 [a.m] to 6:30 [p.m]—12 hours
a day,” said head custodian Brian Hauke.
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Custodians Brian Hauke (left) and Bill Ripp (right) keep the school clean for
students.

Custodian Bill Ripp said that he and the rest of the night shift works
about eight hours too, from after school until around midnight.
Hauke and Ripp explained that the high school is divided into eight
custodial zones.
At night, a custodian is assigned to each zone, while during the day,
several custodians cover different zones at staggered intervals. This is
the ideal.
However, because of staff shortage, five or fewer custodians work
together at night to cover all eight zones while two or three work during
the day.
“They… often work over 40 hours a week. It is difficult to fill custodial positions because of the current job market,” said Principal Brian
Borowski. “We are often looking for additional custodial staff to replace individuals who have left… They do more than anyone thinks in
an average day.”
“No matter what goes on, some custodian has to be here,” said
Hauke.
“There’s a lot of activities in this school, which is good… but then
See CUSTODIAL w Page 3

Referendum planned for new school construction
Sammy Geraci
Editor in Chief
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As Waunakee continues to grow, the student population in Wauankee’s schools may
soon exceed the capacities of the facilities. To
address this, the Waunakee Board of Education is planning a referendum for November of
this year to decide whether or not the district
should authorize the construction of a new
middle school.

“The middle school is going to
eventually be at capacity and they
will not have room for everybody.”
Principal Brian Borowski
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“The middle school is going to eventually
be at capacity and they will not have room for
everybody,” said Principal Brian Borowski.
“They’re going to need a new space... so if
they built a new middle school, then at that
point we would have access to the current
middle school.”

While access to
greater facilities may
seem like an exciting
prospect for students
and staff, the referendum is still nearly a
year away and there
is a large amount of
uncertainty regarding
what the final resolution will be.
“There’s a lot of
unknowns,” emphasized Mr. Borowski.
Photo by Sydney Williams
Since the resolution The present middle school could potentially be
on which the commu- made into a continuance of the high school.
nity will vote could
be authorized as late as this August, the specifics of the resolution are
subject to change.
Beyond the uncertainty in its implementation, there is no guarantee
that the referendum will pass. After the resolution is authorized, the
community must vote on the referendum to authorize it.
If the resolution does pass, it is highly unlikely that current high
school students would experience its effects. Mr. Borowski gave a very
rough ballpark estimate that the whole process could take up to a decade in total. The referendum would only be the community’s first step
of many in expanding it facilities.

News

Sydney Jezik and Sydney Williams, News Editors

wNews Briefs
Finals week with new
schedule complete

From Tuesday, January 21st to Friday,
January 24th, the brand-new finals schedule was in place. The schedule consisted of
a two-hour Contact Time period before and
after school and two exams per day, during
normal class periods.

Career Workshop
interviews take place
Photos by
Sydney Jezik
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Model UN
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for their March
conference.

On Thursday, January 9th, students in the
Career Workshop class interviewed with volunteering members of the business community. Volunteers hailed from organizations
including Waunakee Chamber of Commerce, Monona Bank, Bank of Sun Prairie
and Renewaire. Students spent the prior
school quarter learning to write resumes
and formal letters, as well as practicing interview skills, to prepare for the interview.

Planning for prom night
On Friday, January 10th, upperclassmen
took a survey on this year’s prom theme.
Options included a night in Paris, the Roaring ’20s, Las Vegas Casino, Greek, Enchanted Forest and Fairytale.
-compiled by Sydney Jezik

New high school clubs in 2020: walking into a new adventure
Sydney Williams
News Editor

Many students are familiar with situations
such as where their mom is talking about getting her daily paces in, typically aiming for
about 10,000 steps per day. But juniors Sean
Hall and David Petty have decided to take that
idea a step further.

“It’s a positive, fun environment
where you can meet new people!”
Junior David Petty
The idea came about as Hall and Petty
found their passion for walking around before
school, and decided to share that passion with
the rest of the school.
“It is a positive, fun environment in which
you can meet new people,” said junior David
Petty.
The goal of the club is to promote a sense of
community and meet new people. They are not
an official club, but are currently working with
Principal Borowski to become one.
There are many health and social benefits
from joining the Walking and Talking Club.
For starters, walking more every day has been
scientifically proven to reduce blood pressure,
body fat, total cholesterol and risk of depression. It also may banish boredom, and has been
linked with increasing motivation... something
that may be important when starting new classes at the start of the second semester.
If students are interested in joining, look no
further than Mr. Butters’s room, number 1508.
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The club meets every Monday,
Tuesday and Friday morning before school. While instructor Jeffrey
Butters’ room serves as a meetingplace for the club and he talks the
talk for the club as its teacher figurehead, he typically does not walk the
walk with the club.
Hall and Petty are co-founders,
but not officers of the club. The officer team includes freshman Olivia
Mayrand, junior Aidan Neirmeyer
and senior Devion Rehbein.
“Come join us... It is a non committal club, and you don’t have to
stay the whole time,” said Petty.
Then, only if students have been
sleeping under a rock have they not
heard about the many announcements for Chess Club.
This is another new club joining
the Waunakee High School club
array this year. Even if a student
doesn’t know the rules and regulations for playing chess, Chess Club
would like to teach them.
Chess Club meet every Wednesday after school with teacher advisor instructor Amy Chafe in room
1501.
Drop-ins are welcome.
Photo by Sydney Jezik
A final new club for students From left to right: juniors Aiden Niermeyer and Will Hoefer,
looking to broaden their literary senior Devion Rehbein and junior David Petty walk and talk
sights is Poetry Club. English in- down the hallway.
structor Jen Doucette serves as advisor, and interested students may speak to her ative genius.
for more information.
It is filled with spoken word, café vibes and
Poetry Club meets weekly during Thursday sweets meant to nurture creativity, according
Contact Times to write poetry and share cre- to founder and senior Kailee Willers.
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News
Temperatures drop and with it parking lot safety
Aly Kinzel
Reporter

Teen driving is a concern that affects everyone, particularly every day in Waunakee’s
parking lot.
Students don’t necessarily prioritize or take
the safety of others into consideration, especially at the end of a long school day. Many
teens have been involved in car accidents on
school property.
Street safety is an extremely important aspect that Waunakee needs to continue to enforce in order to assure the security of all students.
Over 1,300 students attend Waunakee High
School. That being said, 1,300 people, not including over 150 staff members, need to safely
arrive and leave school.
This giant rush occurs twice a day, for 180
days. Inevitably, there are going to be some
complications every once in a while that concern the student, parent and teacher population.
Principal Borowski said, “I worry sometimes when kids are leaving in a rush, especially past the greenhouse.
“We’ve had issues because kids cross the
crosswalk while others rush down the hill.
They’re excited to leave, they aren’t thinking
about people walking.”
High school students leaving school often seem to prioritize their own agenda and

so may rarely pay enough attention to those
around them.
Similarly, inattention and awareness of other drivers can serve as a major detriment to the
accidents that teens experience.
Many accidents occur when someone is
pulling out of a driveway or parking space.
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In May of 2019 a traffic accident took place at the
turn-in to the school from South Street, when a
driver struck a student.

