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The Whole Shebang conquers districts

Oct. 18th, 2019, Waunakee High School hosted the district-level 
competition of the Wisconsin High School Theater Festival (WHSTF) 
One Act competition. 

Waunakee’s Drama Club performed at 6:45pm in the high school’s 
Performing Arts Center (PAC) to an audience of fans and competitors 
— with the latter comprising the One Act casts and crews of DeForest, 
Poynette and Monona Grove high schools. 

Waunakee’s One Act received favorable reviews from a panel of 
four adjudicators. The One Act has now advanced to the sectional level 
of the One Act competition, which will take place on Oct. 29th-30th, 
2019, in Waunakee, Wisconsin. Following sectionals is the state festi-
val in Milwaukee, which will take place in November.

This year, Waunakee is performing The Whole Shebang, a 40-min-
ute single-act play. Junior Allison Smith stars as Marge, a stressed dra-
ma instructor who herself is trying to put on a One Act play, but must 
simultaneously manage rival directors, a host of bickering students and 
advisors and inconvenient technical issues. Junior Allison Horvatin 
plays a future version of Marge, who has been placed in a mental asy-
lum following the stress of putting on the One Act.

“I play a lot of really comedic roles, and this time it feels like I’m 
taking a more serious approach to comedy… but I have to make it fun-
ny for the audience, so I have to find the balance of when to be super 
serious and when to be more comedic,” said Horvatin.

The Whole Shebang utilizes interesting technical effects that, in 

Sydney Jezik
News Editor

Photo by Sydney Jezik
Junior Allison Smith, who plays Marge, wields a 
battle-axe on the stage of The Whole Shebang.

“I think that drama club is getting off to a 

very strong start.”

Junior Allison Horvatin

See SHEBANG w Page 3

some ways, sets it apart from Waunakee’s One 
Acts in previous years. At one point, seniors 
Olivia Foght and Victoria McKellar, who re-
spectively play Lila Graham and Kathren 
Hoggadorn (the aforementioned rival direc-
tors), run off the stage and into the aisles. At 
another point, the theater goes dark, and a se-
ries of flashing spotlights illuminates an action 
scene on-stage. 

These technical effects are engineered by 
the crew of the One Act. This year, the crew 
is composed of over 30 students, with junior 
Sophie Wilcks as stage manager, junior El-
liot Petroff responsible for lighting and junior 
Maddy Nelson in charge of the sound board.

At the end of last year, Waunakee High School experienced many 
faculty changes. Very prominent among these was Brian Borowski’s 
appointment to head principal, as well as the hiring of three new associ-
ate principals: Eric Huttenberg, Steve Hernandez and Deanne Lensert.

“I think the new [associate] principals are managing decently. I’ve 
seen a few rough spots because they aren’t familiar enough with the 
school yet, but I think Borowski is helping as much as he can,” said se-
nior Kylea Uppena. Uppena spent the three previous years of her high 
school career with Principal Kersten and Associate Principals Brian 
Borowski and Brian Grabarski, prior to Kersten’s retiring, Borowski’s 
appointment to head principal and Grabarski’s appointment to school 
district Director of Human Resources, and when Huttenberg was still a 
Social Studies instructor.

In addition to Borowski and Huttenberg moving, the school has hired 
nine new faces. Hernandez and Lensert are, of course, the new asso-
ciate principals; Grace Malek teaches English 9 and 10 and Yearbook; 
Kristen Thomason teaches Modern Literature and English 10; Mary 
Paulson instructs Algebra, Introduction to Statistics and FST; Paantena 
Weber instructs Geometry and Advanced Algebra; Meg Shaffar teaches 
Biology and Chemistry; Lauren Michiels teaches US History and So-
cial Problems; Mike Taschek is the new school police liason; and Me-
gan Bunkleman has taken over as guidance and scholarship counselor, 
in lieu of Barb Fassbender’s retirement.

“[The hiring process involves when] staff apply, and then a commit-
tee made of department members and administration screen those can-
didates to determine who will be interviewed,” said Borowski. “The 

interview team is made up of members from 
the department, administration, a parent and a 
student.”

The process was the same for candidates 
both unknown and internal. 

“[Waunakee High School] has been su-
per welcoming. Everyone’s been really open 
about answering any questions... the students 
have been wonderful; just really, really po-
lite and overall respectful student body,” said 
Michiels, the new Social Studies instructor.

PurpleSage
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NHS Halloween in the Halls: bringing service and candy 

Waunakee success at 
KEMPA conference

At the fall 2019 Kettle Moraine Press As-
sociation conference for high school journal-
ism, the Waunakee High School newspa-
per The Purple Sage won the highest-level 
award possible, the All-KEMPA award, for 
its excellence in format and content.

Award results for Yearbook have not yet 
been published for fall-issued yearbooks. 
However, Technology and Engineering in-
structor Jeff Willauer, who acts as Yearbook 
advisor, led a session at the conference and 
was instated to the KEMPA Hall of Fame for 
his work.

-compiled by Sydney Jezik

Benjamin Ford
Reporter

New classes offer wide range of learning
Claire Borgelt

Reporter

 If you or your family is looking for a fun 
place to go trick or treating, or to just stop by 
for some fun games and activities, you should 
try Halloween in the Halls.

This event is put on by the National Honor 
Society event with the goal of providing a safe 
place to trick-or-treat. 

All are welcomed to this event, from high 
schoolers and their families to families that do 
not have children yet in school. 

Senior Lauren Rosenstock, who has vol-
unteered at this event for the past two years, 
wrote a short, detailed description of the event:

“Halloween in the Halls is a National Hon-
or Society event where kids from the entire 
community are invited to the High School to 
trick or treat. Admission is free, but we do en-
courage families to bring food donations. This 
year, Halloween in the Halls is on Tuesday, 
October 29, 4:30-6:30, and will take place 
in the 1200 and 1300 hallways as well as the 
cave and commons. 

“Kids of all ages can participate in trick or 
treating and fun games. We invite other clubs 
to join us as well by setting up activities/games 
for the kids to play as they walkthrough. It’s a 
great event for anyone in the community to at-
tend… Last year we had an amazing turnout! 
We’re really excited to see how many kids at-
tend this year.”

This year’s food donations will be go to the 
Waunakee Food Pantry. 

“Kids of all ages can participate in 

trick or treating and fun games.”

Senior Lauren Rosenstock

“We’re really excited to see how 

many kids attend this year.”

Senior Lauren Rosenstock

Poster submitted by Sammy Geraci
Halloween in the Halls is a recurring event put on 
by the Waunakee branch of the NHS.

If you wish to help out, you could email the 
advisor, English instructor Lisa Carothers, and 
ask if there is any way that you could help. 
You could either help set up the activities and 
games or help in other ways.

This would be a great event to try out if one 
is looking for a safe place to trick or treat with 
one’s family, to just come and enjoy the activ-
ities and games, or just hang out in the com-
mons and watch costumes go by. 

Since it is not on the day of Halloween, one 
may still go and be able to participate in their 
own Halloween events alongside this, includ-
ing trick or treating for a second time.

If you do participate, it is recommended that 
you take some food donations along with you. 
All donations are collected by students at the 
main entrance, the day of the event. It is not 
required to bring food donations to the event, 
but it would still be a big help if you and your 
family could do this for the event.

All are welcome to Halloween in the Halls, 
so please be sure to stop by because it will be 
a fun time for all the families that attend the 
event, and remember that admission is free.

This year, Waunakee High School’s curric-
ulum expanded to offer several new courses. 

Students with a wide variety of interests 
and skills have been given a broader range 
of learning opportunites, what with access to 
new classes such as Sports and Entertainment 
Marketing, Baking and Pastries and Sports 
Psychology. 

The enthusiasm has been immense, and 
teachers enjoy working with students that are 
truly passionate about what they are studying. 
Business Education instructor Sandra Mein-
holz teaches Sports and Entertainment Mar-
keting, a new class open to those who have 
taken Marketing 1 and 2. She credits high in-
terest levels for the creation of the course. 

“I had 11 students one year that took Sports 
and Entertainment Marketing as an indepen-
dent study course,” she said. “Considering 
there was that much interest, I knew there 
would be more that would want to take it so I 
created the course… I believe students feel it’s 
fun applying everything that has been learned 
throughout the last two years while looking at 
a specialized career area.” 

As well as bringing students subject matter 
that appeals to their interests, the courses have 

been a great opportunity for teachers hoping 
to share more of their expertise. Social Studies 
instructor Rick Breunig, who teaches Sports 
Psychology, said that “If Waunakee students 
want to learn how to play and attack life with-
out the debilitating effects of fear and anxiety, 
the Sport and Optimal Performance course is 
the perfect fit. It will help to optimize perfor-
mance in sports, exercise, work, music, pool, 
darts, skateboarding, academics or any other 
measurable behavior. Frankly, the course has 
been a blast to teach and yet a great opportuni-
ty to learn from the current experiences of our 
own students.” 

Junior Emma Nelson, one of his students, 
said: “I think it’s a really interesting class be-
cause we’re learning things that we can apply 
to our lives, whether that be in sports or any-
thing else. It’s so cool that we get to try out the 
techniques we learn when we play games in 
class, and get to see the progress we’re mak-
ing.”

Additionally, Family and Consumer Edu-
cation instructor Gillian Anderson said she is 
thrilled with the response to her new Baking 
and Pastries class. 

