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This mural was painted in 1975 by Waunakee High School students in 
collaboration with members of the Ho-Chunk Nation.

It may be difficult to believe for current stu-
dents, but Waunakee High School was found-
ed in 1904. The school has come a long way 
since then, technology-wise, staff-wise and 
policy-wise, but it still is holding onto some-
thing from the past. In 1975 2 students were 
researching the Ho-Chunk Indians and they 
were the ones who painted the mural of the 
Native American now standing in the current 
old gym. This has recently become controver-
sial in the school district, and the issue has not 
yet been settled. 

The Ho-Chunk Nation is a tribe originally 
hailing from the Winnebago Tribe. The Ho-
Chunk are non-reservation Native Americans. 
Many people from their tribe live in Wiscon-
sin. 

Waunakee, like similar towns such as Mil-
waukee and Pewaukee, has a name with Na-
tive American origins—meaning, among oth-
er things, “fair and pleasant valley.” Waunakee 
used this heritage and took for its team name 
the Waunakee Warriors. 

Sport teams used to have their logo used as 
an Indian, but as years have gone by they have 
changed. The football logo, as of right now, is 
a spear. Most other teams just use the simple 

See INDIAN MURAL w Page 2

“Every child needs to feel like they have a 

place in our schools.”

School Board Candidate  Joel Lewis

Discussions over old gym mural continue
Riley Fackrell

Reporter

A seat on the Waunakee school board is currently being contested 
in the April 7th election. Board President Joan Ensign, the incumbent 
president as well as a retired Waunakee High School math teacher, is 
running against newcomer Joel Lewis for a seat on the board that rep-
resents the town of Westport, city of Middleton and the city of Madi-
son. 

Lewis, an African-American, is the first minority candidate to run 
for office in Waunakee village history. 

This does not mean the first minority candidate to run for a position 
on the school board. This means the first minority candidate in the his-
tory of Waunakee elections.

Lewis lives on a farmette with his family in the town of Westport. 
He says that a big part of the reason he is running is for diversity and 
inclusion.

“Waunakee is growing and we are becoming more diverse. We need 
to represent that diversity [on] the school board. By having more di-
versity, we get new ideas and perspectives,” said Lewis. If elected, he 
said that his perspective of a minority would be beneficial to the school 
board. 

“I understands what it feels like to be different and how to navigate 
successfully,” Lewis said. The candidate said he is of the belief that 
“every child needs to feel like they have a place in our schools and 
should feel wanted and included.” 

Currently on the school board, only one of 
the seven board members actually has children 
currently in the school system. Lewis and his 
wife have four children in schools.

In addition, his personal and professional 
experiences, which include a variety of lead-
ership and development positions, allow him 
to “have a better understanding of the steps it 
takes to build a space that is inclusive for ev-
eryone.” 

See CANDIDATE w Page 2

Photo submitted by Joel Lewis
Joel Lewis is the first minority candidate to run 
for office in Waunakee history.
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News Sydney Jezik and Sydney Williams, News Editors

Waunakee W. Former Principal Brian Kersten 
(installed as principal in 1993 and retired in 
2019) made a comment about how the Wauna-
kee sports teams used logos and mascots when 
he was in office.

“At one time a purple ‘Grape Ape’ costume 
was… occasionally worn by a student to mo-
tivate the students.  I also inherited that tradi-
tion. Over time the [Grape Ape] costume wore 
out and it was not replaced. I am not sure of 
the origins of the costume but assume it was 
simply worn because it was the same color as 
our school color,” said Principal Kersten.

As of recently, the school board has rejected 
the ban of mascots like the Native American, 
and will continue to tolerate them. 

Other schools in the Badger Conference 
area have been changing things concerning 
their school symbols. An example of this is 
Verona High School, which changed their 
mascot from Verona Warriors to Verona Wild-
cats when they as a school decided they did 
not want to stereotype the native tribes of Wis-
consin. 

Students of Waunakee use the old gym all 
the time, from sporting events to gym class, 
and have noticed the Indian mural and all have 
separate opinions about it. 

Sophomore Gavin Meier said, “I think we 
should keep it… Waunakee is an Indian [name] 

CANDIDATE
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“... A purple ‘Grape Ape’ costume 

was... worn by a student.”

Former Principal Brian Kersten

Photo by Sydney Jezik
The Ho-Chunk name appears not only in 
Madison’s history, but also in Madison’s present.

INDIAN MURAL
wContinued from page 1

and we have had this name forever... 
“We should keep [the mural] in the gym be-

cause it doesn’t really make a difference.”
Freshman Lydia Meinholz said, “I feel like 

it’s not really right to have it. It has a spear and 
all the things that make people [unhappy]...
it’s... not up-to-date with [society’s views] 
right now.”

Sophomore Nolan Feasal said, “I know it’s 
been something of a controversy for years, and 
some people are opposed to it being up there. I 
really just don’t care.” 

Mr. Kersten has a detailed perspective on 
the Indian mural because of his long time at 
the high school. He said the school board’s 
policy has increased in sensitivity over the 
years because of issues such as sports audienc-
es engaging in cheers like the tomahawk chop. 

Lewis grew up in New York. After high 
school, he spent several years as a teacher’s 
aide and as an aide for special-need students. 
He later graduated from the NYPD Police 
Academy and spent some years in their trans-
portation unit. He participated in cleanup after 
9/11. Since moving to the Waunakee commu-
nity nine years ago, Lewis has worked as a 
therapist and a counselor. His current job is as 
a counselor at the Dane County jail.

From working with marginalized individu-
als on a daily basis, Lewis has had much ex-
perience in “figuring out how to be part of the 
solution,” he said.

“[If elected, I will make] decisions from a 
holistic approach... One solution does not fit 
all,” Lewis said. 

Joan Ensign, the current board president, 
won her seat in 2011. Ensign focuses on issues 
like district population growth and quality fac-
ulty maintenance.

“It goes to the type of culture we want to 
create,” said Ensign. “We have good people in 
the district… Compensating our staff and at-
tracting people are our [most important] chal-
lenges.”

The rest of the school board comprises 
Mark Hetzel, Michael Brandt, Dave Boetch-
er, Judy Engebretson, Jack Heinemann and 
Julie Waner. Representatives hail from towns 
including Vienna, Westport, Dane, Springfield 
and Waunakee.

Voting will take place in the first week of 
April. Any citizen in the district, regardless 
of their exact town, may vote in the election. 
Only Ensign’s position is currently being con-
tested, while other board members’ terms ei-
ther have yet to expire or are uncontested.

wNews Briefs
ACT date upcoming for 
juniors

On Tuesday, March 3rd, Waunakee High 
School juniors and other students around 
the area will take the ACT test in the old 
gym. The ACT is mandatory for Waunakee 
juniors unless permission has been obtained 
from parents or counselors. 