Sophomore Ezzy Sanchez said that in order
to avoid these accidents, “People shouldn’t
blast music and instead look more carefully
around them.”
Junior Nick Kokott agreed when he said, “I
play my music extremely loud. I can definitely
see how it could be distracting.”
Other problems arise when teens put other
things before safety. Junior Ashlyn Jakacki
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notes how she always thinks too much about
what people around her are thinking rather
than the safety itself.
“I get nervous when I feel like there are
irritated cars behind me for taking too long,”
she said. “They pressure me and I feel like
that’s where most accidents happen.” This is a
common theme among high schoolers; many
students said they feel pressured by the cars
around them and are influenced to do things
they may not be entirely comfortable with.
Teens may also disregard the fact that something could very well happen to them, when
they are statistically the most at risk when it
comes to automobile accidents.
Senior Raina Bogost said, “I kind of thought
it would never happen to me. Teens think that
they’re invincible, so sometimes I feel like I
have different roles than other people on the
road.”
Accidents happen more often than one may
expect, so if teens take the risk they bring
when they drive more seriously, the issues
could potentially decrease. Almost 200,000
teens between the ages of 15 and 19 are killed
or injured in car accidents every year, and cars
are the leading cause of death for teens.
Teen drivers at Waunakee High School
could potentially have an affect on anyone
on any given day of the year. Awareness and
attentiveness is beyond important in order to
avoid accidents and make sure everyone is
safe.

when there’s not a lot of coverage, things
don’t get done. We have to prioritize. Typically we look at things that affect health first. So
cleaning bathrooms, collecting garbage… but
then maybe the classrooms don’t get clean that
well, sometimes students have to pitch in and
help out by maybe helping set up things themselves.”

The high school custodial staff comprises
not only of Hauke, Ripp, Jeff Breunig, Pauline Hignett, Geri Williams, Jason Walder and
Ricardo Miranda as well as substitute custodians.
Everyone interviewed agreed on one question posed to them: that the high school could
use some help cleaning.
“I see this place as my home away from
home,” said Hauke. “I like to make sure I’m
taking care of it.

“They do more than anyone thinks

“... We’re the event staff. We set up

in an average day.”

and take down.”

Principal Brian Borowski

Custodian Bill Ripp

Hauke credits the turnover to economic difficulty. The flat rate for custodial workers at
Waunakee High School is about $15/hour, the
same as the minimum wage in Minnesota, $2
above what Target employees start at and $3
above what KwikTrip employees start at.
Custodians do more than clean. Ripp said,
“If there’s a basketball game or football game,
we’re the event staff. We set up and take
down.”
Ripp explored the work that goes into his
typical night shift, with three or four fewer
custodians than is proper to the staff.
“Here [in the LMTC] it’s basically vacuuming, wiping up the tables, emptying the
trash… it can take a couple hours. But sometimes in the science rooms they’re having pig
dissections, and I have to spend more time
there. They take care of it up to a point [and
then we finish].”
Hauke and Ripp praised the high school for
its educational system and its benefits. Hauke

“Sometimes I wish the students would be
more proactive ... it’s not always [the custodians’] responsibility to take care of things.”
“[The janitorial staff] is incredible. They
work really hard and are always willing to
help everyone out… I am saddened when students leave a mess behind or make a mess on
purpose,” said Principal Borowski.
“I think they’re doing the best they can with
the resources they have,” said social studies
instructor Bryan Barfknecht. “I have respect
for them, because they have the type of job
that people... notice when it isn’t done properly… and students would do better to more
proactively notice those behind-the-scenes
people.”
“They do a good job and they do a lot of
work for us. They seem under-appreciated,
because we [the students] don’t really think
about it,” said freshman Abby Truscott.
“Occasionally you see things [messes] and
kind of scratch your head,” said Ripp.

wContinued from page 2
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Every day, the custodial staff cleans the
commons as students finish their lunches and
head to class.

mentioned that his family moved to Waunakee
and he took a job at the high school because of
its quality of education. Ripp called the retirement plan and health insurance offered by the
high school “very good.”
“[I like the Waunakee] students, the faculty,
the staff… very friendly, very helpful, everybody works as a team,” said Hauke. “They’re
always cutting-edge… trying to be innovative.”
The Purple Sage
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Sam Kaufmann, Opinion Editor

Politics only result in problems and division
Katherine Ikaunieks
Columnist

Politics only do two things, ruin
relationships and brainwash people. Politics aren’t what they used
to be, and the truth is they may never be the same. Politics in the old
days were about the truth, and the
facts like the Revolutionary War
was about whether the colonists
should stay or leave Britain and
they knew what would happen with
both options. The point where that
began to change was the Cold War.
Ronald Reagan was an actor before
he was president, but that doesn’t
say much because he won and had
an effective role as president and
decreased tensions with the former
USSR. While Reagan was one of
the most effective presidents during
the Cold War, Kennedy caused the
Cuban Missile Crisis, which was
probably the most contentious and
tension-filled point of the Cold
War. Kennedy won due to looking
good on television, since one of the
first presidential debates was Nixon against Kennedy, and with experience, Kennedy won due to that
and his views. The Cold War was
full of propaganda; especially fear

mongering with many Americans
being called Communists for not
supporting some American beliefs
and high political tensions. Now,
politics are about entertainment and
anyone can say the most outlandish
beliefs. The news often covers it
more than people who have ‘normal’
beliefs. In reality, politics ruin relationships by people discussing them.
People sometimes keep politics out
of discussion with friends because
they know that someone has a different opinion, and that opinion can
turn into an argument when shared.
When people think of Thanksgiving,
there’s normally relatives fighting
over what was currently happening
and why it’s a big issue in today’s
society, and nobody really cares
about it because Grandma Joe just
wants attention. This is how politics
ruin relationships because they not
only ruin a mediocre holiday, they
also make relatives hate each other
more than they need to.
Politics are also a way to brainwash people, but that’s an exaggeration in a way. Politics give only a bit
of the facts that most people don’t
dig deeper into what is actually happening, and that’s how people base
opinions mostly on little to no facts.

The media does this a lot, and not
many people truly notice it or bring it
to light. 			
For
example, most media today is either
for Trump or against Trump, which
shouldn’t be a big deal if it’s about
honest reporting, but that’s dividing
people and only giving them the news
they want to hear with only half truths.
When all the facts are given to someone, they can make their own decision
on an issue, and then there’s no brainwashing. Opinions should be formed
on facts, and not just by what is heard.
This is why so many of the best journalists post things after a bit of time,
and that’s normally the most neutral.
Politics have changed over the
years, from being about facts and people making their own opinion to now
being about entertainment and media
coverage. Even though politics have
changed, one thing has stayed the
same and that is propaganda. This is
why politics are a waste of time because we do nothing but soak in the
media’s ideas.
Politics won’t be a waste of time
when people get their own opinions
and ideas by research and not just
what the media shares. Until then, politics are a waste of time.

lines of “back in my day, everyone
had a job in high school, it’s good
for building character, just like the
way we walked uphill both ways to
school too . . .”
And they are absolutely right. Not
about the walking thing, though.
But about the fact that employment
throughout high school certainly
builds character. This undeniable
fact leads to the conclusion that all
students should definitely be employed, regardless of inclination,
mental capacity or existing workload.
Many students feel no desire to be
employed. Strangely, hard physical
labor for several hours is unappealing after mental and physical work
at school for eight hours. Slackers, I

say. Personal interest should not factor
into the need for teens to be employed.
Work is supposed to be miserable, and
this savvy lesson ought to be learned
while still young . . . just so no one’s
holding out hope for the future. Besides, what would those students do,
anyway? Go home? Go to sleep? Eat
a balanced meal? Interact with family and friends? That’s horrible. With
fondness does the author remember
the day her mother told her to get a job.
Unsuspecting, the young sixteen-yearold trotted down to a local restaurant
and received a job that meant an end
to her lazy nights full of studying and
sufficient amounts of sleep. In brief,
unemployed students need to pick up

High school employment builds character
Sydney Jezik
News Editor

Any modern high school student
with a notion of the current job climate . . . so most high schoolers,
of course . . . will know that employment is right now on a downturn. Nearly every place, it seems,
is short-staffed. Target and McDonald’s have begun offering ludicrously high starting wages (a
whole $15 an hour!). Students who
have jobs (unless they work at Culver’s) are likely aware that their
own workplace is understaffed,
and have been prompted by their
boss to tell their friends to apply.
And their parents may say something similar: something along the

See EMPLOYMENT w Page 6

Should voters
approve a new
middle school
referendum?
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“No.”