“We teach a number of students who love 
the baking aspect of our classes. 

“They jumped at the chance to further ex-
plore the art and science of baking... Mrs. 

“We’re learning things that we can 

apply to our lives.”

Junior Emma Nelson

“They jumped at the chance to fur-

ther explore the art... of baking.”

Instructor Gillian Anderson

Neitzel and I really enjoyed designing this 
course for our students.” 

The content of the courses looks as if it will 
be incredibly appealing, especially to those 
those who are searching to learn or sharpen 
specialized skills or delve into a specific area 
of study. 

Those enrolled in Sports psychology will 
learn what makes great athletes truly special, 
and work on understanding how to mentally 
master their competition. 

Baking and Pastries will allow young con-
fectioners to practice making basic doughs and 
batters, and soon move into complex croissant 
recipes and cake decorating. 

In Sports and Entertainment Marketing, stu-
dents will learn that amusement is what drives 
consumer spending by exploring what success 
in the industry looks like. 
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News
Homecoming 2019: the week in photo review

In charge of ‘the whole shebang’ is English 
instructor, PAC director and drama club advi-
sor Rick Braun, who directs Waunakee’s One 
Act (with juniors Emma Maas and Zack Cur-
ton and sophomore Reese Adler as student di-
rectors).

Braun discussed the current level of prepa-
ration the One Act has for sections and state.  
“Excellent. We’re so far ahead compared to 
where we normally are [each year].”

One Act’s cast includes sophomore Ruby 
Hlathein as Parkly Ophelia, sophomore 
Zach Grasee as Mitch Frieland, junior Alli-
son Smith as Marge, junior Allison Horvatin 
as future Marge, junior Elena Paul as Betty 
Koskins, junior Izzy Moore as Slidell Oph-
elia, junior DJ Petty as Miller Bentley, junior 
Sean Hall as Jeremy Cox, senior Olivia Foght 
as Lila Graham, Victoria McKellar as Kathren 
Hoggadorn and senior Cody Miller as Mark 
Hodges.

Many members of this year’s cast are up-
perclassmen — veterans of the Waunakee One 
Act program. Foght, McKellar and Miller all 
have participated in One Act every year of 

their high school careers. Last year, each had 
a starring role in the spring play A Midsum-
mer’s Night Dream by William Shakespeare.

Miller discussed his role as Mark Hodges in 
The Whole Shebang. 

In the play, Mark Hodges is another director 
in the One Act competition, a trusted friend of 
Marge, who ends up stabbing her in the back.

“I really love playing the role… I’m this 
powerful figure who is being very vindictive 
behind the scenes. It’s fun to be somebody 
who has this smug personality and at the end 
you kind of figure out what strings he’s been 
pulling, so I guess it’s fun to be a bad guy.”

“I really enjoy the fight choreography. Get-

“We’re so far ahead compared to 

where we normally are...”

Drama Club advisor Rick Braun

ting beaten up every night is phenomenal. You 
get to do a lot of experimenting with the role. 
If you watch closely, I do throw in some subtle 
Easter eggs about my character.”

In addition to the upperclassmen, this year’s 
One Act contains an active freshman compo-
nent. “They’re stepping into leading roles and 
tasks already,” said Braun.

“I did all the middle school drama stuff and 
I wanted to keep doing it [in high school],” 
said freshman Abby Truscott. “[One Act] is re-
ally fun, and all the upperclassmen are really 
nice and helpful.”

“I love One Act. It’s so much fun. I person-
ally think it’s going pretty well right now… 
we have rehearsal every day after school… I 
think we’re pretty well prepared,” said Smith.

“I think that drama club is getting off to a 
very strong start,” said Horvatin. 

“[This year] we have the One Act and the 
musical and a winter play, and I’m very ex-
cited for all of them because I feel each actor 
can find their unique strengths and build their 
skills.”

This year’s winter play will be As You Like 
It by William Shakespeare, and the spring mu-
sical will be Fiddler on the Roof by Joseph 
Stein, Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick.

“Getting beaten up every night 

is phenomenal.”

Senior Cody Miller

Photo by Sydney Jezik
Junior Allison Horvatin plays future Marge... or, 
as the cast calls the character, “Marge in chains.” 

SHEBANG
wContinued from page 1

Photo submitted by Petra Mallon
Juniors show their gameday faces before a loss 
to the seniors at the Sunday Powderpuff game.

Photo submitted by Kaylee Buckwalter
Seniors Madison Behm and Kaylee Buckwalter 
show off red, white, and blue spirit on Monday.

Photo submitted by Meta Jezik
Sophomores Riley Fackrell and Scott Jezik play 
“Elvis” to help their class win Thursday’s pep rally.

Photo by Sydney Jezik
A banner by the fieldhouse entrance displays the 
faces of the 2019 homecoming court.

Photo by Callie Kewsilewski
Juniors Ava Haugen, Matthew Pulvermacher and 
Rachel Kensick dress for Tacky Tourist Tuesday.

Photo by Callie Kesilewski
Freshmen Ally Saleh and Peyton Teasdale show up 
to school straight from an 1980s disco.
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“I wanted a VSCO girl 
theme.”
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Grade 10

“I really liked them.”
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“There should’ve 
been more theme 

participation.”

Alyson Schaefer
Staff

Homecoming ticket website needs review
Kailee Willers

Columnist

MySchoolDance is the website 
that the school used for Homecom-
ing tickets this year. MySchoolDance 
doesn’t work because it treats students 
like middle schoolers, taking away all 
of their responsibility and putting it 
all on parents and school administra-
tors, overall making the dance process 
much more complicated and stressful. 
MySchoolDance overcomplicates ev-
erything from guests, to payment, and 
entering and leaving the dance.

Revtrak was the old system the 
school used for dances. It knows whom 
you are, your credit card number and 
email. Students can use it on their 
phones. Google “Revtrak,” and it takes 
you there. The site remembered user-
names and passwords, so all someone 
needed to do was click on the dance, 
choose how many tickets to buy, and 
they were done! Revtrak takes about 
30 seconds to buy dance tickets.

On the other hand, MySchoolDance 
has no idea who you are. It doesn’t 
remember your email, payment meth-
od, username, or password. My-
SchoolDance makes you enter in a 
credit card manually every time. Most 
to all students don’t have credit cards, 
so students have to go to their parents 
to ask for their credit cards every time 
they want to buy school dance tickets. 
This annoys parents. A student can buy 
four tickets to a Packers Game, includ-
ing a parking spot, faster than they can 
buy a ticket to Waunakee’s Homecom-
ing. Revtrak was simple, fast and easy 
to use, whereas MySchoolDance is 
not. 

The way MySchoolDance deals 
with either kind of guest is a huge is-
sue. MySchoolDance forces students 
to give their guest’s email, their guest’s 
parents email, their guest’s principal’s 
email and a confirmation check from 
all three of these people in order for 
them to attend. The confirmation of the 
guest is not the issue. Of course, the 
guest should be aware that their tick-
et was bought, but the confirmation of 
parents and principals is completely 
unnecessary. No high school princi-

Interested in an 
Open Position?

Contact 
Sammy Geraci or 
Ms. Rademacher 

in 1502

pal cares if their student is attending 
another school’s dance, nor should 
they. It’s not the business of a prin-
cipal to know what every single one 
of their students is doing at all times. 
It is the business of the principal to 
make sure everything happening at 
school is safe and fun, not to micro-
manage the students. The parents of 
guests from other schools also do not 
need to be emailed because it is the 
guest’s job to notify their parents, 
not the school’s.    
Students and guests have to learn to 
take responsibility for their plans and 
if the school takes over all of the re-
sponsibility, when are students going 
to learn? Take into consideration the 
students whose guests are 18 and/or 
have already graduated high school. 
The parents of an 18 year old do not 
care if their adult is going to a high 
school dance and will throw out any 
email they receive about it because it 
is not their responsibility or business. 
Not only that, but the dean of their 
college would definitely throw out 
the email before even reading it. This 
process is especially necessary for 
the guests who graduated from here 
last year. In years past, all students 
needed to bring a guest to the dance 
was a simple paper form that takes 
about two minutes to fill out and 
hand back into the office. The wild 
goose chase of unnecessary emails 
was ridiculous. The only person that 
should get an email is the student and 
their guest(s) because it is their re-
sponsibility, time, money, and life. 

Entering the dance should be easy, 
right? Walk through the door, check 
in, and done! Wrong. Since the check 
in table was eliminated, students 
needed either printed paper tickets or 
have their phone open for scanning 
to get checked in. Due to the longer 
process and the fact that there were 3 
scanners instead of 6 lines to check 
in, a crowded area formed, leading 
to a people pushed out the door into 
the freezing cold. We have a large 
school and lots of physical space, so 
students should not have to wait out-
side in their formal wear when it is 
raining in order to enter the school. 

Because of the lack of order, there 
were no lines, and students were 
pushing and shoving to get in the 
building. It was a cold Wisconsin 
October night. Of course, every-
one wanted to be inside imme-
diately. If the scanners took five 
steps back and stood where the 
check in table was, it would have 
been a faster process to enter the 
school. Remember those coddling 
parent signatures from earlier? 
Parents had the option when they 
electronically signed the form to 
get text notifications when their 
student enters and leaves the 
dance. Parents had the option to 
stalk their children, helicopter 
parent, and micromanage their 
child by knowing where they are 
at all times, giving their children 
absolutely zero trust and respon-
sibility. Entering a high school 
dance should be much easier than 
Waunakee’s homecoming was. 