On Wednesday, January 29th, and Fri-
day, January 31st, members of Waunakee 
High School’s DECA chapter tested for state 
team spots. This was done after the district 
DECA competition was cancelled due to 
winter weather. Sophomore William Valli-
notti, juniors Ebba Harrison, Sydney Jezik, 
Shriya Kata and Olivia Lemanski and se-
niors Allison Hoffman, Kylea Uppena, An-
nabella Zeman, Ashwin Debnath and Luke 
Humphrey make up the state team.

Waunakee DECA selects 
state competitors

Winter formal

On Saturday, February 15th, Waunakee 
High School held its annual winter dance in 
the commons. Senior Will Ross acted as DJ.

-compiled by Sydney Jezik

Purple Sage website being revived
Sydney Jezik
News Editor

Not many students may know, but the Pur-
ple Sage has a website. In past years, the po-
sition of Webpage Editor was a thriving and 
busy position. More recently, it fell into dis-
use as Webpage Editors were the last hired on 
the staff, not being mandatory to the monthly 
creation and distribution of issues. In this, a 
part of the Purple Sage was hurt and lost. Un-
til now.

The 2019-2020 Purple Sage staff includes 
junior Anna Vanderhoef, Webpage Editor. 
Thanks to her efforts, the Purple Sage website 
has been revived and updated.

“The Purple Sage website is used to show-
case the work of the Purple Sage writers. This 
year so far I’ve updated the website monthly 
with the fresh, new articles the Purple Sage 
writers compose,” said Vanderhoef. “I love 
reading the articles as I input them.”

Vanderhoef joined the Purple Sage staff in 
October, at the annual co-curricular fair. 

“I wanted to work for the website because 
I love website design and working with com-
puters… learning new ways to use them,” said 
Vanderhoef. 

Vanderhoef has several hopes for the future 
of the webpage.

“I would just hope to make the website a lit-
tle more cohesive and add some new elements 
in this coming semester.  Also, more traffic on 
the website wouldn’t hurt… If you’ve ever 

visited the Purple Sage website, the color of 
the purple is electric. I changed the color ever 
so slightly and it was an immense improve-
ment.” 

The website can be found on a page of the 
Waunakee High School webpage. In the side-
bar of the school’s webpage, click on the “The 
Purple Sage” link and then click “Purple Sage 
Online”... or just go to whspurplesage.com.

The dedicated efforts of high school stu-
dents, sharing and discussing opinions, report-
ing comprehensive school news and seeking 
ways to engage in the school community, can 
be found on the Purple Sage website. Articles 
posted date all the way back to 2016.

Source: The Purple Sage website
Junior Anna Vanderhoef redesigned the webpage  
at the beginning of this school year.
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News

Madison worker shortage is creating opportunities for students

Thanks to a shrinking workforce, the cur-
rent Madison-area unemployment rate is de-
ceptively low. However, many businesses are 
in want of employees. As such teenagers—
high school students—can find increasing job 
opportunity in the Madison area.

A quick drive through the Madison area of-
fers views of hundreds of businesses. Many 
bear bright signs with customizable lettering, 
designed to advertise and eventually lure in 
customers. 

Usually. 
Recently students may have noticed that 

many, if not most, of these signs have begun to 
feature “Now Hiring” or similar words, rather 
than regular good or service advertisement.

However, over the past few years the Madi-
son area has reported some of their lowest ever 
numbers for the unemployment rate, at around 
2.8%. 

Except many businesses, including the Gre-
enway Station McDonalds, are closing their 
doors or limiting hours because of a lack of 
employees. Others, like Target, have raised 
their starting wages from $10/hour to $13/
hour, yet still lack employees.

What is going on?
The workforce is shrinking. Students who 

have taken AP Macroeconomics (taught by in-
structor Aaron McDonough—thanks, Mr. Mc-
Donough, for the help in writing this article) 
may realize that the workforce is the number 
of employable citizens. 

Citizens under or over a certain age, or not 
seeking employment, are not counted as mem-
bers of the workforce and therefore do not fig-

Aly Kinzel
Reporter

Photo by Sydney Jezik
The Greenway Station McDonalds has had only a 
hiring ad in its marquee for months.

ure into the unemployment rate. 
This means that many high-school age stu-

dents do not count as members of the techni-
cally described workforce. 

The issue is that the workforce is aging as 
a whole. 

Between 2010 and 2025, the 65-years-old-
and-up population in Wisconsin will have in-
creased by two thirds, while the working-age 
population is expected to remain flat. By 2023, 
that older part of the population is expected to 
outnumber 18-year-olds for the first time.

This allows high-school students to make 
up the difference, and receive more money 
than before the worker shortage began. Wag-
es rising at nearby places like Papa Murphy’s, 
Target, McDonalds, Subway and more lead to 
more desirable positions nearby. 

Further, Wisconsin governor Tony Evers is 

currently in discussions with the state legisla-
ture to raise the Wisconsin minimum wage to 
$15/hr.

For students seeking part-time employ-
ment—it’s a good time to be looking.

“I like having a job because it gives me 
spending money so I can buy stuff and do 
things with my friends,” said junior Emma 
Nelson.

“I have a job so I have money to go out with 
friends and pay for college,” said senior Kail-
ee Willers. “My job needs more employees be-
cause we don’t have enough people to work all 
of our hours.”

However, many working-age students 
choose not to get jobs because they put other 
commitments first. 

“Sports are a very big commitment to me,” 
said sophomore Riley Fackrell, “so I decided 
when my sports season were completely over 
[in the summer] I would get a job.... I have 
considered [internships].”

“I don’t have a job because it’s not import-
ant to me right now,” said junior Samuel Jezik. 
“I care more about getting good grades so I 
can do well in college, and having a fun time 
as a teenager with sports. Working just isn’t a 
priority right now.”

“Many students in Waunakee don’t have 
jobs because either they aren’t 16 and can’t 
drive yet, or their parents [can provide for 
their college expenses] or hanging out with 
friends,” said Willers.

Currently, Waunakee’s Piggly Wiggly and 
McDonalds are hiring. 

In Madison, businesses like FedEx, Target, 
Café Zupas, McDonalds, Culver’s and other 
high-traffic businesses are seeking part-time 
employees for wages starting at $8 or more.

Sydney Jezik
News Editor

Looking back on and forward for exam schedules

Now that the stress of finals week is finally 
over, students have the chance to look back at 
what went well along with what didn’t go so 
well. 