“Yes, because I won’t
be the one paying
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“No.”

“I think we should.”

“Yes!”
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Proposed public pool facility a creating an unfortunate situation of haves and to even draw patrons from surrounding comlong-needed amenity for Waunakee have-nots. According to pool study consultant munities.

The Waunakee village government has
been working on a study to finally construct
some sort of public pool facility in town. It
will take time to put a referendum, reports,
and designs together (as well as choose a
site), but Waunakee needs an outdoor aquatic
facility for all. First of all, most communities
around us, including Middleton, Sun Prairie,
Sauk Prairie, and Lodi all have pools. There
have been a number of efforts to build a pool
in Waunakee before, but none have been fully successful. A citizens’ group called The
Wave lobbied from 1989 to 1992 to create an
outdoor aquatic center. An April 2001 referendum for a pool on Woodland Drive failed
by nearly a 2:1 margin. Since then, really
nothing has happened other than the construction of small private pools in a number of
Don Tierney’s subdivisions. However, those
do not quite fill Waunakee’s pool needs. Not
every neighborhood has its own private pool,

Blake Theisen, “fifty percent of the Waunakee area does not have [access to] a pool.” If
we build another pool, it needs to be a place
that brings the community together rather than
split it up into smaller facilities. Secondly,
those pools aren’t that big. Space and time is
limited for group classes and lap swimming.
Our current high school pool can’t meet these
needs because it is already being used most of
the time. An outdoor facility could offer much
more availability and amenities, such as water
slides, a sandy beach, and a playground. At a
meeting last August, the consultants presented
four different options: a splash pad, community pool, regional aquatic facility (Sun Prairie
or Middleton Pool-like), or a regional facility
with a movable dome, so the facility could be
used year-round. Land acreage needed ranges from less than one acre to around seven
acres. One benefit of a regional facility is that
it would have the size and amenity potential

The biggest question other than the facility
type is the location. Most of the centrally-located sites are too small to fit both the pool
and a parking lot. One potential option would
be the proposed Kilkenny West development.
A large park is already planned that could accommodate a pool. While not really centrally-located, it is located at the intersection of
two major roads that lead to other areas of
the village: Highway Q and Woodland Drive.
These roads can handle the new traffic created
by a pool.
Overall, Waunakee is long overdue for a
public pool to call its own. Pay attention over
the coming months on referendum and planning information and become informed on
the available options. To get involved with
the pool process (they would like to hear
from youth), contact the village Community
Services Director Sue McDade at smcdade@
waunakee.com.

January’s Village C o r n e r
Sam Kaufmann
Opinion Editor

Over the past several months, the Board of
Education has been working to prepare a referendum for the fall 2020 election. The current
plan is to construct a new middle school next
to the current intermediate school on Woodland Drive. The existing building would likely
be absorbed into the high school campus. In
addition, more renovations are planned at Heritage Elementary, with possible demolition of
the oldest parts of the building. I would like
to urge all Purple Sage readers to support this
referendum.
First of all, we absolutely need more middle
school space. The current middle school was
built in 1992 (with a 2005 addition), but has
no further space to expand. The two portable
classrooms out back have been used for four
school years now. They are not a permanent
space solution as the name says and having
students go outside for class is a building security issue.
The middle school in many ways reminds
me of my grandmother’s basement. It is in
great need of more windows and lighting, particularly on the second floor. Currently, there
are six science classrooms, but only five are
large enough to contain lab tables and other equipment. Having another lab in a new
school would allow for students to spend more

time doing hands-on projects.
Safety improvements such as having direct
entry into the office would also occur with a
new building.
In addition, the High School could absolutely make use of the additional space so every teacher could have a dedicated classroom
of their own to use. The network operations
center could be moved to the old MS, allowing for another classroom or two in the current high school building. Students could also
make use of the additional 70 parking stalls in
the middle school south parking lot. The MS
building would allow ample room for future
high school growth, which would avoid another expansion referendum sometime in the
future, greatly saving taxpayer funds.
The second part of the referendum involves
the Heritage Elementary building. Despite
limited renovations approved in the 2014
referendum, much of the building was untouched, leaving behind a number of lingering
issues. The inefficiency of Heritage is owed in
part to the fact that it is made up of a plethora
of additions.
The oldest part of Heritage still in use was
completed in 1934 per the 1971 Waunakee
Centennial Book. The gym and front area was
built in 1949, followed by the rest of the second floor and music areas in 1962 and 1964.
Other additions were made in 1957, 1961,
1963, 1975, and 1986. The HVAC system is

The Purple Sage’s mission is to provide a forum for free and responsible expression of student opinion and present well-balanced locally
researched coverage of issues of broader student
interest.
The Purple Sage is written and produced entirely by Waunakee Community High School
students. Opinions in The Purple Sage are the
opinions of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the newspaper staff or the
school district.
Students, staff, and members of the community are welcome to submit Letters to the Editor.
Letters should be 250 words or less and must be
signed. Letters may be delivered to room 1502

January 29, 2020

outdated and inefficient. Several areas of the
building (mostly in the basement level) can’t
be used because those with disabilities can’t
access them. Elevator access to the third floor
exits into a classroom rather than a hallway.
Visitor parking is also a challenge as most of
the parking spaces are needed for staff use.
Two of the three proposed options would
involve demolishing the oldest part of the
building and building a new addition to the
southeast end. More parking could be created
and bus pickup would be further away from
the street. The northern part could become
green space or get used for another purpose.
Since the surrounding neighborhood does
not have a park of its own, perhaps the site
could become a sort of downtown gathering
space where events could be held, public art
area, or a small outdoor performance space.
Perhaps an athletic practice field could be
placed here.
Another option would be to move district
offices to this site to make school operations
more centralized, as currently the office is in
the industrial park, which would reduce travel times and expenses for administration and
staff.
The current plan is also to move the staff
wellness clinic to a renovated basement level
of the Teaching and Learning Center building,
See VILLAGE CORNER w Page 6
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Mixed feelings on athletic conference realignment
Sam Kaufmann
Opinion Editor