MySchoolDance treats students 
like small irresponsible children 
by giving them no trust or respon-
sibility. MySchoolDance disar-
ranges everything from payment, 
guests, and walking in the door. If 
the school wants an online system 
for dance tickets, MySchoolDance 
is the worst option. 

Students attending Homecoming 
purchased thier tickets through 
MySchoolDance.
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Most people in Waunakee are well aware 
of the rash of vehicle and home burglaries in 
our area over the past year or so. As a result, 
many people wonder where these thieves are 
coming from, and how to stop them. 

The majority of the vehicle thefts have 
been the result of younger individuals com-
ing into town and seeing a car that requires 
minimal effort to get into. More specifical-
ly, almost all incidents have been caused by 
leaving garage door openers in cars, leaving 
garage doors open, locking keys in cars and 
leaving car or home doors unlocked. 

Thieves are always looking for an easy 
job. Avoiding situations where it is simple for 
them could substantially reduce the chances 
of a robbery. Take a few seconds when leav-
ing home to lock doors and put garage door 
openers out of sight, such as inside a purse 
or a vehicle’s center console or glove box. 

Changing longtime habits can be difficult, 
but it is a small, necessary sacrifice to make 
in order to prevent property theft. Avoid lazi-
ness. Take initiative and be a leader in making 
Waunakee and surrounding towns safe. 

Most people store a lot of valuable items 
in their garage like mowers, snowblowers 
and other equipment. To prevent those items 
from being stolen, keep the garage door closed 
when out of the home or inside. That way if 
anyone tries to steal from the garage while it is 
open, they will be seen and stopped. 

Another way to help prevent crime in 
Waunakee is by downloading the MyWauna-
kee smartphone app. The app has a Report a 
Concern feature if something in the communi-
ty needs to be addressed, like a dead streetlight 
bulb or uneven sidewalk. It takes GPS coordi-
nates or an address to determine where crews 
need to go to solve the issue. 

The app can also be effective in sending 
coordinates of a suspected criminal incident 

to police to supplement an investigation. 
Save or write down the police department’s 
non-emergency number (849-4523) in the 
event authorities are looking for witnesses to 
and information about crimes.  And of course, 
if encountering a burglary attempt or any oth-
er illegal activity, call 911 immediately. 

In addition, a smart doorbell or flood light 
is also not a bad investment. They typically 
have video cameras on them that can detect 
motion. Video is visible through smartphone 
apps and images showing illegal activity can 
be automatically sent to the police.

Using technology or cameras on even one 
house is enough to help the police department 
prevent an individual from burglarizing many 
more properties. 

These recent robberies have proven to be 
an ongoing problem, but if we all work to-
gether as a community and take a few simple 
steps, we can reduce the number of thefts that 
occur in Waunakee. 

Recently, Waunakee students had the plea-
sure of listening to a speech by Collin Kartch-
ner, an advocate for the importance of living 
beyond today’s technology. With clever ex-
amples of the way modern media influences 
and sometimes harms us, he encouraged his 
audience to consider a vital question: are we 
using media, or is media using us? Kartchner’s 
words inspired many to look towards Wauna-
kee High School, wondering if enough is done 
to promote informed use of today’s commu-
nication. 

One striking example of insufficiency in 
Waunakee High School’s media conscious-
ness agenda can be seen in an extremely strict 
cell phone policy. On the first day of school, 
students are handed a thick syllabus packet, 
which consistently includes each teacher’s 
version of an “absolutely no phones in class 
- ever” statement. While tirades about the dis-
tracting power of mobile phones are well-in-
tentioned and usually very eloquent, they 
actually hinder media consciousness among 
students. 

Phones can be harmful, but imposing a strict 
policy without truly explaining what makes 
them so does nothing to promote informed 
use. Instead, it creates a temporary solution 
for when students are in class and leaves them 
unaware of their ignorance when they scroll 
for hours after school. 

The ease and speed at which information 
can be exchanged has become more import-
ant than the information itself. Therein lies the 
danger of cell phone use without restriction 
- most of the information available through 
one’s smartphone is impertinent to real life. 

If educators explained this rather than re-
iterating how rude it is not to pay attention, 
they would truly be doing their part to encour-
age media consciousness in relation to smart 
phones. 

Beginning the year with a deeper discussion 
of the issue would do students a tremendous 
service. Provide them with the knowledge that 
is necessary to become media conscious - if 
they do not listen, allow them to learn the les-
son indepenantly once their grades come in. 
Giving students the tools they need but allow-
ing them to determine their actions provides 
a realistic education in the circumstances of 
adult life. If they form good habits early on, 
then they will continue to be conscious even 
after they have graduated. 

In addition to their unproductive cell phone 
policy, the flaws in Waunakee High School’s 
media consciousness efforts are also evident in 
the restrictions placed on internet usage. The 
school is fortunate enough to have the funds 
to loan each student a personal laptop, to be 
used for educational purposes and school-
work at home. However, the device is heav-
ily restricted by a software called iboss. The 
program severely limits searching capabilities 
and content accessibility under the guise of 

promoting internet safety and minimized dis-
tractions. This creates a curated and unrealistic 
version of the internet for young users. Instead 
of teaching students how to use their resourc-
es safely and productively, it tucks away any 
issue that may arise and leaves them at a loss 
once they receive unrestricted access. 

The problem with sheltering students from 
distraction or undesirable behavior is that do-
ing so does not eliminate these risks in the real 
world. Going through high school without 
having to encounter a pop-up ad or needing to 
deny the urge to play a computer game rather 
than study means that once a student gradu-
ates, they will be unprepared to use the inter-
net independently. 

If modern communication is taken away and 
labelled “bad” without further explanation, so-
ciety will never learn how to have a healthier 
relationship with it. Instead of an overarching 
ban of websites deemed unscholarly or unsafe, 
the school should educate students on spend-
ing their time online wisely. 

Obviously, it is important to protect stu-
dents from some of the worst things on the 
internet; an education in media consciousness 
should not come at the cost of basic safety. 
However, granting access to websites and vid-
eos that students enjoy is a good way to help 
them practice using time productively rather 
than giving into distraction. 

Allowing them to make independent 
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choices in a low stakes environment closely 
resembles the circumstances of everyday life, 
promoting media consciousness after school is 
over. 

As he addressed the student body, Collin 
Kartchner explained that the solution is not to 
eliminate media entirely. He instead implored 
his audience to consider how the ideas they are 
exposed to affect them.

Rather than fully relinquishing modern 
communication or allowing it to control us, he 
suggested using it in a way that lends itself to 
good mental health. 

Social media can be used for good. Leaning 
into this productive use of media is key, and so 
is identifying the forces that seek to control us 
or negatively impact us. By practicing media 
consciousness rather than media avoidance, 
everyone can become a more productive and 
healthy member of modern society. 

The first day of school packs a punch. Fresh-
men often appear dazed and confused, having 
stepped into a confusing world of teachers, 
classes and upperclassmen, of which they 
know little and of which is more than ready 
to nip on their heels whenever they step out 
of place. 

Sophomore are far more jubilant -- and 
loudly so, because now they know how high 
school works, as if more than half the kids 
in the school don’t already get it. Juniors are 
already tired when they walk in, especially 
because they just came from their ACT prep 
class before school and because they have to 
head to work immediately after the final bell. 
Seniors -- oh, seniors? They’re not even there. 
To aid in thoroughly understand high school 
dynamics right from the first month of school, 

Freshmen. Little do eighth graders know, all 
the other grades of high school have already 
collectively decided to esconce their freshmen 
selves in the cafeteria cave every lunch, and are 
already practicing their best annoyed grunts to 
indicate too slow of a pace in the halls. It’s also 
a favorite practice of upperclassmen to “haze” 
the freshmen for fun by shoving and pushing 
them around. Do freshmen really deserve this, 
however? From top to bottom, they’re inexpe-

The varying amatomies of each high school student level
rienced, overeager and they have a tendency 
to stand out in that hallway between the cave 
and the commons. Also, they look younger 
than they think they do. Every upperclassman 
is positively stunned when they see pictures of 
their younger selves. They never realize just 
how much younger they seem. 

Sophomores! Yes, exclamation point be-
cause sophomores are loud. They generally 
have a good grasp of high school. Their back-
packs are a tad heavier, their spines are a tad 
more curved and their phones out of storage. 
There are some benefits to having sophomores 
around. Yes, they do continually chase awards 
and high positions in clubs, thus threatening 
the upperclassmen. Yes, they do have the 
nice, new Chromebooks without the sleeves, 
making every other grade in the school jeal-
ous. But their grade chant at football games is 
“Two, two” -- which more than makes up for 
their other flaws. Sophomores may bear the 
stereotype of the “meh” time in a high-school-
er’s life, where they are neither cute nor use-
ful, but: that is all.

When things are going tough, talk to a ju-
nior. They will be happy to provide many rea-
sons about why their life is worse. Scoliosis is 
a must for juniors, as is overcommitment, re-
lationship problems, a job that pays minimum 
wage, anxiety and excessive phone usage. 

Junior year is supposed to be the year that 

students get involved, so they overburden 
themselves. 