With major changes in the schedule from 
last year to this year, both students and teach-
ers with opinions all over the board provide 
feedback as to what they preferred. 

A common theme that students appreciat-
ed with the new format was the spread of the 
tests; with the schedule only allowing two 
tests a day, nobody had to worry about having 
too much on their plate. 

According to junior Dominic Lobner: “I 
thought it went well, I liked how they were 
spread out so you didn’t have them all on the 
same day. It was less stressful that way.” 

Sophomore Julia Jushkov agreed when she 
said, “I liked both because last year if you got 
all your finals done in the first two days you 
were done for the rest of the week, but it was 
probably more stressful. 

“It was less confusing this year because you 

only have two to worry about a day.” 
“I really enjoyed being able to supervise 

my own sections—in the old system, when a 
teacher would be running five exams at once, 
it was hard to get from classroom to classroom 
to address questions,” said Social Studies in-
structor Catrina Specht. Specht teaches many 
sections, most with weighty exams: Issues in 
Psychology, AP Psychology and US History.

An issue that both teachers and students 
have found in the new system is one that in-
volves test security and preparation time for 
exams. 

“It’s hard to expect that students who take 
their final on Tuesday morning won’t reveal 
any questions to students who don’t have the 
final until Friday afternoon,” said Specht.

“In addition to that, a downside of the new 
system is the amount of time each class gets to 
prepare—with students who have their exam 
on Friday given an additional few days to 
study,” said Specht.

Another aspect that could have been more 
thoroughly explained before exams was the 
Contact Time slots put in before and after each 
scheduled day of testing. 

Some students didn’t understand that they 
necessarily needed to be at school during 
morning Contact Time slots, rather than being 
allowed to spend their time elsewhere. 

Junior Regan Armstrong said, “It’s stupid 
that they give you unexcused absences for not 
showing up to the Contact Times if you aren’t 
requested.” 

With more communication between some 
students and teachers, the contact times could 
possibly have been more beneficial. 

“I really liked the addition of Contact Times 
throughout the week,” said Specht. “It allowed 
for opportunities to help students with specif-
ic questions, as well as catch-up with students 
who had missing work.”

“I think the Contact Times are great for 
students who are seeking additional help and 
need more time,” said junior Mason Lee.

 “However, for some students it’s just drag-
ging out [more time at school] over a week for 
no reason.”

Many might agree with Specht when she 
said that: “I do think the new schedule is a 
change in the right direction, but I think there 
are a lot more discussions to be had as we 
work out some of the problems in the system.”

The new system is not without crituqe, but 
hopefully those critiques will improve the 
spring iteration.

With a few minor touch-ups and changes 
added into the finals schedule going into se-
mester two, students and staff will perhaps be-
come more comfortable with this format.

“I really liked the addition of 

Contact Times.”

Instructor Catrina Specht 

“... It’s just dragging out [more time 

at school] over a week.”

Junior Mason Lee
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“Learning to be an 
adult, paying taxes.”

Willy Arce
Grade 10

“None of them.”

Logan Lezotte
Grade 11

“Just two years of 
English.”

Garrett Helwig
Grade 12

“Dollars and Sense.”

Tyler Schaubroeck
Grade 9

What classes 

do you think 

should be 

mandatory?
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“Critical thinking 
classes.”

Catrina Specht
Staff

Value is found in leaving comfort zone
Reed Christian

Columnist
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Sydney Williams
News Editor

Phy Ed requirements need some changes

See PHY ED w Page 6

Up until a year or so ago, I had 
listened to exclusively classical mu-
sic. That is, art music from circa 
1500s-1950s. You could call it an 
obsession, and certainly I considered 
Tchaikovsky my idol for quite a long 
time. Bach and Mozart were gods, 
Beethoven was king, Stravinsky and 
Shostakovich and the rest were just as 
delightful.

And I still listen to classical mu-
sic, enjoying it more than perhaps 
any genre. However, several months 
back, I started actually listening to 
this “Beatles crap” my dad would put 
on in the car, and I began to like it. In 
fact, I began to love it. 

It was probably the movie Pulp Fic-
tion that finally opened me up to what 
pop music could do. That movie has 
what I still consider to be the greatest 
pop soundtrack of all time, and most 
of the songs used are still favorites of 
mine.

I still hate a lot of pop music, in-
cluding the dreaded hip-hop. Howev-

er, recently, I received a little guide as 
to how to get into it, and here’s hop-
ing maybe I’ll be able to open up to 
even more genres. The guide started 
out with the album Charlie Parker 
With Strings, which obviously isn’t 
hip-hop. However, as quoted by the 
person that gave it to me, “I’m going 
to start with the instrumental stuff first 
because I think if you see the musical 
foundation first, you’ll then be more 
comfortable with it once you add lyr-
ics on top of it.” 

The sound of Charlie Parker’s saxo-
phone makes me hate myself for miss-
ing this during half my childhood. It’s 
smooth, confident and doesn’t miss a 
beat. 

There is an obnoxious oboe solo 
every single song which adds nothing 
to the album, but I think I love it just 
for the Charlie Parker solos. There are 
18 albums in the little primer, and if 
the rest are like this I’m so excited. 
Excited that I’m exploring new mu-
sic, sounds that I haven’t heard before 
and never expected to like.

It may sound so incredibly obvious, 
but to discover something new that 

has been sitting in front of you your 
entire life is perhaps the most exhila-
rating experience of all. 

I wake up every day, anticipating 
what music I’ll listen to - will it be 
Miles Davis, Charlie Parker or the 
Beastie Boys? All I know is that there 
is nothing better for your mental prog-
ress than trying something different 
than you’re used to.

So go out there and try it! If you 
think you hate classical music, may-
be listen to something other than Mo-
zart’s Eine Kleine Nachtmusik or Bee-
thoven’s Symphony No. 5. 

Who knows? Maybe it’s not for 
you, but maybe it’s a new path that 
you haven’t even glanced at yet. 

While I’m talking about music, this 
of course applies to nearly every field 
or topic imaginable. 

Not a fan of older movies? Try 
some Chaplin films. Can’t get into 
history? Check out books on the Great 
Depression. 

In the end, choosing to explore a 
topic more in depth is sometimes hard, 
sometimes easy, and always expands 
your mental capacity and health. 

Should gym class be mandatory for 
high school students?

At Waunakee High School, every 
student is required to take 1.5 credits, 
or 3 semesters, of gym class in order 
to graduate. One of these semesters 
can be taken online during the sum-
mer. This includes everything from 
dodgeball, swimming, weight lifting, 
or running. But should it really be 
mandatory? 