Next year’s football matchups will look
a bit different than past years, as will other
sports schedules at the beginning of the 202122 school year.
Why? After Watertown and Beaver Dam
joined the Badger Conference in 2017, it was
decided to revisit the conference alignment
after two years. The conference athletic directors and principals group released a report last
September on the forthcoming changes. The
changes will take effect in football starting
next year, followed by all other sports in the
fall of 2021.
The Badger North and South will go away,
so the conference will now be split into the
Badger West and East, with north and south
divisions for each.
The Badger West North Division includes
Baraboo, Reedsburg, Portage, and Sauk Prairie. The Badger West South Division consists
of Edgewood, Monroe, Mount Horeb, and Oregon.
The Badger East North Division is assembled of Waunakee, DeForest, Beaver Dam,
and Watertown. Rounding out the Badger
East South Division is Milton, Fort Atkinson,
Monona Grove, and Stoughton.
One reason indicated for the change is travel
times. Travel miles are supposed to be “more
equitable” to reduce travel on school nights
and maximize athlete study time, as well as
creating more “close” contests.
However, Waunakee will be relatively unaffected by the change. While there won’t be as
many visits to the current furthest away destinations of Monroe and Reedsburg, Waunakee

will still have to make the 50 minute trip to
Beaver Dam and 55 minute trip to Watertown.
There will likely be more travels to Watertown now that they are in Waunakee’s division.
It will be nice to not have to head to Mount
Horeb, Fort Atkinson, Milton, or Baraboo as
much due to their distance, as well as Oregon
due to heavy Beltline rush-hour traffic.
Other schools like Monroe will still have
long drives for games, with their nearest division member Mount Horeb located 45 minutes away. So in reality, the argument of travel
times being reduced with the change seems
inaccurate.
In addition, schools will be better aligned
by enrollment with an East/West setup. Seven
of the eight “large” schools are in the East division, and seven of the eight “small” schools
will be in the West division. Oregon and Fort
Atkinson are the outliers.
While the school size-based divisions will
now help create a more even playing field;
however, we won’t be playing as many games
with longtime foes like Sauk Prairie, Monona
Grove, and Oregon. Besides, all of the other
schools in the Badger Conference are smaller
than Waunakee anyway, with Watertown being the only one in the same size arena.
Within a few years, it is inevitable Waunakee will likely be Division 1 in all sports and
probably join the Big Eight Conference, made
up of only large urban schools in Dane and
Rock counties, due to continued robust enrollment growth in the Waunakee school district.
By the time that happens, Waunakee will never play schools like DeForest and Sauk Prairie
again.
Thus, the conference alignment has some
drawbacks, but will provide some benefits

Source: Badger Conference ADs and Principals

The Badger Conference was changed to be split
into an east-west split with north-south divisions.

as well. Waunakee will not have to deal with
Madison’s rush-hour traffic as much to play
teams located south of the Beltline, as a result
of the change from a north-south to an eastwest conference.
The 16 conference schools are more evenly
divided by enrollment size, even though travel times are essentially the same as they were
before the switch. The long hour-plus drives to
Monroe and Reedsburg will not happen nearly
as much, resulting in players spending more
time in school, having more time in the evenings to do homework and study for tests, and
making it easier for fans to make the trip to
away games.
Academics should always take priority over
athletics, so it is good to see the Badger Conference administration understanding that. Despite the fewer games with key rivals going
forward, it is more important and beneficial
for athletes to have an appropriate amount of
time for their schoolwork.

EMPLOYMENT
wContinued from page 5

their feet and march down to the closest local
place of work and apply for a job.
What if students just can’t handle it? As
high school progresses, many students experience the phenomenon known as “burning
out.” This occurs when a student has simply
been too busy with things they don’t entirely
enjoy -- for example, eight hours of school a
day, consisting of mostly mandatory classes
that have never and will never appeal to their
target audience. After such a mental inundation many teenagers have little headspace for
anything else. This is where we refer to the
recent Instagram mental headspace meme for
a circumvention of this problem. If it’s laughable to consider one’s own mental health at

times of crisis, it’s a riot to imagine allowing a
student to take a break once in a while.
Then, of course, most students don’t have
enough on their plates. Eight classes, plus
one online one, plus two hours of sports after
school, then that academic club you’re in.
Why don’t you get paid on top of that? After all, you’re only young once. Please, come
home late at night, don’t study for that important test the next day, don’t hang out with
friends ever. A youthful body is meant for
youthful jobs, like taking out the trash at that
restaurant. No, the author isn’t bitter . . . definitely not . . . just speaking to a common truth:
school became so students could be, and students are so students can work.
If you’re interested, my workplace is hiring.

Strong Opinions?
The Purple Sage accepts letters
to the editor from students, staff,
or community members.
Letters should be 250 words or
less, signed and delivered to
room 1502. These letters will be
published in the Opinion section.
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express them.
The Purple Sage aims to provide
a forum for free and responsible
expression of student opinion. As
such, students of ALL opinions
are welcome to write guest
columns. Anyone interested
should contact Sam Kaufmann at
21kaufmannsa@waunakeecsd.org.
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The above 1949 addition is one of the oldest parts
of the current Heritage Elementary School.

VILLAGE CORNER
wContinued from page 5

saving even more transportation expenses and
eliminating the need for the district to lease
clinic space.
Overall, it is important for the referendum
to be approved this year, rather than later, to
allow for the school district to have time to get
ahead of enrollment growth. There is no need
for a repeat of the several failed referendums
of the 1990s and early 2000s, which resulted
in reactive rather than proactive growth planning, renovation, and construction.
Support for this referendum will indicate
the community’s strong desire to maintain the
high quality of the Waunakee school system
for the next generation of students, as well as
community faith and trust in the Board of Education and administration. If something can
be done to improve our schools, the taxpayers
should get behind it.
January 29, 2020
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The many pros and cons of different social media
Sydney Schumacher
Features Editor

Social media plays a big role in almost every
high schoolers life. In fact it’s estimated that
95% of people have access to a smartphone.
Of the 95%, 85% say that they use YouTube
most often, 72% say instagram, and 69% say
snap chat. Social media sites like instagram,
snapchat, and tik tok are gaining in popularity and it is getting increasingly harder to pull
yourself away from your phone.
It seems like adults are always going on
and on about teenagers always being on their
phones and never interacting with others. How
can you blame teenagers when the apps that
they are using are so addictive?
It can be hard to tear yourself away from
your phone when there are so many things to
check. You need to check to see how many
likes you have, how many new followers, or

who just messaged you? It may start as going
on your phone to check a text, but so enough
you get caught up in all the other things that
are more interesting on your phone and it has
been 3 hours.
Snapchat for example came up with streaks
in 2016, a device that they use to keep you
on their app. They themselves even admitted
that they created it as a way to make their app
more addictive so people would keep coming
back. The idea is to not break your streak with
someone, it becomes a sort of peer pressure,
where you may be afraid to lose your streak
with someone out of fear that they may think
you don’t like them. When in reality you just
don’t want to be on snapchat everyday.
Social Media can be a really positive thing
when it gets used for the right reasons, but instead of blaming kids for the addictive qualities that social media may possess, blame the
companies for making their apps so addictive.

Source: pewresearch.org

New lifeguarding class this school year starts next semester
Tessa Pauls
Features Editor

Starting this semester there is a newly offered lifeguarding course for students interested in getting trained.
The class offers one half a credit in gym,
the same amount as any other gym class offers. This would go towards the one and a half
gym credits needed to graduate.
Some students hate taking gym because it
doesn’t apply to their life; however, next semester this course will instruct and certify students in CPR and being a lifeguard.
This class is taught by Ms.Denkert and
Kristy Nacker. The department chose to offer
this class over others to meet the needs and
interests of the students. They are hopeful that
the students that pass the certification will
have employment here at the high school pool

or outside of the high school setting.The class
is half a semester long like most gym classes.
People who were interested in taking this
course had to express interest and be at least
15 years old on or before the final scheduled
session of the course.
They also had to swim 300 yards, continuously demonstrating breath control and rhythmic breathing. Candidates could swim using
the front crawl, breaststroke or a combination
of both, but swimming on the back or side is
not allowed. They also had to tread water for
two minutes, using only the legs.
In order to become certified, students must
complete a timed event within 1 minute, 40
seconds. Starting in the water, they must swim
20 yards without swim goggles. Then surface
dive, feet-first or headfirst, to a depth of 7 to
10 feet to retrieve a 10-pound object. Return
to the surface and swim 20 yards on the back

to return to the starting point with both hands
holding the object and keeping the face at
or near the surface so they are able to get a
breath. To finish, they exit the water without
using a ladder or steps.