Oh, and it’s also the year they’re prepping 
for the ACT and beginning to formulate col-
lege plans, so they stay up late into the night, 
until the circles are drawn deep under their 
eyes and they have no choice but to sleep late 
the next day and wear sweatpants and sweat-
shirts to school, with a coffee in hand. Oh, to 
be a junior -- to be forced to complain of over-
work and overschedulement every single day 
to everyone who knows you! 

While speaking with a junior may brighten 
one’s perspective substantially, speaking with 
a senior is excellent for advice. Seniors are 
physically present in school 90% of the time, 
as per the attendance requirement and mental-
ly present much less. 

Therefore, they can provide excellent tips 
for any underclassman looking to fall asleep 
in class without getting caught… or JUUL 
without getting caught… or show up late to 
class every day. They are also on their way to 
college soon, and are responsible for the ubiq-
uitous and commonplace college commitment 
posts that fill up everyone’s Instagram feed 
come spring. Thank you, seniors!

In short, every class plays an integral role 
in high school, and without them, the experi-
ence would not be the same. For worse… or 
for better. 

Sydney Jezik
News Editor

New introduction to the Pledge of Allegiance sends bad message 

Since last year, Waunakee High School has 
seen many changes, ranging from the faculty 
to the course catalog. 

One change that is perhaps not as immedi-
ately consequential as the others, but still de-
serves attention, comes every morning during 
the morning announcements. 

As sophomores, juniors and seniors may re-
call, Mr. Kersten would always say something 
along the lines of: “At this time, I’d like to in-
vite you to stand for the pledge of allegiance.” 
In this sentence, Mr. Kersten did not threaten 
consequences for those students who chose 
not to stand for the pledge, but also reinforced 
the expectation that everyone should stand.

This year, the line is “for those willing and 
able to stand.” Unlike the previous introduc-
tion to the Pledge of Allegiance, this introduc-
tion carries with it the support of the admin-
istration to remain seated while the pledge is 
read.

If students do not feel comfortable standing 

for the pledge of allegiance, they should not be 
forced to do so, but the school should also not 
encourage this. 

Despite its normalization in recent years, 
sitting during the pledge is still incredibly dis-
respectful towards the ideals that the pledge 
promotes. 

Those ideals include the freedom of speech 
that allows the students to sit, but that does not 
mean sitting is appropriate. 

All of this applies only to those physical-
ly able to stand. For those in our high school 
with a physical disability, there obviously 
cannot be an expectation that they stand, and 
Mr. Borowski is definitely right to clarify that. 
However, unwillingness to stand does not 
warrant the same exception as the inability to 
do so. 

The school has recently been growing strict-
er regarding other forms of disrespect. During 
the senior meeting at the beginning of the year, 
members of the faculty informed the students 
that there would be increased consequences 
for students caught using racist language, and 
more specifically racial slurs.   

Sammy Geraci
Editor in Chief

While new measures to prevent the use of 
these words are very difficult to enforce, they 
show that the school acknowledges the prob-
lems associated with disrespectful speech.

The same should apply with students’ un-
willingness to stand for the anthem. While the 
political motivation behind the disrespectful 
speech means that the school should continue 
to allow it, proactively offering the option to 
sit before every reading of the pledge sends 
the message that the school is okay with the 
disrespect towards the flag. 

In order to maintain a respectful academic 
environment in the school, the administration 
should remove the “and willing” contingency 
from the lead-in to the pledge. 
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Kartch talks to students about social media use

Costumes to stay away from this year

On October 10th, in anticipation of home-
coming that following Saturday, the school 
had a motivational speaker come in to speak. 
The speaker for this year was Collin Kartch-
ner, a professional public speaker and insta-
grammer.  

Every year during spirit week, the school 
has a speaker come in to talk to its high school-
ers and middle schoolers. The school adminis-
tration selected the speaker last spring, about 
6 months ago, to finalize plans. Before this fi-
nalization, the school went through some pro-
cess to find the person best fit for the job. Mr. 
Kersten heard about Collin and selected him 
because he thought that it was important for 
students to hear a message about social media. 

 In the past, the administration has found 
speakers in a variety of ways. Some ways 
are either hear about motivational speakers 
through word of mouth, the speaker contacts 
the school, or if they have multiple options 
they use student feedback. 

Our school has had lots of issues with so-
cial media in general and around the things 
concerning the dance. Issues with social me-
dia include, depression, anxiety, and feeling 
left out. Collin addressed lots of these issues 
and suggested kids unfollow people that were 
not making them happy and even going so far 
as stopping social media usage.  In past years 
there has been weapon threats, drug and alco-
hol usage, and parties. Even though the main 
focus of this years speaker was on social me-
dia, Collin mentioned some of these things. 

Collin’s main message is to #SavetheK-

The student showcase features different events, clubs, and people at Waunakee High School. This year at the Club Org 
fair there were a lot of new clubs. One of those newer clubs was the bowling club. It’s adviser is Mr. Butters, one of the 
Chemistry teachers. Not many people know this club exists or much about it, so we wanted to showcase them because it’s 
not your average school club.
Purple Sage: Who started the bowling club?
Mr. Butters: Bowling Club was started by Evan Uebersetzig, Jacey Healy, and Maddie Heuvelman.
PS: How long has it been a club?
MB: Although there has been a competitive bowling team associated with Waunakee for a number of years, Bowling Club was official-
ly approved by the school board just last year.
PS: When does it meet? 
MB: We meet approximately once a month during contact time, the day varies.
PS: Where does it meet? 
MB: Room 1518. 
PS: What do you do in the club? 
MB: We go bowling at Waunabowl a few times a year. Additionally, we play Wii Bowling during contact time a few times a year.
PS: What is the leadership of the club? 
MB: Evan, Jacey, and Maddie are the leaders of the club. However, they are all seniors, so new leadership will be needed for next year.
PS: Who should join the club and why should they? 
MB: Anyone who enjoys bowling could join this club. It’s a laid-back group where you can make new friends while having fun bowl-
ing.

Tessa Pauls
Features Editor

ids from social media and screen addiction’s 
negative affect on their mental and emotional 
health. He has spoken to over 300,000 youth 
and adults since April 2018. He was well re-
ceived by the school, with lots of students say-
ing they enjoyed hearing him speak.

As Halloween is approaching, it is import-
ant to make sure that the costumes you,and the 
people you know are respectful of all cultures. 
The dictionary definition of cultural appropri-
ation is the act of taking or using things from 
a culture that is not your own, especially with-
out showing that you understand or respect 
this culture. In other words, one predominant 
culture trying to take in other cultures without 
having an understanding of it or being stereo-
typical. 

In 2016, Disney pulled a Maui costume off 
the market based on backlash the costume was 
receiving. The skin color used for the costume 
was controversial and was considered “brown 
facing” there was also an issue with the tat-
toos that were included on the costume. The 
tattoos meant something meaningful to Pacif-
ic Island culture - the wearer of these tattoos 

were often an important figure in society. Peo-
ple in the Pacific Island culture work hard to 
get these jobs of status where they are able to 
wear these tattoos. It made people upset when 
these tattoos of great significance were used in 
ignorance. Kids were meant to be wearing this 
costume, you can see the issue. The costume 
was taking away from the meaningfulness and 
the cultural significance of these tattoos.This 
was an issue in understanding the Pacific Is-
land culture. 

Make sure to avoid dressing up as a person 
that is a different race or culture than you. It’s 
never okay to dress up as a different culture 
than your own unless you are an active part 
of that culture or that community. If this is the 
case, you are not ‘dressing up’ but rather be-
ing a part of your community and would use 
symbols and important cultural things with the 
right intention. 

Some examples of ‘costumes’ to avoid  
that are commonly for sale at stores attempt 

to mimic Native American, Gypsy, Mexican, 
and Indian culture. Some popular costumes 
that may include these groups are, but not lim-
ited to: Pocahontas, Jasmine, and Esméralda 
(from The Hunchback of Notre Dame). Even 
though these are fictional characters, they rep-
resent real cultures and are not appropriate to 
be worn as a Halloween costume. 

It’s not culturally appropriate to incorporate 
things from a specific culture into a costume. 
Another person’s culture is not something to 
dress up as, it is someone’s culture, this is also 
seen as stereotyping different people in differ-
ent cultures. An example of this is wearing a 
bindi (a red colored circular marking worn on 
the center of the forehead) as a fashion state-
ment; this takes away the cultural significance 
that a bindi has in the Indian culture. 

Think twice before choosing a costume, ask 
yourself, is this costume culturally appropri-
ate?

Photo submitted
Kartch talks to students after his Homecoming 
speach to the school.
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The Best of Spooky Season

Fall Activities

	 The	 fall	 season	has	officially	 started,	and	whether	you’re	 the	kind	of	person	who’s	
had	their	decorations	up	since	August	or	couldn’t	care	less	about	fall	holidays,	getting	out	and	
doing	things	with	friends	and	family	can	help	relieve	that	pent-up	study	stress.	

For	those	who	are	more	interested	in	the	scarier	aspects	of	fall	(vampires,	zombies,	an	F	on	
your	math	test,	ghosts,	crippling	depression,	werewolves,	etc.)	a	haunted	house	could	be	the	
perfect	activity	for	you.	Grab	friends	to	go	with	you,	kidnap	your	siblings,	or,	if	you’re	really	
bold,	go	it	alone.	Just	be	sure	to	bring	a	change	of	pants.