The argument for including gym 
class in schools is that it helps stu-
dents learn to exercise and develop 
a habit and a more healthy lifestyle. 
And while I don’t disagree that peo-
ple should maintain a healthy lifestyle 
through exercise and healthy eating, I 
just believe that it shouldn’t be neces-
sary for school. Three semesters may 
not seem like a lot, but that is more 
opportunity for students to learn about 
other things that may be of interest to 

them, or take more classes that could 
help them out in the long run. I would 
use that extra space to take more class-
es of interest, for example, my senior 
year completely filled up of classes, 
and if it weren’t for that last credit of 
gym that I need, I could take another 
class of interest. 

One could argue to drop study halls 
or classes deemed ‘easy A’s’, and I 
would but unfortunately I’ve never 
taken a study hall and don’t plan on 
starting next year. I also am taking 
a few quotes on quote easier classes 
to balance my schedule out. I firmly 
believe that for students that have a 
more academic interest or wish to take 
more electives, gym class just gets in 
the way of academic goals, and limits 
students’ freedom for choosing what 
they do with their time and energy. 

Another reason against forcing stu-
dents to participate in gym classes is 
that they will never learn to balance 
a healthy lifestyle if they have such a 
disregard for the class, and eventually, 

the idea of exercise overall. Overall, 
gym classes are not a healthy or ef-
fective way for students to develop an 
interest in their physical health. Some 
could argue that PE classes force stu-
dents unwilling to take their physical 
health into account, a guaranteed few 
hours per week of exercise. But I once 
again do not think that is beneficial. 
Students should develop their interest 
in exercising themselves, turn it into 
a hobby that they enjoy, not another 
chore they need to do to graduate. And 
the negative experiences that can oc-
cur in gym class can have long-last-
ing effects on the physical health of 
people well into adulthood. Negative 
attitudes in regards to PE classes can 
stay with people throughout their life, 
leading to negative attitudes towards 
physical activity such as lowered 
self-perception such as confidence, 
and a lack of interest in physical ac-
tivity overall. 
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our own pockets.”
- Nicolae Ceaușescu
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 Last month, the village board ap-
proved a new subdivision by Veridian Homes 
adjacent to Water Tower Park and Division 
Street. A key element of the approval was re-
quiring the extension of Division Street to cre-
ate a continuous roadway from Easy Street to 
Woodland Drive. 

While I support the extension to take traf-
fic pressure off of Madison Street and areas 
around Prairie Elementary (as well as reduc-
ing travel times for a number of different ar-
eas), there are some major implications of 
such a project for the existing sledding hill. 
Extending the road through in a straight line 
would result in a shrinkage or possible closure 
of the hill. 

In addition, Veridian is planning to expand 
Water Tower Park further east to include the 
current tree lined area. The addition would in-
clude a parking lot, warming house, and out-
door ice skating pond. While it sounds won-
derful, a road extension to reach these new 
amenities would split the park into two halves. 

Children would have to cross a busy roadway 
with limited visibility to reach the sledding 
hill. The road needs to be curved in an appro-
priate manner to allow for the parking lot to 
be located on the same side of the road as the 
sledding hill. Is dividing a park in half to put a 
road in a great idea? I do not think so, as Cap-
itol Drive will become a north-south through 
street just to the east of the expanded park. 
The Verleen Avenue neighbors have fought 
the road extension three different times, most 
recently in the 1990s, to save the hill. Now, 
with the way the process has gone and if the 
road goes straight through, the neighbors will 
have no opportunity to fight it without resort-
ing to a lawsuit. 

Another issue relates to the height and grade 
of the road. If it is built at a higher slope, less 
grading would need to be done, but sledders 
could be sliding into traffic. If it is built at a 
lower slope, a substantial (and costly) amount 
of fill would be required and a dangerous sit-
uation could occur if drivers slide off the road 
towards the bottom of the hill, directly into the 
path of kids sledding. In any case, it would be 
important to incorporate guard rails or some 

sort of berm into the roadway design to keep 
drivers and sledders from interacting in col-
lisions. Perhaps if fill is used, a tunnel could 
be placed underneath the roadway to allow 
sledders to travel safely under the road from 
the parking lot without having to deal with ve-
hicular traffic. 

Before Water Tower Hill became a park in 
the late 1960s, it was the site of Waunakee’s 
town dump. A number of long-time residents 
have been vocal in discussing what they be-
lieve is under the hill, including potentially 
a small airplane and other contaminated ob-
jects. A number of toxic chemicals that can 
cause cancer, including lead, mercury, PCBs, 
and DDT could potentially be located under-
neath the hill, as they were common in a num-
ber of products made prior to the 1960s. No 
one, including the village government, has a 
definite clue as to what’s really under there, 
but it could be anything. Older dumps often 
contain a hodge-podge of items, ranging from 
soda cans and beer bottles to old clothing and 
machinery parts. 

When in the course of human events, it be-
comes necessary for one person to dissolve 
the studious bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the 
other students in the classroom, the superior 
opportunity to learn and grow as entitled to 
them by proper schooling, a decent respect for 
the longsuffering of teachers requires that one 
should declare the causes which impel them to 
seek that superior opportunity through being 
allowed to select their own seats.

The bitterest setback in a whole semester 
might be when a student walks into class and 
sees the seating chart. Especially as students 
age, seating charts become more and more 
permanent through a semester, and teachers 
become less likely to adjust them based on 
student compatibility and optimal placement. 
Midway through my junior year, as a part of 
many classes where teachers leave seating 
charts the same for a quarter or more, I’m here 
to tell you that this is a bad thing. Students 
should be permitted to select their own seats, 
or at the very least, seating charts should be 
changed often. The quality of their education 
depends on seat placement. 

This shouldn’t be surprising, either. In my 
experience, teachers often place studious kids 

with the less studious ones, to facilitate con-
versation and a boost in learning for the less 
studious child. This is all well and good, and 
likely grade-boosting, for the less studious stu-
dent―but a punishment for the studious one. 
When students are allowed to pick their own 
seats, they of course sit beside their friends, 
and if they and their friends are inclined to be 
rowdy and not pay attention or focus then they 
won’t. If a good student is allowed to sit with 
their friends they will. Mixing the unwilling 
two has only ever served to irritate both and 
depress the learning of the attentive student, 
and minimally, if at all, improve the learning 
of the less studious student. And it’s not the 
attentive student’s responsibility to help out an 
unwilling classmate. That’s the teacher’s. 