Image taken from Whale tales signs.

Student Showcase
Sydney Schumacher
Features Editor

Junior David Petty, with the help of junior Sean Hall, co-founded the walking and talking club. A new club here at Waunakee High School
that gathers in the mornings in Mr. Butters’ room. The goal of this club is to get to see and talk to new people that you normally would never
get the chance to meet because they may not be in your regular classes. The Purple Sage interviewed David to learn more about this new
club he helped co-found.
Purple Sage: What is the walking and talking club?
David Petty: It’s in the name! You walk and talk! You and a group of people walk around the school from 7:45 to 8 just walking taking
around the school. It gives you a chance to meet new friends and talk about topics that never thought you’d talk about.
PS: Why and when did you create this club?
DP: We created this club because my friend Sean Hall, and I noticed that everyone in this school walks and talks with their friends, not
really ever branching out and meeting new people. So we decided to turn what we love into a club. We also found that most clubs at this
school keep you in a desk the whole time just listening to someone lecture to you about going to fundraisers to just waste more of your time.
Walking and talking club is noncommittal and available for anyone.
PS: What kind of person would be interested in joining this club?
DP: Anyone who is looking for a new and fresh club to join.
PS: Who are the student leaders of this club?
DP: Co-founders: David Petty and Sean Hall; Senior Officer: Devion Rehbein; Junior Officer: Aidan Niermeyer; Freshman Officer: Olivia
Mayrand.
PS: When and where do you guys meet?
DP: We don’t have a set schedule. If you’re interested please send Sean Hall or I your email and I’ll email you the weekend before when
we’re walking.
PS: Does this club take any field trips throughout the course of the year?
DP: We might go and walk outside in warmer weather.
January 29, 2020
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A review of the past decade through the lenses of entertianment, toys, and companies
Entertainment of
the decade
Grace Blitz
Reporter

2010
Mockingjay was published

2012
The Fault in Our Stars

August 24th, concluding
the trilogy written by
Suzanne Collins.

2009
The movie UP was released.

was released. The heartfelt book, written by
John Green, was released
at the beginning of 2012.

2011
Harry Potter and the

With a flying house, a
talking dog, and a big adventure, the movie is enjoyable for all ages.

2014
The first episode of

The Flash debuted. The
Flash is a spin-off show
of Arrow, The Flash is
into its 6th season.

2013
The final episode of The

Deathly Hallows: Part
2 debuted. The movie
brought in a total of $381
million in the box office.

2016
One Direction broke up.

Office aired. The first
episode aired in 2005,
and in 2013 the series
ended.

2018
The final book of the Red

The popular boy band
was formed in 2010 and
broke up in 2016.

2015
Watch Me (written by

Queen series. War Storm,
written by Victoria Aveyard, was released in May
of 2018.

2017
Loosely based on the

Silentó), was released,
which sparked the Whip
and Nae Nae to become
popular.

Archie Comics, Riverdale,
the mysterious TV show
was released. It was just
renewed for a 5th season.

2019
LOTS of movies released.
From Avengers Endgame
to Toy Story 4 to Little
Women, hundreds of
movies were released.

Toys of the decade
Payton Margenau
Reporter

2011

2013

The limelight then shifted
to the LeapPad Explorer.

In 2013, Big Hugs Elmo
took the crown. This toy
was a lifesize doll that
could hug you back, as
well as sing and dance.

2015

2017

2019

In 2015, a BB-8 Star
Wars Toy Droid was the
most popular toy. After
“Star Wars: The Force
Awakens” sold out on its
first day, the BB-8 droid
quickly became a favorite.

In 2017, Fingerlings
captured the hearts of
children around America.
Fingerlings are little, robotic dolls that hug your
fingers, and they usually
take the shape of some
adorable animals

2019 brought the L.O.L
Surprise Under Wraps
doll, which involves
stickers, secret codes, and
all sorts of fun.

2010

2012

2014

2016

2018

The toy was the iPad.The
iPad gave kids and adults
ways to explore their creativity, and connect with
others like never before.

The WiiU became the
most popular. Kids, and
more specifically gamers,
loved it because of it’s
updated hardware.

In 2014, an Elsa doll was
the most popular. The
release of Frozen led to
a huge boom for Disney
merchandise.

Next year it was Hatchimals that dominated the
toy industry. Hatchimals
was an interactive egg,
that given enough love
and care, would hatch.

2018 brought the popular
Harry Potter Coding Kit,
which immersed kids in
the Harry Potter experience.
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Closings of businesses throughout the decade
Brooke Bound
Reporter

2011
Borders, a bookstore

chain started in Michigan, filed for bankruptcy.
Due to a failure to keep
up with the times as
well as competition with
other businesses.

2010
The popular video rental

chain, Blockbuster, filed for
bankruptcy. After closing
many of its stores, some
were bought, and there
is currently only one left
somewhere in Oregon.

2018
The local frozen yogurt

shop closed down in 2018.
Once a haven for intermediate and middle schoolers,
this bike-able, chill hangout went out of business.
RIP bike-able froyo.

2018
Sears filed for bankruptcy,

but it’s not technically out
of business yet. It has lost
over 1000 stores in the last
several years. The company was driven into debt by
poor leadership.

2019
The children’s clothing

store Gymboree filed for
bankruptcy twice within a
two-year period. It closed
its “Janie and Jack” line
of stores, and is shutting
down over 800 stores.

2019
The clothing line is closing

hundreds of stores after filing for bankruptcy, but it is
trying to restructure in order
to resurface. Forever 21 will
withdraw from 40 different
countries.
Page 9
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Stella Birrenkott, Entertainment Editor

The next season is truly out of this world
Anna Alfred
Columnist

On December 24th, the Netflix original,
Lost in Space released its second season.
Lost in Space is about a large group of people who have no choice but to leave Earth due
to the vast amounts of pollution that filled
Earth after a fatal asteroid crash.
The people travel to space to find a “paradise planet” called Alpha Centauri to resettle
there and colenate it. Their initial way of getting to the planet was through a space station
they built, called the Resolute.
However when the colony of people took
off on the journey to migrating to Alpha Centauri, they quickly found themselves in problematic situations.
In the middle of space, they found Resolute
getting attacked by unknown creatures which
were later found out to be robots. The attacks
had forced the people on board to evacuate using mini spaceships called Jupiters. Each family on board took a Jupiter but unfortunately
many of the Jupiters crash landed on an unknown planet.
This is where the Robinson family came
into play. They were one of the crash victims
and did not get much of a chance to recover as
they quickly met trouble.
Their ship, called the Jupiter 2 crashed into
a glacier bed. Fortunately, most family was
able to escape but their ship unfortunately
finds its fate in rapidly freezing water.
During this time, the Robinsons continue
to face problems like, unfreezing one of the
children whose fate was just as good as their
ship’s and… encountering more “evil” robots?
When the Robinsons get back into tact, they
decide to make a make-shift base on the planet
they crash landed on and found out that the
reason they were attacked in the first place was

Source: IMDb

due to the Resolute’s parts!
It turns out that the asteroid that hit Earth,
wasn’t a meteor at all.
It was an alien spacecraft that Earth scientists used as the basis for the Resolute, complete with a stolen engine.
The robots that attacked the Resolute was
just looking for something that belonged to
them- thus why they attacked it!
After a bit, The Robinsons finally find themselves back in space, on track again for their
paradise planet- but unfortunately, with the
luck they have, they get sucked into a space
wormhole.
From there, season 2 picks up. The Robinsons find themselves on a different planet, this
time in the middle of a large body of water.
After turning their ship into a makeshift
boat and somehow escaping using a large bolt
of lightning as an energy source, the Robinsons get back into space and quickly find the
abandoned Resolute- however a robot that was
from the initial attack still lingered there- who
killed all but a few who were unable to leave
the ship.
Not knowing there was a killer crippled robot on board, the Robinsons get back on board
in search for any survivors.
Season 2 of Lost in Space is a great addition
to the first season as it documents even more
shocking secrets the show has to offer.