 
If	you	aren’t	interested	in	having	your	soul	flee	your	corporeal	flesh	in	complete	and	utter	

terror,	there	are	still	plenty	of	things	for	you	to	do	this	season.	Pumpkin	picking	is	a	classic	fall	
activity,	and	can	be	enjoyed	by	kids	and	adults	of	all	ages.	Seriously,	is	there	anything	better	
than	throwing	on	a	cozy	sweater,	grabbing	a	friend,	and	strolling	through	a	field	of	pumpkins	
while	trying	to	find	the	perfect	one	to	take	home?	Once	you	find	that	top-tier	piece	of	fruit,	take	
it	home	and	stick	it	out	on	your	front	porch	to	show	people	you’re	festive.	If	you’re	artsy-fartsy	
or	just	really	like	sticking	knives	in	stuff,	you	can	take	it	a	step	further	and	carve	your	pump-
kin.	Whatever	you	choose	to	do,	pumpkins	are	an	integral	part	of	the	season,	and	if	you’re	
looking	to	have	fun	this	fall,	this	is	a	great	activity.

 
Another	classic	is	apple-picking.	Head	out	into	the	orchards	with	a	basket	and	some	bud-

dies,	this	is	a	great	time	to	bring	your	tall	friends,	and	pluck	those	babies	right	off	the	trees.	
Whether	you	like	Empire	or	Gala,	Honeycrisp	or	Pink	Lady,	McIntosh	or	Cortland,	this	is	a	
fun	way	to	get	outside	and	hang	out	with	friends.	Another	benefit	of	apple	picking	is	that	you	
get	to	snack	practically	the	whole	time.	The	only	thing	that	could	go	wrong	here	is	accidentally	
eating	a	worm.

 
If	you	want	to	test	your	problem-solving	skills	or	directional	abilities,	going	through	a	corn	

maze	is	a	viable	option.	This	can	be	a	great	team-building	activity,	date	option,	or	fun	competi-
tion	among	friends	and	family.	Whether	you’re	racing	to	escape	first	or	just	trying	to	find	your	
way	through	without	having	to	burn	down	the	maze,	this	is	a	really	fun	and	engaging	option.	
To	maximize	the	experience	and	ensure	that	you’re	paying	attention	to	where	you’re	going,	
try	to	stay	off	your	phone,	unless	you	want	your	group	to	leave	you	alone	to	fend	for	yourself	
in	the	corn	wilderness.

 
School	is	stressful.	Taking	some	time	to	hang	out	with	friends	to	do	these	classic	fall	activ-

ities	can	help	get	your	mind	off	of	that	four-page	English	essay	or	that	upcoming	test.	Consid-
er	getting	outside,	grabbing	a	pal,	and	having	some	fun!	Happy	fall,	y’all.

Grace Gorgan
Writer

It’s	finally	October!	That	means	sweater	weath-
er,	corn	mazes,	and	of	course,	 fall	 treats!	Classic	
flavors	 of	 fall	 usually	 involve	 apples,	 pumpkins,	
cinnamon,	 and	 carmel.	 Fall	 just	 wouldn’t	 be	 the	
same	 without	 them.	 The	 following	 favorite	 fall	
classic	treats	are	simple	to	make,	amazing	to	enjoy,	
and	are	made	with	ingredients	that	most	probably	
have	in	their	fridge	and	pantry!
Fall	treats	are	arguably	the	best	part	of	fall.	Mak-

ing	 and	 enjoying	 something	 onde	 made,	 makes	
them	one-hundred	times	better.	If	you	don’t	bake	a	
lot,	that	is	no	reason	to	be	“scared”	of	these	spooky	
season	 bakes.	Bring	 these	 to	 any	 fall	 get-togeth-
er,	and	watch	 them	disappear	before	you	can	say	
BOO!		And,	if	you	want	to	eat	them	by	yourself,	
you	 shouldn’t	 feel	 bad	 because	 pumpkin/apple	
dessert	calories	shouldn’t	count.

Fall Recipes

Grace Blitz
Writer

This	fall,	enjoy	time	outdoors	with	family	and	friends	at	some	of	these	
convenient	 locations.	 If	 you’re	 looking	 for	 a	 good	 scare,	 visit	Wisconsin	
Scaryland’s	haunted	house.	Wisconsin	Scaryland	is	100%	indoors,	so	you’re	
able	to	scream	rain	or	shine.	In	2018,	it	was	voted	one	of	the	scariest	haunt-
ed	houses	 in	 the	state	of	Wisconsin,	 just	 like	years	past	as	well.	Previous	
visitors	at	the	haunted	house	describe	it	on	the	website	as	a	“fantastic	atmo-
sphere	from	outside	to	inside”	and	“worth	every	penny.”	It’s	located	close	
to	the	Waunakee	area,	right	off	of	Highway	M	and	is	open	from	6:30	to	11	
p.m.	Wisconsin	Scaryland	is	open	until	November	2nd	which	will	finish	up	
its	 season.	A	single	 ticket	 is	priced	at	$24.95.	For	more	 information	visit	
wisconsinscaryland.com.	
But	 the	haunted	house	isn’t	 the	only	activity	this	fall.	Located	in	Lodi,	

Treinen	Farm	is	a	pumpkin	patch,	corn	maze	and	a	classic	hayride	all	in	one.	
Known	for	its	elaborate	corn	mazes,	it’s	a	popular	place	in	the	fall	months.	
Treinen	Farm	prepares	for	the	corn	maze	months	in	advance	and	it	can	take	
you	hours	to	make	your	way	through.	You’re	given	a	map	at	the	beginning	
of	 the	adventure,	with	blanks	 scattered	on	 the	paper.	To	complete	 it,	 you	
must	travel	through	the	maze	searching	for	the	pieces	of	the	map	located	in	
mailboxes	along	the	way.	A	sealed	completed	map	is	given	to	you	as	well,	
but	Treinen	Farm	awards	you	with	candy	 if	 it	 isn’t	opened	by	 the	end.	A	
nighttime	wander	 is	also	an	option,	as	well	as	 the	celebrated	circle	maze,	
which	 is	 as	 it	 sounds.	The	Saturday	before	Halloween,	Zompocalypse!	 is	
taking	place.	You	get	the	same	corn	maze	experience,	but	with	zombies	and	
jump	scares.	
Additionally,	Treinen	Farm	has	a	pumpkin	patch	with	over	20	different	

varieties	of	pumpkins.	The	only	rule	is	that	you	must	carry	your	pumpkin	out	
yourself,	but	volunteers	are	on-hand	to	wheel	a	wagon	out	to	your	vehicle.	
On	the	way	to	the	patch,	you	get	a	horse-drawn	hay	ride	with	a	driver	who	
tells	you	the	history	of	the	farm.	Kids	enjoy	the	horses	and	parents	like	the	
history.	 It’s	a	perfect	atmosphere	 for	 families	and	 friends	of	all	ages.	For	
information	about	pricing	and	more,	visit	treinenfarm.com.	
Finally,	apple	orchards	are	an	option	for	fall	activities.	Door	Creek	Or-

chard	is	in	Cottage	Grove	and	is	open	Tuesday	through	Sunday.	With	many	
different	varieties	of	apples,	it’s	a	fun	place	to	go	and	pick	your	own	apples	
or	purchase	them	already	picked.	Pears,	grapes	and	honey	are	also	available	
for	purchase.	More	information	is	on	their	website,	doorcreekorchard.com.	
Before	it	snows,	make	sure	to	take	advantage	of	the	fall	weather	and	get	a	

good	scare,	wander	through	a	maze,	and	pick	some	apples.	

Superstitions
Emma Follendorf

Writer

It’s	spooky	season	again	so	it’s	time	to	bust	
out	the	pumpkin	spice	lattes	and	skeleton	dec-
orations	 once	more.	Halloween	 is	 a	 tradition	
most	enjoy,	along	with	the	spooky	times	there	
are	 also	 many	 superstitions	 that	 return.	 But	
where	 did	 these	 famous	 superstitions	 come	
from?	In	this	article	five	of	these	superstitions	
will	be	touched	upon.

One	 of	 the	 more	 pop-
ular	 superstitions	 that	 are	
associated	 with	 Halloween	
is	 black	 cats	 and	 bad	 luck.	
This	 originated	 in	 North	
America	because	black	cats	
were	 thought	 to	 be	 the	 fa-
miliars	of	witches	and	were	

also	associated	with	the	devil,	hence	the	idea	
of	bad	luck.

Places to Visit
Pumpkin Spice Cupcakes 

With Cream Cheese Frosting
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ts:
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Cinnamon-Apple Crumble

	Ingredients:
Apple	Filling:
-4	medium	apples
-2	tbsp	white	sugar
-1	tbsp	brown	sugar
-2	tsp	all-purpose	flour
-½	tsp	cinnamon

-2	tbsp	water
Crumb	Topping:
-¾	cup	quick-cooking	oats
-½	cup	+	2	tbsp	all-purpose	
flour
-⅓	cup	brown	sugar
-2	tbsp	white	sugar

-½	tsp	cinnamon
-1	pinch	salt
-⅛	tsp	baking	powder
-¼	cup	+	2	tbsp	melted
	butter

Directions:
Preheat	oven	to	350	degrees	Fahrenheit.		In	a	medium	bowl,	stir	together	all	the	apple	
filling	ingredients.	Spread	evenly	into	an	8x8	baking	pan.		In	another	medium	bowl,	mix	
together	all	of	the	crumb	topping	ingredients.	Evenly	pour	over	apple	mixture.	Bake	in	
the	oven	for	20	minutes,	or	until	the	crumb	topping	is	golden	brown,	or	apples	are	cooked	
to	your	liking.	Serve	as	desired	and	enjoy!	Hint:	I	highly	recommend	serving	this	over	
vanilla	ice	cream!