Further, when a classmate is uncommunica-
tive, it slows those around them down. Most 
classrooms work in pod format―especial-
ly important and often difficult core classes 
like math and English. These classes require 
a great deal of group work. In English, fasci-
nating discussions become weighted with un-
responsiveness. Students who find the topic of 
debate interesting are shut down and unable 
to really explore the topic because they have 
no one to talk with―and even if they keep 
talking, they become in danger of monopo-
lizing the conversation with their unopposed 

opinions. Then, even worse for group work is 
math class. The math curriculum at Wauna-
kee High School almost completely relies on 
group work with four students, each tasked 
with a certain role designed to maximize 
group work efficiency… and you just know, 
based on the beginning-of-the-year lectures 
handily provided by each math teacher, that 
the teachers get together and have meetings on 
the “benefits and importance of group work.” 
We get it! It is “good for us.” But when a math 
teacher hands me and three other clueless in-
dividuals a five-page packet and we have no 
idea what to do―what’s the point? We may 
not learn anything at all―or worse, teach our-
selves the concept in an incorrect manor that 
will harm our future learning.

In the end, seat placement seriously im-
pacts student learning, from suppressing their 
cognitive capabilities to damaging their actual 
learning of material. If students were allowed 
to pick their own seats, learning would be-
come a much more self-accountable thing. Let 
the students who wish to learn, learn. Let the 
students who don’t wish to learn figure it out 
on their own. And above all, please don’t give 
me a complicated new mathematical concept 
and expect me to figure it out with three oth-
er students who also have zero idea of what’s 
going on.

See VILLAGE CORNER w Page 6
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Strong Opinions? express them.
The Purple Sage accepts letters 
to the editor from students, staff, 
or community members. 

Letters should be 250 words or 
less, signed and delivered to 
room 1502. These letters will be 
published in the Opinion section.

The Purple Sage aims to provide 
a forum for free and responsible 

expression of student opinion. As 
such, students of ALL opinions 

are welcome to write guest 
columns. Anyone interested 

should contact Sam Kaufmann at 
21kaufmannsa@waunakeecsd.org.

Valentine’s Day is the best holiday of the year
Katherine Ikaunieks

Columnist

VILLAGE CORNER
wContinued from page 5

Valentine’s Day is the best holiday, because 
the true meaning of it hasn’t been lost. Valen-
tine’s Day isn’t a scam, and the people who 
believe it is are just making excuses for why 
they didn’t purchase a gift. The holiday on 
February 14th once was for the death of St. 
Valentine, but the new, modern meaning of 
Valentine’s Day is much more positive and 
carefree. Everyone loves getting cheesy love 
lines in a cheap card and sugary candy from 
either a classmate they don’t know, or some-
one they care about. 

It’s a really fun holiday, especially when 
you get those delicious candy hearts that are 
just a few years old. While Valentine’s Day 
was originally a holiday about showing af-

fection which history may not have been all 
sunshine and roses, Valentine’s Day is still the 
perfect holiday to use your hard-earned money 
on chocolate and cards from Hallmark. People 
actually spend way too little money on Valen-
tine’s Day, with an average of $196 spent per 
American every year. In my opinion, it should 
be way more. Hallmark deserves more money 
from the working class. Last year they only 
earned a meager 20.7 billion dollars. Luckily, 
people should be spending more money this 
year than last year so that our favorite card 
company, Hallmark, should be able to earn 
more money! 

Valentine’s Day is also really great because 
it never pressures people who are single to 
find a partner, but only pressures the couples 
to break up. There’s only ever deals for single 
people and never couples, because relation-

ships have no value anyway. This holiday does 
have other positive traditions of course, like 
gifts. It never pressures anyone to get a great 
gift for their partner, because nobody is satis-
fied with a few small pieces of chocolate. The 
bigger the gift, the better. 

There are some flaws with Valentine’s Day, 
though: the day after, everything is on sale. 
Nobody wants nice chocolate on sale the day 
after the holiday. Nobody wants gifts that are 
from a holiday already past. Companies need 
to save the stuff left behind and put them out 
next year, because year-old candy doesn’t ex-
pire. Everyone would love to buy aged choco-
late and stuffed animals. Thankfully, that’s the 
only big flaw with the holiday. 

Overall, Valentine’s Day is the best holiday 
where we spend our hard-earned money on 
gifts, because we don’t want to show affection 
to a partner everyday. I think everyone needs 
to learn to love Valentine’s Day, because if we 
don’t buy into the gimmick of buying gifts for 
the ones we love every February 14th, then 
what’s the point? If we show love to the ones 
we love everyday, then Valentine’s Day will 
sadly cease to exist. 

Learn to love Valentine’s Day because it’s 
our only holiday that’s only about getting the 
best gifts for the ones we love. People just 
need to love this great holiday. So, spend more 
money every Valentine’s Day, because we just 
might have a limited number of them left. We 
need to keep Valentine’s Day alive.

As a result, a number of soil borings will be 
needed to determine what is under the hill and 
potential remediation costs. While it’s import-
ant to finally get some answers on whether or 
not a toxin cleanup is needed, it could eventu-
ally generate a lot of additional costs and clo-
sure (at least for a few months) of the hill in 
order to remove the hazardous materials. 

Overall, the road extension is a convoluted 
project that could potentially result in a loss of 
part or the whole sledding hill. 

The village and I both strongly back the ex-

No, I am not arguing that gym classes be 
removed from school forever. I am simply 
suggesting that they not be required. This way, 
students that have an interest in learning about 
physical health and exercising not on their 
own time, are able to take gym, and those who 
would rather use that time in other ways, are 
able to not take gym. Thus, I believe that gym 
class should be optional for students if they 
so choose to take them, but not mandatory for 
those with a lack of interest or need for them. 

PHY ED
wContinued from page 4

tension of the road because it will distribute 
traffic more evenly on local roadways; howev-
er, I refuse to support it unless it is curved well 
around the existing hill. That way, the entire 
sledding hill can remain intact as is and the 
new parking lot can be located on the same 
side as the road. The sledding hill is an im-
portant and unique amenity that has had a con-
tinuous presence in our community for over 
50 years. 

Preserving the hill is critical to provide a 
safe place where children can sled in the win-
ter time, as well as keeping one of Waunakee’s 
oldest public parks intact for future use for 
generations. 

Cartoon by Sammy Geraci

Waunakee’s Wokest Words
Disclaimer: The BEET 

editorial is strictly satire.