Source: IMDb

Top 5 movies on Disney Plus
Stella Birrenkott
Entertainment Editor

Almost all of Disney’s new and classic
movies are now available through their new
streaming service Disney Plus! Here are
some of the top five Disney movies that are
on Disney Plus.
1. Avatar
Avatar remains the highest-grossing movie at the international box office, telling the
story of the brilliant world of Pandora and
Jake Sully, a former paralyzed marine who
can now walk through his avatar on Pandora.
He falls in love with a native woman, and
fights for the environmental protection of
the culturally significant Pandora. Avatar is
the first in a four part series, with Avatar 2
set to premiere in 2021.
2. Ratatouille
Ratatouille is a classic Disney film, telling
the story of a rat with a love of cooking.
Page 10

Following a famous chef’s advice that anyone can cook, he begins to train under garbage boy Linguini, and is able to prove his
talent to a food critic.
3. Brave
Brave is a story of true bravery. Merida is
a talented archer, but her parents want her to
be a princess first.
Merida doesn’t want to fit in the confines of
princess duties, and makes a dangerous wish
and has to find the courage to
fix it before time runs out.
4. Cool Runnings
Cool Runnings is a comedy/
sports movie based on the
true story of the first Jamaican
bobsled team.
The team trains to become
worthy of the Olympics, and
shows everyone what they
can do.
The Purple Sage

5. Avengers: Endgame
Avengers: Endgame tells the story of Tony
Stark alone in space, while the rest of the
Avengers have to figure out how to get back
their friends from the Thanos smackdown.
The 2019 movie is still a fan favorite on Disney Plus.
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New series on Disney Plus Repeat it
Rachel Humphrey
Columnist

“All I Want”
by Olivia Rodrigo
and Matt Cornett

Source: IMDb

High School Musical the Musical the Series
is a surprisingly enjoyable musical teen drama
show now available on Disney Plus. The show
seems to take inspiration from other shows
like The Office and Glee.
The directoral flares are reminiscent of The
Office, the musical numbers remind many of
Glee and the show has more joyful or dramatic tones similar to other shows on the Disney
Channel like Girl Meets World and Andi Mack.
The show takes place at the same school
the original High School Musical movies were
filmed and are not part of the same continuity
of the movies.
The show itself primarily focuses on Ricky
Bowen (Joshua Bassett), a junior who wants
to gain back the affections of his ex Nini Salazar-Roberts (Olivia Rodrigo). Ricky’s plan hits
a road bump when he finds out Nini is dating
Senior E.J Caswell (Matt Cornett) from her
theater camp. Meanwhile, new drama teacher
Miss Jenn announces that the musical will be
High School Musical to the excitement of the
students.
Ricky comes up with a grandiose plan to
audition for the musical in order to win Nini
back because he knows both Nini and E.J. will
be auditioning. To the surprise of everyone,
Ricky and Nini secure themselves the two
leading roles, who also happen to be romantic
interests. This stirs even more drama as E.J.

This original song
written by castmembers showcases talent.

Skip it

“A Billion Sorrys”
by Matt Cornett
This original song
wasn’t a fan favorite, and it wasn’t
supposed to be.
Source: IMDb
Source: IMDb

and new transfer student Gina Porter (Sofia
Wylie) both want the lead roles and may do
anything to get them.
The show’s premise is pretty simplistic, but
it allows for variations and pleasant surprises.
The show follows deeper themes of divorce
and heartache while still keeping a lighter
more enjoyable tone. There are also side stories including a romance between the choreographer Carlos (Frankie Rodriguez) and Seb
(Joe Serafini), the boy playing Sharpay Seb
as well as side segments about E.J.’s cousin
and talented songwriter Ashlyn Caswell (Julia
Lester) and Ricky’s best friend Big Red (Larry
Saperstein).
These additions add interest and happier
moments to divert from the main drama. The

actors all shine in this show and their musical
talent adds a unique element.
Rodrigo and Bassett in particular co-wrote
a song called Just for a Moment which is one
of the best songs in the show. However, all the
songs in the soundtrack are phenomenal, like
Out of the Old, Wondering, and Truth, Justice
and Songs in Our Key to name a few.
As of now, all ten episodes in season one
have been uploaded and the show has been
confirmed a season two and will start shooting
in a few months. If you find yourself enjoying the soundtrack it is available on Spotify
and iTunes. If you like musicals as well and
want to watch others on Disney+, Newsies and
The Sound of Music are both fantastic choices
available.

Cartoon by Sammy Geraci
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Anne with an E’s third season is brilliant
Stella Birrenkott
Entertainment Editor

Anne with an E’s long-awaited third season
premiered on Netflix on January 3rd, 2020.
Anne with an E is based on the classic story of
Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery.
Anne Shirley, who is portrayed by the brilliant Amybeth McNulty, is a thirteen year old
orphan who is seeking her place in the world
in the late 1890’s when she is adopted by siblings Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert who live
at Green Gables on Prince Edward Island
. Anne soon discovers that the Cuthberts
were expecting a boy, and the abusive orphanage had made a mistake. Anne’s whimsical
spirit soon transforms the lives of the Cuthberts, and everyone on the island.
Anne with E beautifully handles topics such
as feminism, identity, racism, bullying, sexism, predjudice, and sexual assault.
The story follows the luminous and imaginative Anne Shirley-Cuthbert as she grows
from a thirteen year old seeking a sense of
place to a young woman with a bright future.
Anne with an E’s third season tackles romance, brave adventure and important discoveries. Anne turns sixteen, and beings to
wonder her roots, and about her late parents.
She also begins to move on to a bright future
in college to become a teacher, along with her
best friend and kindred spirit, Diana Barry.
She also realizes her affection for Gilbert
Blythe, an aspiring doctor and longtime friend.
Gilbert Blythe is living with his friend
Bash, who he met on a steamship in Trinidad.
Bash and Gilbert’s friendship is new for those
of Prince Edward Island, as well as the presence of his kind wife and new baby.
Anne’s bright spirit allows her to show the
town that they are always quick to point out
differences, when we are all so alike. This
comes with the arrival of Ka’kwet, a young
indigneous girl of the Mi’kmaq nation.
Her father sells hockey sticks to the young
boys, and her adventurous spirit allows her to
be a kindred spirit to Anne. Ka’kwet and Anne
quickly become friends, and Anne writes
an article in the school newspaper about the
Mi’kmaq nation and culture.
The story extends when the government
wants all indigenous children to attend a re-education school. When a dance rehearsal generates tension when unwanted advances are
made between a boy in their class and Anne’s
friend, she rallies for justice.
Anne organizes a rally for justice when her
friend is blamed for rumours that surfaced af-

The
Gnome
Rating
System
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What it means:
It was awful!
Recommendation:
Not recommended
at all

Source: IMDb

ter she rejected a classmate’s advances.
Anne steps into the next chapter of her life
when she passes the Queen’s exam for teaching school, and is moving out of Green Gables
to begin a bright future. She also comes to a
pivotal point in a possible relationship with
Gilbert, when Anne realizes that she may be
in love with him.
Anne with an E was created by Moira
Walley-Beckett, and produced by Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation. The third season
was announced to be it’s final one, long after
filming was completed.
This created an uproar amongst heartbroken fans of the beloved show, with #saveannewithane trending on Twitter and support from
many prominent figures, including actor Ryan
Reynolds to renew the show for a fourth season. The cancellation comes from the parting
of CBC and Netflix, and a contract deadline.