 Pumpkin Cheesecake Bars

Ingredients:	
For	the	crust:
-1	 sleeve	 graham	 crackers,	
completely	crushed
-¼	cup	melted	butter
-2	tbsp	granulated	white

sugar
For	the	cheesecake	filling
-8oz	 room	 temperature	
cream	cheese
-¾		cup	pumpkin	puree
-¼	cup	brown	sugar

-1	¼	tsp	cinnamon
-¼	tsp	nutmeg
-½	tsp	ginger
-2	 cups	 cool	 whip	 or	
whipped	cream

Directions:	
Preheat	oven	to	300	degrees	Fahrenheit.	Spread	crust	into	a	9x13	or	8x8	inch	pan	and	bake	
for	5-10	minutes	or	until	crust	is	golden	brown.	(Pan	measurements	depends	on	how	thick	
you	want	the	cheesecake	to	be.)	Cream	together	the	cream	cheese,	pumpkin,	sugar,	and	
spices	until	completely	smooth.	Fold	in	whipped	topping.	After	crust	is	cooled,	pour	the	
filling	over	the	crust	and	spread	evenly.	Cover	and	chill	in	the	fridge	for	2	hours.	Serve	as	
desired.

	 Another	 one	 of	 the	 more	
popular	 Halloween	 supersti-
tions	is	burning	a	candle	inside	
a	jack-o’-lantern	on	Halloween	
keeps	 evil	 spirits	 and	 demons	
at	 bay.	 This	 a	 tradition	 that	
many	 still	 uphold,	 but	 many	
don’t	 know	 the	 origin	 of	why	

this	is	practiced.	The	origin	of	this	superstition	
is	 unknown,	 but	 the	 original	 idea	 of	 carving	
pumpkins	came	from	Ireland,	except	the	Irish	
carved	 their	 jack-o’-lanterns	 from	 gourds	 or	
turnips.
The	 next	 popular	 superstition	 that	 is	 fre-

quently	 mentioned	 around	
Halloween	 is	 the	 belief	 that	
if	 you	 don’t	 hold	 your	 breath	
when	 you	 pass	 a	 graveyard	 a	
ghost	 will	 take	 your	 breath.	
This	 theory	 originated	 from	
cultures	 ensuring	 that	 nos-
es	 and	 mouths	 were	 covered	

whenever	corpses	were	around	to	ensure	 that	
they	wouldn’t	 breath	 in	whatever	 illness	 had	
killed	 them.	 This	 idea	 slowly	 morphed	 into	
the	belief	that	ghosts	would	‘take	your	breath’	
whenever	you	passed	a	graveyard.	

The	 final	 super-
stition	is	that	break-
ing	 a	 mirror	 will	
give	you	7	years	of	
bad	 luck.	 This	 idea	
supposedly	 origi-
nated	 from	the	 idea	
that	your	soul	is	re-
flected	in	every	mir-
ror	you	come	across,	
and	so	breaking	one	

can	be	seen	as	‘damaging	your	soul’.	However,	
the	real	reason	for	this	superstition	is	that	when	
mirrors	were	first	made	they	were	seen	as	very	
expensive,	and	breaking	one	could	make	you	
serve	 as	 an	 indentured	 servant	 for	7	years	 to	
repay	the	owner	of	the	mirror.	
In	conclusion,	with	 these	five	superstitions	

to	help	you,		you	can	reach	peak	superstitious-
ness	while	 listening	 to	Stevie	Wonder’s	 “Su-
perstition”	on	Halloween	night.	Have	a	spooky	
Halloween!



Page 10 The Purple Sage October 23, 2019

Entertainment Stella Birrenkott, Entertainment Editor

Top 5 movies from the Summer
Stella Birrenkott

Entertainment Editor

1. Stranger Things 3
The third season in the spectacular Stranger 

Things franchise premiered July 4th on Net-
flix. It was filled with phenomenal writing by 
the series creators, The Duffer Brothers, and 
producing from Shawn Levy. It failed to fall 
behind the first and second seasons, and broke 
Netflix streaming records. 
2. Yesterday

Yesterday follows the story of a young 
struggling musician Jack Malik, who is hit 
by a bus and wakes up in a world where The 
Beatles don’t exist. He tries to remember ev-
ery lyric from every Beatles song ever, and 
performs them. An immediate overnight sen-
sation, Malik is presented with the moral de-
cision, the songs aren’t really his. He might 
not be the only person who remembers The 
Beatles, either. 
3. Aladdin

Aladdin is the next Disney live-action 

film adaptation of one of the classic Disney 
princess films. Starring the superbly talented 
Mena Massoud as Aladdin and Naomi Scott 
as Jasmine, (as well as a star studded cast that 
includes Will Smith as Genie) Aladdin was a 
perfect example of an adaptation done well. 
Aladdin did not disappoint, and deserves to be 
archived as one of the greatest Disney live-ac-
tion adaptations of all time.
4. The Lion King

The Lion King is another ex-
ample of a Disney live-action ad-
aptation done right. Directed by 
the multi-faceted Jon Favreau, The 
Lion King is just as much a master-
ful collection of animation photog-
raphy as it is a beautiful rendition 
of the Disney classic. 
5. Toy Story 4

The fourth installment of the Toy 
Story franchise did not disappoint. 
Toy Story 4 contained exquisite an-
imation, beating the previous films 
with lovely modern animation. 

Woody (Tom Hanks) and Buzz Lightyear 
(Tim Allen) go on one last adventure with 
their new kid, Bonnie, and her new favorite 
toy, Forky (Tony Hale). 

They end up running into their old pal Bo 
Peep (Annie Potts), who has a soft spot for 
Woody. The final movie in the Toy Story fran-
chise, it’s an undeniable tear-jerker.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a fascinating 
novel about the growth of a young girl and her 
family in Williamsburg Brooklyn, New York 
in 1912. 

The book follows the protagonist Francie 
as she grows up and learns about her family’s 
poverty, the darker sides of the people around 
her and the good things that life can offer 
through hard work and love. 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a book that you 
will enjoy if you like realistic fiction stories 
about growth and change and coming of age. 
If you have read To Kill a Mockingbird and 
enjoyed it, you will likely enjoy this book as 
well. The book’s well written character de-
velopment, characters and message gain this 
book four gnomes. 

The story begins on a typical Saturday 
for the Nolans with Francie and her younger 
brother collecting pieces of junk and meat us-
ing pennies that their mother gave them. 

This introduces the reader to the system of 
poverty and economy that the neighborhood 
as well as the Nolans, function under. 

A prime example of this is introduced with 
the savings account in the Nolan’s home, 
which is a small tin can bolted to the back 
of a closet holding any pennies that could be 
spared from bills or groceries. 

Things change by the start of Book 2, as 
the novel takes a jump to the past and tells the 
story of Francie’s parents Katie and Johnny 
Nolan. 

It’s an interesting perspective from the nov-
el because it gives perspective on the Nolan 
family as well as society. 

It’s an almost bittersweet love story be-
tween two people who genuinely love each 
other, but can’t show it properly because of a 
cold personality or drinking addiction, both of 

which were a tactic to survive at that time. 
Character wise, the story primarily focuses 

on the Nolan family. Francie and Coreneelius 
‘Neeley’ Francis are the children of the fami-
ly and the eyes of the reader, as they present 
a childlike wonder and naivety to the world 
around them, which is partly unfamiliar. 

This allows the neighborhood to be present-
ed as a homey and comfortable little place of 
happy people, which then turns on its head 
when the perspective is changed to the parents 
of the family, Katie and Johnny Nolan. 

Katie has grown cold to her husband and 
kids over time to save money needed for her 
kids. 

Johnny, on the other hand, spends a lot of 
his money on alcohol and has been a broken 
man since the birth of Francie. 

Yet he is described as a bright, happy and 
untouchable man that Francie almost cannot 
fathom in her perspective. 

Along with the family is Katie’s sister Sis-
sy, who is a fun rambunctious individual who 
lives life as it happens. 

At its core, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a 
story about the loss of innocence in a flawed 
world. The growth of the protagonist Francie is 
shown as she learns about the world through-
out the large experiences that the world teach-
ers her. The reader follows her along in this 
coming of age story. 

That innocence is lost with the growth of 
maturity and age, but that is okay. 

By the end of the story, it is through Fran-
cie’s experiences that she learns about what 
career she wants to pursue and allows herself 
to become an adult by helping her mom with 
money and eventually going to college at the 
University of Michigan.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a coming-of-
age story that you really can’t miss. It tells 
about the childhood of the Brooklyn, New 
York family the Nolans and as they grow into 
adulthood.

 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a brilliant 
story about the Nolans, written with childlike 
wonder and adult perspective. 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn exceeds greatly
Rachel Humphrey

Columnist

Source: amazon.com
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a beautifully written 
coming-of-age novel about the Nolans, a family 
in Brooklyn, New York in 1912. 
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Source:thebeatles.com

Repeat it
“Yesterday” 
by The Beatles

Yesterday is a 
really good song, 
and one of the 
magnificent 
classics of The 
Beatles. 