February 19, 2020 The Purple Sage Page 7

FeaturesSydney Schumacher and Tessa Pauls, Features Editors

Student Showcase

Tessa Pauls
Features Editor

Sydney Schumacher
Features Editor

Dreamers club helps their fellow Latino students

Spanish Honors Society had their yearly fundraiser this month

By now every student in Waunakee has 
seen one of the teachers or administrators 
wearing a blue t-shirt that says Los Soñadores, 
but why? What are the shirts for? What does 
it mean? Why do they all seem to wear them 
on the same day? Well Los Soñadores means 
dreamers in Spanish, and the t-shirts are from 
The Los Soñadores club. 

The club meets every Thursday during con-
tact time in Mrs. Hlavacka’s room. The club 
advisors are Christy Sheppleman, Monique 
Mobley, and Vanessa Hlavacka; however, 
many of the teachers and administrators wear 
the shirts on Thursday’s to show their support 
of Latinx Students at Waunakee. 

The teachers want the students to know that 

they stand with them in chasing their dreams. 
The t-shirts have a slogan on the back, and 
it has become their mission statement, “No 
dreamer is too small, no dream too large.”

Not only does the club have a great message 
and support from the school, they are doing 
amazing things for themselves and their com-
munity. They work on increasing their leader-
ship abilities by going to workshops at Centro 
Hispano, they visit colleges such as Edgewood 
and MATC, and they visited La Movida which 
is the first spanish radio station in Wisconsin. 

After creating the club five years ago, the 
students realized that they felt alone and mis-
represented as students. In the end they decid-
ed to create a mentoring program. The pro-
gram has grown immensely since its creation 
five years ago, and students work together 
with people from fifth to twelfth grade. 

One of the most impressive things the club 
has done, happened just before this school 
year in August. Eleven current student mem-
bers and alumni of the club hosted a profes-
sional development meeting. Over 70 staff 
members attended the meeting that was on 
working with Latino students and building 
culturally competent classrooms. The feed-
back was outstanding and only inspired them 
to do more. On a meeting to meeting basis 
the club discusses identity, ethnicity, how to 
be an activist in their community, and how to 
deal with racism. This club was born out of 
the need for representation for the very small 
Latino population in Waunakee. The club has 
a bright future, and over time they will accom-
plish and make many more strides for not only 
the Latino population in Waunakee, but for the 
community they are living in.

Tessa Pauls
Features Editor

Just like always the Purple Sage chooses a club, person, or organization at this 
school to highlight each month. As this month is February, which means black his-
tory month, we chose to highlight the Black Student Union at Waunakee. Wauna-
kee is a predominantly white school, so many students don’t know that this club 
exists, and the ones that do don’t know a lot about the club or what they do. The 
Purple Sage interviewed one of its junior members, Izzy Moore.

Purple Sage: How many members are there?
Izzy Moore: There are about 10-15 students
PS: What is the goal of this club?
IM: The goal is to spread awareness to Waunakee high school about black 
culture and having a safe environment for black students.
PS: What is your favorite part of being in this club?
IM: My favorite part about being in the club is that the people are super sweet
and supportive and it’s just positive vibes to go to.
PS: When was it created?
IM: It was created fall of 2019
PS: Who are the club advisors?
IM: Mr. Murphree and Mr. Wheeler
PS: What are some of the things you guys have done?
IM: So far we went on Channel 3, talked to the school administrators, gave black history 

facts on the announcements for black history month, and some fun activities we did as a group.
PS: Who should join this club, and how would they?
IM: Anyone who wants to help Waunakee become a better place for black students, and they 

join by coming into Mr. Murphree’s contact time on Tuesday.

Photo submitted by Izzy Moore
Members of the Black Student Union pose for a group photo. 
This club is one of the newest clubs at Waunakee High 
School. 

To replace the valentines that everyone used 
to send to each other in elementary school, a 
high school club sells sodas with a promise of 
delivery on February 14th. 

Every year the Spanish Honor Society sells 
crush sodas in February in preparation for Val-
entines Day. Students can see their advertise-
ments hanging up all around the school, each 
poster gives a short description of what the 
sale is all about. 

The cost is a dollar per soda. All a student 
needs to do is go to the Spanish Honor Soci-
ety’s table during lunch or mention to a mem-
ber when they come around to ask if anyone 
wants to send one. Then choose the desired 

color you want, who you want to send the 
soda to, and write a note to whoever you are 
sending it to. The sodas are then delivered on 
Valentine’s Day. 

The Spanish Honor Society sells sodas that 
have three different colors, these colors rep-
resent other meanings beyond just their fla-
vor. Orange is for a friend, pink is for love, 
and purple is from a secret admirer. However, 
most students just choose the color they will 
send based on what flavor they want.

The Spanish Honor Society is a club fund-
raiser, the money raised is used within the 
club so students can participate in service and 
cultural excursions that pop up throughout the 
year. Students in SHS also help sell the sodas 
to earn service hours and every year it is a big 
success.

Photo by Sydney Schumacher
The flyers hanging around the school promoting 
the Spanish Honor Society’s sale. 
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Purple Sage’s Guide to the Heart

Valentine’s locales
Payton Margenau

Reporter

Valentine’s over the years

Valentine’s 
Survival 
Guide

Valentine’s season is upon Waunakee High School, and 
people need a place to celebrate with their special someone. 

Waunakee doesn’t have any high-class establishments 
quite yet (unless a Culver’s butter burger counts as classy), so 
driving somewhere is almost always necessary. However, if 
a person looks around Middleton or even Madison, they can 
find somewhere perfect for Valentine’s Day. 

One place to go is Fresco, it is located on State Street in 
Madison, and couples can dine with a view of the capital. The 
menu is rather pricey, so you need to come prepared.

A less expensive place that still offers wonderful food is La 
Kitchenette in Madison. It provides authentic French cuisine, 
and it’ll save your wallet. 

A dinner date might be the most conventional Valentine’s 
day go-to, but for the more adventurous souls there are things 
like minigolf, bowling, ice skating, and the movies. A great 
place to go golfing is Vitense Golfland, seeing as it offers both 
indoor and outdoor golfing. Bowling can be done right here in 
Waunakee with Waunabowl. And you can ice skate on open 
skating nights at the Ice Pond. 

No matter where you decide to go on Valentine’s day, these 
are and fun great options.

Valentine’s Day. A warm and fuzzy, adorable and cuddly, cheesy and terrible, gag-reflex-inducing day 
that rolls around once a year as a reminder to all the single folks that they are unloved and alone. But even 
if you are in a relationship, this day places too much pressure on couples to be romantic for it to be a fun 
holiday. So, how do people cope?