Source: IMDb

Moira Walley-Beckett assures fans that
Anne’s story ended on a whimsically bright
note, on the cusp of a bright future. If fans
want to continue to follow Anne’s story, it
extends in Lucy Maud Montgomery’s classic
books.

What it means:
It was okay.

What it means:
It was good.

What it means:
It was great!

What it means:
It was phenomenal!

Recommendation:
Not recommended

Recommendation:
Possibly recommended

Recommendation:
Recommended

Recommendation:
Definitely
recommended
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Ebba Harrison and Robyn Ryan, Sports Editors

Girls basketball challenges conference opponents
Olivia Napadensky
Reporter

Now that it finally feels like winter, it is only
appropriate that we move indoors to the fieldhouse to watch the Waunakee Girls Basketball
team play many competitive games that will
bring them closer to State.
The team is currently 12-3.
A recent game was a 58-37 point win against
Watertown on January 18th in the Badger Challenge.
So far, their biggest triumph of the new year
was a conference win against Reedsburg, scoring five points in the last 10 seconds for the win.
A three by junior Ebba Harrison tied the game
at 57.
Junior Elena Maier nailed a jumper at the
buzzer to defeat the Beavers. The final score was
59-57.
One of their three losses came from Beaver
Dam. Junior Lauren Statz knew it was going
to be a tough game. “They are number one in
the Badger North and have a ton of talent,” said

Statz.
Luckily the two teams will face each other again on February 1st at Beaver Dam, and
Waunakee can have another chance to push them
off their 1st place spot.
When asked about what was special about
the team this year, Maier said, “I feel our team
chemistry and the different skill sets we have are
special. Girls are stepping up to be leaders, and
everyone trusts each other.”
Although the team has a lot of younger players, with only four seniors, there is no doubt that
the stress put on team connections and doing the
homework of watching film is the reason the
team is doing so well this year.
You can see the girls in action on January
30th for an away game as they take on LaFollette, who currently have a 4-7 record.
Their next home game is on February 4th
against DeForest.
The Warriors will try to rebound from losing
a 61-53 battle to the Norskies in December. Tip
off is 7:15 p.m.

Photo by Sandy Meeker

Senior Brooke Ehle defends an Appleton West
opponent. Ehle scored 14 points in Waunakee’s
64-46 win over Appleton West.

Wrestling celebrates multiple wins and milestones
Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

2020 has been treating Waunakee Wrestling
well.
The team has started the new year going 3-0
in Conference Duels and winning the River
Valley tournament as a team.
It all started on Friday, January 3rd at
Reedsburg High School.
The final team score was 51-19, a great win
for the Warriors. Eight of the ten wins were
by pins.
The next stop was Mount Horeb High
School.
On January 10th, the team celebrated more
than just their 65-3 win; they also celebrated
junior Sam Lorenz’s 100th career win. He is
only the 14th wrestler in Waunakee history to
exceed 100 wins. Given he is only a junior,
he is on track to pass his older brother, Nate
Lorenz, who finished his career with 141 wins.
Sam also holds the title of most wins (46),
back points (158), and pins (26) in a season
(2017-18).
This excitement from this big milestone
followed the team overnight and helped lead
them to winning the River Valley tournament
the next day.
As for individual results, junior Kolby
Heinz (120), senior Nick Schweitzer (126), junior Brayson Ellis (138), senior Behrett Statz
(145), senior Colton Grindle (170), and freshman Jack Schweitzer (195) all won first place.
Lorenz placed second at 132, and sophomore
Jayden Frie (106), senior Kyle Wilcox (152),
and sophomore Kaden Hooker (160) earned
third.
Following the successful weekend came another Badger Conference Duel against Beaver
Dam in Waunakee. The final team score was
63-15 and the team received two wins by forfeit.
Next for the Warriors was a duel against
conference rival, DeForest Norskies. The meet
was Friday, January 24 at Waunakee High
School. It was Senior Night and Waunakee
won 58-14.
January 29, 2020

Junior Sam Lorenz earns his 100th career win at Mt. Horeb High School.
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Gymnastics emphasizes confidence wSports Briefs
Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

The Waunakee-DeForest gymnastics team
continues to improve and perform at a high
level each week.
“This year, me and the team have been performing at our absolute best efforts,” said senior Caylee Powers. “Whether we win or lose,
we are still champions. We compete with our
inner selves and try to improve ourselves instead of comparing with other teams.”
Waunakee-DeForest defeated Sauk Prairie
in a home meet. Following their win, Waunakee placed 4th in the Watertown Invitational
with Powers finishing 9th on the uneven bars.
“This year, being a senior, I have specifically improved my mindset of the entire sport.
Instead of being nervous for doing a routine
that I’ve been doing for years, I have learned
to trust myself and my body. Always attack

and never look back,” said Powers.
Looking forward, the team is excited for the
conference meet. “I am very ecstatic for this
because within my four years of high school,
we have never once had a big important meet
like this located in the Waunakee fieldhouse,”
said Powers.
With either success or loss in their future,
the gymnasts are happy to create friendships
and have fun.
“My favorite part of the season this year is
seeing everyone grow from complete strangers to family within weeks,” said Powers.
“Our team goals for this season are for everyone to be confident with what they have
to show off to the judges, to get comfortable
with competing and showing off your months
worth of practice, as well as to have fun and
never be afraid. This sport teaches us not only
gymnastics but how to be a tougher person.”

Boys swim to host conference meet
Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Coming into the 2019-20 season, the
Waunakee Boy’s Swim Team was considered
to be an underdog due to the lack of athletes,
compared to most teams. On average, a team
will have 30+ swimmers; Waunakee only has
21 and has not faced any setbacks.
Last year the team qualified two swimmers
to State, graduate Jason Tuschl who competed
in the 200 Yard IM and 100 Yard Butterfly, as
well as current junior Zach Vinson who swam
in the 100 Yard Backstroke and 200 Yard IM.
This year, Vinson personally hopes to place in
the top 10 at State and have the team qualify
two relays.

On Friday February 7, the boys will host this
year’s Badger North Conference Meet, starting at 6p.m. This home-pool advantage may
be the secret weapon the team needs to end the
six year winning streak Sauk Prairie has in this
meet. “Sauk is definitely our toughest competition this year. We have been working very
hard to finally beat them and become Conference Champs,” said Vinson. He believes they
have a very high chance given nearly everyone on the team has dropped time this season.
In his main events, the 100 Fly and 100 Back,
Vinson has dropped 2-3 seconds in each.
On Tuesday January 28 the team had a dual
at McFarland High School starting at 6 p.m.
Results were unavailable for this edition.

Photo by Sydney Schumacher

A Waunakee swimmer finishes his heat. The Waunakee boys swim team hopes to exceed
expectations and strives for a Conference Championship.