Source: IMDb

Skip it
“Payphone” 
by Maroon 5

It’s just a really 
bad song, and 
it should be 
skipped. 

Yesterday follows the story of a young 
struggling musician Jack Malik (Himesh Pa-
tel), who is hit by a bus and wakes up in a 
world where The Beatles don’t exist. 

He tries to remember every lyric from ev-
ery Beatles song ever, and performs them. An 
immediate overnight sensation, Malik is pre-
sented with the moral decision that the songs 
aren’t really his. He might not be the only per-
son who remembers The Beatles, either. 

In a world where The Beatles don’t exist, 
Malik tries to remember every genius song 
and chord to perform them to a world that 
hasn’t been blessed by the songs of John Len-
non, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and George 
Harrison, (respectively). 

He immediately becomes a hit, due to the 
success of the classic songs. 

The world, and Malik’s friends and family, 
believe that he is writing these songs. Malik 
is presented with the moral decision that the 
songs aren’t really his, and that he is taking 
credit for a world-wide sensation. 

Yesterday, and the world that Malik finds 
himself waking up to, also doesn’t include Co-
ca-Cola, cigarettes, and Harry Potter. 

While one of these may be a good thing to 
have been erased from a universe, these pop-
ular objects don’t seem to have fit into this al-
ternate dimension. 

Malik tries Google-ing The Beatles to see 
if he is a crazy person, but they don’t exist. Or 
rather, John, Paul, Ringo and George never got 
together. 

Malik may not be the only person who re-
members The Beatles either. John Lennon may 
still be alive. v

The members of The Beatles also had solo 
musical careers, one of them being John Len-

non, who performed individual songs like 
the ethereal Imagine, Stand By Me, and was 
a member of The Plastic Ono Band, with his 
wife, Yoko Ono.

 This brings me to one of my revelations 
about the plot of Yesterday. John Lennon and 
Yoko Ono’s Imagine was and is one of the 
most etherally important songs of the 70’s. It 
was a call for peace and a reportedly instru-
mental role in the shaping of the culture of the 
world. 

If John Lennon never became a Beatle, he 

Yesterday leaves a question
Stella Birrenkott

Entertainment Editor

Source: IMDb
Yesterday leaves many question unanswered, 
and it’s almost better that way. 

may never have made The Plastic Ono Band, 
although this could be speculated with a cer-
tain line towards the ending of Yesterday. If 
John Lennon never wrote and performed 
Imagine one of the most influential songs of 
the 1970’s, and for world peace. 

Malik also wants to reveal his secret to his 
childhood best friend, Ellie (Lily James) and a 
newfound friend in Ed Sheeran, who makes a 
cameo. Yesterday exceeds expectations and is 
captivatingly smart. 

Yesterday premiered on June 28th, 2019.

Congratulations 
to Disney for 
acquiring their 
newest media 
assest - The 
Purple Sage.
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The 
Gnome 
Rating 
System

What it means:
 It was awful!

Recommendation:
Not recommended 

at all

What it means:
 It was okay.

Recommendation:
Not recommended

What it means:
 It was good.

Recommendation:
Possibly recommended

What it means:
It was great!

Recommendation:
Recommended

What it means:
 It was phenomenal!

Recommendation:
Definitely 

recommended

Last Summer, a lot of really good new mov-
ies had come out in theatres, but the one I will 
be talking about is Spider-Man: Far From 
Home.

If you have not seen the movie, Avengers 
Endgame, there will be some spoilers here, so 
proceed with caution. 

This review is best read having watched Far 
From Home, but there are no major spoilers.

Taking place in the year 2023, Peter Parker 
(Tom Holland) has come back to high school 
to try and resume his life. 

Most of his friends, including his best friend 
Ned (Jacob Batalon), were snapped out of ex-
istence, meaning that they stayed the same age 
when they came back, the event where every-
one who came back from the snap was called, 
“The blip.”

Peter is planning to tell his crush MJ (Zen-
daya) how he feels about her during the trip, 
but when Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson) hi-
jacks his school trip so that Spider-Man can 
help out with a hole that was torn in their uni-
verse by Thanos’ snap, his plans are interrupt-
ed. 

Understandably, he is not very happy with 
this. 

Nick Fury introduces Spider-Man to a 
man named Quinton Beck, (Jake Gyllenhaal) 
known in his universe as the superhero Mys-
terio. 

He says that four elemental monsters are 
coming to their world to cause destruction to 
the Earth and destroy it.

 Spider-Man will help Nick Fury and Mys-
terio, while still trying to have a normal school 
trip and hopefully tell MJ how he really feels. 

Peter is given glasses that Tony Stark had 
wanted him to have after he had passed away 
in the events of Endgame, which he does not 
think he deserves to have, and think that Stark 
must have made a mistake. 

Peter has to fight these four monsters, but 
those monsters might not be his biggest foe in 
the movie. 

Spider-Man: Far From Home scored a 90% 
on Rotten Tomatoes, and is certified fresh. 
95% of nearly 70,000 people had said that 
they enjoyed this movie. 

If you have not seen this movie, then you 
really should consider seeing it. 

This movie does a wonderful job trying to 
portray the events after Avengers Endgame, 
and how Peter and the rest of the world really 

struggles with the loss of their greatest hero, 
Iron Man. 

It is also the last movie in Phase three of 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, making it a 
somewhat important movie to see if you watch 
and are a fan of the Marvel movies.

Some movies that you should consider 
watching before this one if you have not seen 
them yet, are Avengers: Infinity War, Aveng-
ers: Endgame and Spider-Man: Homecoming. 

All of these movies had gotten very good 
reviews from critics and fans, so if you want-
ed to watch them, it would be a nice way to 
spend a weekend, either alone or with friends 
and family.

Spider-Man: Far From Home  
Benjamin Ford

Columnist

Source: IMDb
Spider-Man: Far From Home ends Phase three of 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, and it does not 
fall short of fan expectations.

Source: IMDb
Spider-Man: Far From Home  failed to dissapoint fans and 
scored very highly on Rotten Tomatoes. 
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Olivia Napadensky
Reporter

As autumn brings shorter and brisker days, 
life seems to slow down a little. However, the 
girls volleyball team seems to be doing every-
thing but slowing down. 

The volleyball team is currently 34-6 
with a conference record of 12-0. Not to 
mention, the team took 1st at the conference 
tournament, making them the Badger North 
Champions. Currently, the team has a win-
ning streak of 15, and is ranked 9th in the 
state. 

They also are seeded 1st in the WIAA state 
tournament bracket and will be advancing 
straight to the regional finals. 

For the conference opener on August 5th, 
the team took on Beaver Dam going 25-14, 
25-8, and 25-20, with the Warriors earning a 
3-0 win. 

On October 10th, the Warriors took on 

Photo by Callie Kesilewski
Senior Milla Malik and sophomore Kaitlin Jordan jump to block the opponent’s hit on October 2, 2019.

Volleyball heads into the postseason with strong record

Cross country’s race to State beginning soon
Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

The 2019 cross country season has almost 
run its course. With the regular season and the 
conference tournament past the finish line, the 
race to earn an appearance at state will begin 
soon.

“I’m feeling pretty confident,” said senior 
Anne Dotzler. “The girls’ team is always look-
ing strong.”

The Waunakee cross country teams proved 
their strength throughout the season. 

On Saturday, September 28, Waunakee 
boys and girls cross country competed in the 
Midwest Invitational against teams across 

Mount Horeb in a tough battle that resulted in 
a 3-2 win for Waunakee. Mount Horeb started 
strong with a 25-20 win in set 1. Waunakee 
answered back with a 25-22 win in set 2. In 
set 3, Mount Horeb took back their lead with a 
25-20 win. However Waunakee controlled sets 
4 and 5, winning both set 4 (25-14) and set 5 
(15-12). 

Mount Horeb was the first team this year 
to take Waunakee into five sets this year. 
However, junior Chloe Larsen knows that 

the competition will get tougher. “I think 
that helped me realize how most of the 
games are going to go going into playoffs,” 
said Larsen. 

In the Badger North Conference Tourna-
ment on October 12th, the team triumphed 
over Mount Horeb twice, winning 2-0 and  
2-1. Waunakee dominated the rest of the con-
ference, beating Reedsburg, Portage, and Bea-
ver Dam in all 2-0 matches.

The secret to the team’s success? “Our 
mental toughness has a big impact on our per-
formance, as well as picking each other up as 
teammates,” said junior Megan Johnson. 

“No team can rattle us and when it’s time 
to finish, we focus and get things done,” said 
Larsen.

What’s next for the volleyball team? At 7 
p.m. on Saturday, October 26 in the Field-
house, the Warriors will face either #8 Reeds-
burg or #9 Tomah in the WIAA state tourna-
ment series.

the state. The Waunakee girls team finished 
just outside the top ten, placing 13th. Senior 
Emma Bertz led the Warriors, recording a time 
of 19:37.8 and individually finishing 16th. The 
Waunakee boys team finished in the middle of 
the pack, placing 23rd.

A week later, the Waunakee boys and girls 
cross country travelled south to compete in 
the Stoughton Invitational. Both the boys’ and 
girls’ team earned top ten spots. 

Again, Bertz led the Waunakee girls, in-
dividually finishing 10th with a time of 
19:58.5. The Waunakee girls’ team finished 
6th overall and the Waunakee boys’ team 
finished 10th overall in their respective di-
visions.