If you’re single, don’t be depressed. Enjoy the lack of expectations; nobody is nagging you about 
dinner reservations or evening plans, so why not just throw on some pajamas, grab an entire tub of ice 
cream (it’s a holiday, so calories don’t count) and plop your lovable butt down on your couch to watch a 
movie? Avoid romcoms and cheesy love stories, and don’t even go near the Hallmark channel. Put on a 
killer action movie like Iron Man or Terminator and relish in the explosions and intense, edge-of-your-seat 
dramatic fights. 

If you’re not into that kind of thing, you have other options: get over it and watch action movies any-
way, because explosions are awesome, or try out some self-care. Take a long, relaxing bath and use all 
the random products sitting around your bathroom. What the heck is bath oil? Who cares! Use it! Figure 
out how to put that goopy face mask on. Use that bath bomb. Sprinkle flower petals and glitter in there. 
Whatever makes you happy, man. Play relaxing yoga noises in the background or blast Eminem so hard 

it makes ripples in your sparkly water--whatever music fits The Mood the best. Or, if you’re an absolute 
sociopath, you can sit in silence and risk dwelling on that one time you told that McDonald’s employee to 
enjoy their meal, too.

If you’ve got a date for Valentine’s Day, you could be boring and awkward and cliché and go out for 
dinner and a movie. That’s perfectly fine. But if you really want the night to be memorable, go on a small 
adventure. Go ice skating. Take a walk through the woods and cling to each other when you hear the wind 
whistle above you (but don’t go off the path and don’t separate; you don’t want to be those people at the 
beginning of a horror movie). Go to an escape room and pretend to be a detective from the ‘40s. Drive to 
the lake and take a walk across the frozen water--just know that we at Purple Sage cannot be held liable 
if you fall in. Have fun and enjoy your night without putting too much pressure on it to be romantic or 
special.

When all’s said and done, Valentine’s Day is just another day of the year. Whether you’re single, taken, 
or it’s complicated, do something that will make you happy. Don’t sit around and mope because she didn’t 
text you back, or he didn’t pick an expensive enough restaurant. Have some fun. Live your life a little. 
You’re only young once.

Whether you’re spending February 14th eating ice cream and watching rom-coms, 
hanging out with friends, or having a date night, Valentine’s day has changed in many 
ways over the years. These changes in tradition have happened because of many different 
things, and it reflects how people see relationships and how they show affection to one 
another. 

To begin with, formal messages or valentines started appearing in the 1500’s, but 
weren’t commercially printed until the 1700’s. These messages were commonly shown 
with Cupid, the Roman god of love, on them. Some other common images on these val-
entines were birds and hearts. While it is common now to receive a valentine online like 
“I’ve never Cena prettier face” with an image of John Cena on it, traditional valentines 
are still used to this day. 

If you don’t receive a gift this Valentines day don’t feel bad about it, gift giving on 
Valentine’s day only became popular in 1868 when the Cadbury chocolate company cre-
ated “fancy boxes” filled with fancy chocolates. After these chocolates were traditionally 
given on Valentines day, the ritual of giving gifts to your loved one(s) on Valentines day 
soon followed in the later half of the 20th century. So don’t worry if you don’t receive a 
box of chocolates or flowers this Valentines day, a French maiden in the south of france 
would have never gotten anything on valentine’s day except a five word card and a peck 
on the cheek from her farm boy lover. 

Valentines day has changed from a strictly romantic celebration to a day for all import-
ant relationships that people care about. Sending cards to your friends or loved ones in 
your family is a common tradition on Valentine’s day as well. This can be seen as well in 
elementary schools when children hand out valentines to their classmates and teachers. 
Looking back, most can all remember hurriedly filling out card after card the day before 
Valentines day to hand out in class to friends. 

Although many traditions have changed Valentine’s day is a holiday of love and loving 
those that are close to you, so whether it’s spent with your friends or the one who gives 
you butterflies in your stomach, be sure to enjoy this Valentine’s day!

About 36 mil-

lion chocolates 

will be sold on 

Valentine’s 

day 

About 50 mil-

lion roses will 

be bought on 

Valentines day. 

Medival girls so
me-

times ate strange 

foods to get them-

selves to dream of 

their future hus-

bands

King Henry the Eighth declared Valentines Day be a holiday in 1537

Red roses are 
a symbol for 
Valentines Day 
because they are 
Venus’ favorite 
flower 
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Top 5 movies directed by female directors
Stella Birrenkott

Entertainment Editor

Female directors often don’t receive as many 
opportunities as male directors in the film indus-
try, but this is evolving. These aren’t the defini-
tive top five movies directed by female directors, 
but they are worth checking out. 

1.Little Women
Greta Gerwig’s adaptation of Louisa May 

Alcott’s classic story is brilliant. Little Women 
premiered on December 25th 2019 in theatres. 

2.Booksmart
Olivia Wilde’s Booksmart tells the story of 

two academic overachievers who try to experi-
ence four years of high school fun into one night 
before they go off to college. Their booksmarts 
never prepared them for this. 

3.The Farewell
Lulu Wang’s The Farewell tells the story of 

a family returning to China to say goodbye to 
the family matriarch, who doesn’t know she is 
terminally ill. 

4.Lady Bird
Greta Gerwig’s Lady Bird tells the story of a 

nurse and her relationship with her strong-willed 
teenage daughter, played by Saorise Ronan. 

P.S. I Still Love You extends a story
Anna Alfred

Columnist

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before: P.S I Still 
Love You starts from exactly where To All the 
Boys left off, the official beginning of Peter 
and Lara Jean’s relationship. The movie be-
gins with the first date between the new cou-
ple, Peter and Lara Jean. 

Things are seemingly going well- that is 
until later on in the story, Lara Jean receives 
a letter in the mail, a letter from one of her 
past ‘letter victims’. This catches Lara Jean off 
guard and causes millions of thoughts seem-
ingly starting to creep up in the back of her 
mind, though she pushes it off, and continues 
to remain devoted to her boyfriend, Peter. 

Though, luck seemingly was not on her side 
when her problems suddenly started to get 
bigger. While in the midst of doing volunteer 
work, Lara Jean stumbles- literally, upon the 
very person who resent her a letter, John Am-
brose, who was the very last recipient of her 
infamous love letters that were sent out in the 
film before. 

It turns out, that John Ambrose had loved 
Lara Jean the time she had written that letter- 
though those feelings seemingly were “never” 
requited back- at least to Lara Jean or John 
Ambrose’s views. 

Luckily, these feelings still linger for John 
Ambrose- maybe this could be a time to regain 
Lara’s affection from Peter? Now with John 
Ambrose and Peter both competing for Lara 
Jean’s love, Lara Jean feels as if she's trapped 
in a never-ending lifecycle. 