Boys hockey is ready to show their talent
Olivia Napadensky
Reporter

The Waunakee boys hockey team is ready
for redemption after last season, placing 2nd in
the Badger North Conference and falling 9-4
in the state playoff game against Sun Prairie.
The boys are ready to bring it all this season.
Currently, the boys have a record of 11
wins and four losses. Results for Waunakee’s
games against Monona Grove and KMMO are
unavailable for this edition. On January 18th,
Waunakee lost to the Onalaska/La Crosse Hilltoppers with the final score 6-5. The Warriors
bounced back on January 21st and added a 9-2
win over Janesville.
This season, the team’s leading scorers inPage 14

clude juniors Steven Pasinato and Drew Christianson, along with sophomore Isaac Nett.
Christianson is excited about the new talent,
after losing graduates Mason Ihrke and Keegan Ripley. “Our team has the best chance of
going to state more than ever. We have a lot of
talent throughout the bench and have what it
takes to win the section and more,” said Christianson.
Needless to say, the team is ready to take on
whatever is thrown at them.
The Warriors will travel to Baraboo/Portage’s home rink to play them on January 30th.
On February 6th, the Warriors return home to
the Ice Pond and play against Sauk Prairie.
Puck drops at 7:30 p.m.
The Purple Sage

Boys basketball starts the new year with
tough matchups
Starting 2020 with an 8-1 record, the
Waunakee boys basketball team began the
new year by earning a hard fought win
against conference rival DeForest on January 4th. Waunakee led DeForest most of the
game, but the fate of the game came down to
a missed free throw with only a few seconds
left by a Norski. That free throw would have
tied the game and possibly send it into overtime. The Warriors pulled out a 57-54 win
against a then ranked Division Two team.
Since taking down the Norskies, Waunakee won two and lost two games. Mt. Horeb,
in the bottom half of the Badger North Conference standings, beat the Warriors in a
66-52 upset. Waunakee bounced back and
earned two road wins against Reedsburg
and Middleton. When the boys returned
home for a matchup against undefeated LaFollette, the Lancers triumphed, winning
71-56. LaFollette’s leading scorer, senior
Isaiah Stewart, notched 20 points for the
night while junior Caden Nelson added 19
points to Waunakee’s 56.
The Warriors face 0-7 Baraboo on Tuesday, February 11th in the Fieldhouse.
-compiled by Ebba Harrison

Competition heats up on the ski hills
For most people, skiing means going down
the bunny hill a few times with friends-maybe
a Blue Diamond if they’re feeling spontaneous
at the end of the day-and sitting in the warm
Lodge drinking Hot Cocoa for a majority of
the day. But for the members of Waunakee
High School’s Alpine Team, that is far from
ordinary.
Their 2019-20 season has started with high
hopes after returning three skiers who competed at State last year. Senior Lawson Ludwig
won the Boy’s Giant Slalom, placed second
in the Super G, and sixth in Slalom. Fellow
teammate, sophomore Reed Schuster, placed
56th in the Slalom and 100th in Giant Slalom.
For the girls, sophomore Ava Ludwig finished in fourth place last season in Girl’s Super G and 86th in Slalom.
The girl’s team currently stands in seventh
in their conference after three meets. Ludwig
leads the team with 70 points, which puts her
in second place in the conference, five points
behind the leader. She placed second at the
first meet of the season on January 6th at Tyrol
Basin in Giant Slalom. The following week
she placed third in Slalom and on January 23
she placed second in GS.
As for the boy’s team, they currently rank
second in the conference. Lawson Ludwig
leads the team with 90 points, followed by
Schuster with 35. Ludwig leads the conference in points and has placed first at every
meet thus far.
On February 10th the team will compete at
the Wisconsin High School Alpine Racing Association (WHSARA) Southern Conference
Race where the top three individuals from
each event and the four highest scoring teams
will qualify for the State meet the following
week in LaCrosse, WI.
-compiled by Robyn Ryan
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Sports
Girls hockey skates towards State appearance
Olivia Napadensky
Reporter

The Cap City Cougars are working hard
to make their 4th consecutive appearance at
State. So far this season, the Cougars have recorded 14 wins and one loss, along with six
shutouts.
The Cougars ended up scoring 13 goals and
only let in one in an away game against Beaver Dam on December 7.
On December 10, Cap City played their
biggest competitor: the Metro City Lynx. Cap
City ended the game with a win and a score
of 3-1. However, they faced the Lynx one
more time on Tuesday, January 21st, losing
this game, 4-2. The Cougars remain first in the
Badger Conference despite the loss.
Despite the fact that the team has lost many
important seniors they continue to beat most
of their competition with returning leading
scorers senior Zephryn Jager of LaFollette and
junior Amanda Bauer of Waunakee.
To Bauer, the turnover means the team
needs to “build a strong team atmosphere and
work together.”
Most people would agree that the Cougars
are a shoe in at state, but Bauer has a different
view on how the season will play out. “Last
year we needed to show up and play our best,
like we deserve to play there. So far this season, it doesn’t look to be,” said Bauer.
Nonetheless, the statistics do not lie. The
Cap City Cougars have their eyes on not only
making it to the State Tournament, but winning their remaining regular season games.
You can see the Cougars in action at the Ice
Pond on February 15th in a matchup against
Beaver Dam.

Photo by Sara Bliefernicht

Waunakee juniors Amanda Bauer and Lauren Bliefernicht stand next to each other, ready for their
time on the ice.
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Kenzie Roepke

Ben Luebke
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Interview by Robyn Ryan

Interview by Robyn Ryan

Gymnastics

Hockey

Purple Sage: What sport are you in and how long have you been playing?
Kenzie Roepke: I think I’ve been doing gymnastics for maybe 7 years total,
I can’t exactly remember.

Purple Sage: What sport are you in and how long have you been playing?
Ben Luebke: I play hockey. I have been skating since I was 4 years old. I
have been a goalie for 8 years.

PS: How did you originally get into the sport?
KR:I originally got into it because I was in softball at the time but I was
always doing handstands and other things so my parents decided to put me in
gymnastics.

PS: How did you originally get into the sport?
BL: My brother started playing hockey and I wanted to be like him.

PS: What has been your favorite memory from the season?
KR: My favorite memory from the seasons has been gaining new friends
from other grades since we’re all mixed together.
PS: Most memorable game/ meet from your high school career?
KR: I don’t necessarily have one meet that stands out from all the others
because each meet is so fun and we always do different random things.
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PS: What has been your favorite memory from the season?
BL: My favorite memory from this season winning at Reedsburg because
ever since I started high school hockey, we haven’t won at their rink.
PS: Most memorable game/ meet from your high school career?
BL: My most memorable game was my first home game as a sophomore
and winning the game.

The Purple Sage
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Sydney Jezik

Thanks for the memeries <3*!
2011

AGES

A tribute to some of the most iconic memes of the decade.
2012

In 2011, Keanu Reeves
and his famous conspiracy
theory meme ushered in a
new era of memage
following the death of
rage memes and emoticons.

2013

2015

2014

2016

2017
In 2014 the ALS Ice Bucket
challenge swept over social media
and rapidly devolved from a
meaningful charity initiative to,
well, a meme.

2020

2018
2019

TikTok rose to fame over the
summer of 2019. Meme experts say
it’s bound to die within the next few
months. For all our sakes,
we hope not.

In 2019 Disney made the
best decision in its history
when it created the cutest
character ever.

* Deepest apologies from The Purple Sage staff: “Thnks fr th
Mmrs,” the inspiration behind this subtitle, is from 2007 and is
even more outdated and boring than most of the memes in this
list. By the time we caught this mistake it was too late to correct
it. The offending staffer has been punished with their ringtone
changed to“Never Gonna Give You Up.”
Images from knowyourmeme.com and imgflip.com
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Gnoel the
Gnome
is hidden
somewhere
in this issue.
Try to find
him.
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