However the season ends, the most memo-
rable moments from the cross country season 
are not made on the course.

“After every race, I love how the team 
comes together and congratulates each oth-
er,” said Dotzler. “There is always fun team 
bonding.”

“I’m feeling pretty confident, 

the girl’s team is always looking 

strong.”

Anne Dotlzer

“Our mental toughness has a 

big impact on our performance, 

as well as picking each other up 

as teammates.”

Megan Johnson
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2015, 2016, 2017, 2018. The streak of the Waunakee girls varsity 
swim team winning the Badger North Conference. This year, they are 
looking to add 2019 to that list - remaining undefeated in conference 
meets for the season. 

On Saturday, November 2, they will be put to the test to keep the 
streak alive. 

The Badger North Conference meet is at Jack Young Middle School 
in Baraboo, starting at 11 a.m. In the meantime, the team is continuing 
to work hard at practice everyday, training for their biggest Conference 
competition - DeForest. 

Last year, the Norskies finished third at the meet, only 26 points be-
hind the runner up, Baraboo. 

A week after Conference, the swimmers will be back at it in Beloit 
for their Sectional Meet. 

From there, the swimmers hope to continue their season and swim 
at the UW- Natatorium for the WIAA Division 1 Girls Swimming and 
Diving State Championship. 

Senior Captain, Abi Schmeiser, hopes to make it back for one last 
run after competing in the 100 butterfly, 100 backstroke, 200 medley 
relay, and the 400 freestyle relay last year at State. She also hopes the 
team can put together two strong relays to compete.

As for the JV swimmers, they will face sixteen teams to compete for 
their Conference title on Tuesday, October 29 at Fort Atkinson High 
School. The meet kicks off at 5 p.m.

Girls swim aims for first in Conference

Photo by Callie Kesilewski
A Waunakee swimmer midstroke during a freestyle race.

“My goal times this season include achieving the 100 

fly school record and the 200 IM school record.”

Abi Schmeiser

Girls tennis No. 1 doubles season ends at State
Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

The Waunakee girls’ tennis team made a 
racket in Wisconsin with a successful 2019 
season. 

After placing fourth at the Badger Confer-
ence tournament, Waunakee finished second 
overall in the Badger North Conference. 

Waunakee’s number one doubles, senior 
Trista Ripp and junior Sara Sowinski, beat its 
Edgewood and Beaver Dam challengers in the 
Badger Conference tournament. “They were 
two very close opponents,” said Ripp. 

Both Edgewood and Beaver Dam finished 
first in their respective conferences.

Two Waunakee doubles earned spots in sec-
tionals. Number three doubles, sophomores 
Danielle Rogers and Jadyn Statz, survived 
through subsectionals to make it to sectionals. 
However, their season ended there. 

Number one doubles extended its season 
past sectionals, qualifying for the WIAA state 
tournament.

“I am really nervous but also super excited 
because I know that we have performed well 
in under pressure situations,” said Ripp. “I 
think we can do well at state.”

The WIAA state tournament took place at 
Nielsen Tennis Stadium on October 17-19. 
Ripp and Sowinski won their first round, beat-
ing Kimberly in two sets. However, their sea-
son ended shortly after, losing to Arrowhead 
in the second round.

Regardless of the various wins and losses 
during the season, the Warriors are proud to 
have “put up a fight against strong teams,” 
said Sowinski.

Photo by Aaron May
Senior Trista Ripp and sophomore Sara Sowinski walk down the school hallway before departing to 
Nielsen Tennis Stadium for their first State match.

Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor
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Trista Ripp 
Photo by Callie Kesilewski
Interview by Ebba Harrison

Logan Rynes
Photo by Logan Rynes
Interview by Sydney Radwin

    Featured Players of the Month

Tennis Cross Country

Most high school athletes never get to ex-
perience competing at the highest level - State. 
But for this seasoned group of girls, it seems 
to come naturally.  

Having four of their five returning members 
from last year’s varsity team has added noth-
ing but success. 

From finishing sixth in 2018 at State to 
climbing to a fifth place finish this season, 
Waunakee girl’s golf has set the bar high. 

The road to State wasn’t easy. At Regionals, 
on October 2-3, the team scored a 362 at Bara-
boo Country Club. Junior Aly Kinzel scored 
an 85, the top score. 

The team finished second, only 12 points 
behind to-be State Champions, Middleton. 
With the top two teams advancing, Waunakee 
continued on to Sectionals, hosted by DeFor-
est at The Oaks. 

Again, the team placed second behind Mid-

Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Girls golf takes fifth at State  Championship

Purple Sage: When did you start playing tennis?
Trista Ripp: Freshman year.
PS: What is your biggest motivation to play tennis?
TR: I was just going to do it for fun, but since I am very competitive, setting 
goals to win and compete with every team has been my motivation.
PS: How do you prepare for a tennis match?
TR: Normally I wake up, and I eat a good breakfast. Then I get really 
pumped up for the game and pump my partner up. We sit there and wait for 
our turn.
PS: What is your favorite part about tennis?
TR: I love how the practices are very fun. I’m playing with people that I 
normally wouldn’t be friends with outside of tennis.
PS: What is the most challenging aspect of tennis?
TR: The most challenging part of tennis is controlling your emotions because 
it’s mostly a mental game. If emotions get the best of you, the game is over.
PS: What was the most memorable match this season?
TR: Probably against Beaver Dam in conference right before we went to the 
conference finals.

dleton, having shot a 357. This time, junior 
Sydney Grimm had the best score, finishing 
with an 85. 

Next, they went onto State. It was a two day 
event at the University Ridge Golf Course. 
Day 1 started off slow, having a 90-minute 
weather delay, but the Warriors didn’t let that 
stop them. 

Junior Elena Maier was the top scorer for 
both days, shooting an 85 to kick off the event, 
then dropping her score to an 83 the second 
day. “It felt really good to redeem myself from 
Sectionals, shooting a 105. Also, it helps that 
the Ridge is my favorite course. 

Last year at State, I PR’d there, and there is 
just a really good atmosphere at the course,” 
said Maier.

With two of the five competitors being se-
niors, Brooke Ehle and Carson Genda, the fu-
ture of next year’s team is unclear. 

But one thing is for sure, whoever the new 
golfers come to be, the winning tradition of 
the team will continue.

Photo by Aaron May
Senior Brooke Ehle drives the ball on the fairway.

Football enters playoffs fresh off loss to DeForest
Scott Jezik
Reporter

Students and fans in Waunakee are usually 
spoiled in all categories of competition imag-
inable. Whether students compete in soccer, 
baseball, DECA or Forensics, Waunakee tri-
umphs. This year, Warrior football adds to 
Waunakee’s success. 

Entering the playoffs, the Waunakee foot-
ball team has an 8-1 record and is ranked in 
the top 10 in the state for large schools. 

With a 13-35 loss against DeForest on Oc-
tober 18, the team finished second in the Bad-
ger North Conference.

The playoff picture for Waunakee Football 
looks similar to every other year: easy in the 

beginning and tougher competition with every 
advancement until the State Championship. 
How confident should the Warriors be this 
year? Waunakee is ranked 13 in the state and 
835 in the nation, impressive for a Division 
II team. Nonetheless, the road to Camp Ran-
dall is long and gritty. Every team in the nation 
knows how difficult it is to make it to State. 

“We’re taking it one week at a time. We’re 
just trying to get prepared for each and every 
game and trusting in the process, said starting 
quarterback junior Caden Nelson. Nelson has 
led his fellow Warriors to many victories un-
der the Friday night lights. “If our team em-
braces our process like in years past, it’s a sure 
bet in getting the same good results that have 
led us to the State Championship. Not only is 

physical readiness important to win playoff 
games, but being together as one unit on the 
field is important as well,” he said.

The unity Waunakee Football has on and off 
the field helps the players communicate and 
make the right call when it matters. “We’re 
family, we’re a brotherhood, we always have 
each other’s backs no matter what. It’s really 
reassuring playing with guys who you know 
will never quit on you,” said offensive tackle 
junior Thomas Meffert.

These factors combined make Waunakee 
Football a program to be reckoned with on 
and off the field, both as individuals and as 
a team. In both their physical endeavors and 
their team spirit, they are great representatives 
for Waunakee High School.

PS: Why did you join cross country?
LR: I joined cross country initially to join a sport for fun back in middle 
school. I ended up really enjoying it and started practicing more and more to 
try to reach my very best.
PS: How do you train in the offseason?
LR: I train in the off-season by keeping my mileage up. Just making sure to 
get outside to run for a few miles, even if it is below freezing or over ninety 
degrees, benefits your performance and will only make you stronger. 
PS: How do you prepare for a meet?
LR: I prepare for a meet starting two or three days in advance. Meaning stay-
ing hydrated, getting goodnight rests, and a healthy diet. The day of the meet 
proper warm-ups and stretching is important for optimal performance.
PS: What is the most challenging aspect of cross country?
LR: The most challenging part of cross country is the ability to stay consistent. 
It can be difficult at times to continuously hit times and improve race to race.
PS: Describe your favorite moment of this season.
LR: My favorite moment of this season is being able to see not only myself 
but my teammates grow as runners, friends, and positive individuals.
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Gnoel the 
Gnome 

is hidden 
somewhere 
in this issue.

 Try to find 
him.
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