Her inexperience with love isn't exactly 
helping the situation either. As Lara continues 
to meet with John Ambrose and with Peter, she 
knows that her days of “keeping options open” 
must end soon as she must ultimately face the 
person she rejects and the person she choses 
sooner or later. 

Struggling to handle her emotions, Lara 

Jean faces the true suffering of a love triangle, 
so will it be the jock Peter, or the quite nerdy 
John Ambrose? 

The movie did a good job of setting the 
overall layouts of the love triangle- though in 
my opinion felt a bit rushed. Lara Jean’s ulti-
mate choice was a bit too expected as well as 
foreword. 

Despite the movie already being roughly 
two hours long, I felt as if they could add more 
on how Lara Jean, John Ambrose and Peter 
felt- the lack of emotions shared with the key 
characters really made the movie seem out 
of place, and rather very driven to end with a 
clear ‘choice’. As any typical romance is, the 
movie spurred 

up more drama whenever and wherever they 
could as well, which created a ‘tacky feeling’ 
for the viewers. Although the movie may have 
had some flaws, it still shared a great story of 
the complicated topic of love. Source: IMDb

Source: IMDb

5.Selma
Ava DuVernay’s Selma tells the story of Mar-

tin Luther King and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 
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Source: IMDb

Repeat it
“Grandma’s Boy-
friend Paul” 
by Jake Ryan 
Flynn
This catchy song 
is equal parts 
comedy and seri-
ous pipes.

Source: IMDb

Skip it
“Do Flowers Ex-
ist at Night?” 
by Zell Steele Mor-
row, Oriah Elgrabi, 
Shereen Pimento.

This song wasn’t 
the best. 

John Mulaney hits Netflix
Sammy Geraci
Editor in Chief

John Mulaney is one of the funniest come-
dians working today. Every one of his appear-
ances on Saturday Night Live was episode-de-
fining and two of his standup specials John 
Mulaney: The Comeback Kid and John Mu-
laney: Kid Gorgeous at Radio City included 
some of the most memorable bits of standup 
comedy of all time. 

With his newest Netflix special John Mu-
laney and the Sack Lunch Bunch, the come-
dian goes in a more experimental direction. 
Instead of his typical sketch comedy appear-
ance or standup format, this new special sees 
Mulaney hang out with a group of kids called 
the sack lunch bunch in a format that satiris-
es childrens’ entertainment like Barney & 
Friends or Sesame Street. 

Mulaney’s interactions with the children 
are priceless, and if the show had only been 
sketches between him and the children, the 
show would have been hysterical. 

For example, when a child asks Mulaney 
early on whether the special is going for an 
ironic or sincere tone, Mulaney responds that 
it will depend on how the special is received. 
If people think it’s good, they are being sin-
cere, but if people don’t think it's good, then 
they are being ironic. Jokes like this are the 
best part of the show.

In addition, the special uses short interviews 
of the children and guest stars describing their 

odd fears as transitions scenes between set 
pieces which works very well with the format. 
These are unscripted and some of what the 
kids and guest stars say is pure comedic gold.

Unfortunately, the special also features 
many songs, which were not very funny. 
While the childrens’ entertainment format that 
the special satirizes also includes a gratuitous 
use of songs, they ultimately make the special 
feel slow and drawn out. During each song, a 
child actor typically takes the lead and John 

Mulaney’s role diminishes. 
There are many comedians who successful-

ly use songs to deliver their jokes from Weird 
Al Yankovic to Bo Burnham, but John Mu-
laney is not one of them. The songs in John 
Mulaney and the Sack Lunch Bunch don’t re-
ally serve as vehicles for jokes like many good 
comedy songs, but rather they elaborate on the 
scope of a funny situation established prior in 
the sketch.

John Mulaney is such a funny comedian, but 
his strengths lie in standup and sketch comedy. 

His newest special is an experiment and 
parts of it work well, but parts of it also do 
not. Hopefully, Mulaney will use this experi-
ence to build on his strengths in future projects 
because he is such a talented comedian.

Source: IMDb
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The 
Gnome 
Rating 
System

What it means:
 It was awful!

Recommendation:
Not recommended 

at all

What it means:
 It was okay.

Recommendation:
Not recommended

What it means:
 It was good.

Recommendation:
Possibly recommended

What it means:
It was great!

Recommendation:
Recommended

What it means:
 It was phenomenal!

Recommendation:
Definitely 

recommended

Greta Gerwig’s Little Women is lovely
Stella Birrenkott

Entettainement Editor

Greta Gerwig’s Little Women premiered on 
December 25th, 2019 in theatres. Little Wom-
en is a classic story about the March sisters 
written in 1868 by Louisa May Alcott. 

Jo March lives in Connecticut with her 
sisters Meg, Beth and Amy and her mom. Jo 
March is played by the incredibly talented 
Saoirse Ronan, who has also starred in Game 
of Thrones and Lady Bird. 

In previous cinematic and television ver-
sions of Little Women, Jo was played by Win-
ona Ryder (1994) and Maya Hawke (2017). In 
Gerwig’s Little Women, Meg March is the in-
comparable Emma Watson, Beth March is Eli-
za Scanlen, and Amy March is Florence Pugh. 
Their mother, who they fondly call Marmee, 
is Laura Dern. 

Jo March is an avid writer, Meg is an aspir-
ing actress, Beth is a talented pianist, and Amy 
is a painter who wants to be the greatest artist 
in the world. With their father away fighting in 
the Civil War, the March family donates their 
breakfast to poor families and catches the at-
tention of their wealthy neighbor. 

Their neighbor’s nephew is the eccentric 
Theodore Laurence “Laurie”, who is played 
by the wonderful Timothee Chalamet. Laurie 
becomes an instant friend to the March sisters 
and is smitten with Jo. 

The movie begins with the future, where Jo 
is living as a writer in New York City, Meg 
is married with kids, Beth is sick with scarlet 
fever and Amy is in Paris with their wealthy 
grandmother (played by the incandescent 
Meryl Streep), where she bumps into old Lau-
rie, who is traveling after Jo declined his mar-
riage proposal. Greta Gerwig has the movie 
go back and forth between the March sister’s 
childhood and their future, as they go through 
love, heartbreak, fights and illness. 

Greta Gerwig directs a beautiful, thoughtful 
cinematic adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s 
classic story. Gerwig also directed and wrote 
the screenplay for Lady Bird (2017), wrote the 
script for Little Women, and has a special part-
nership with Saorise Ronan. 

The phenomenally stellar acting and Ger-
wig’s directing allow this adaptation to take its 
place as one of the best. It’s taken home Acad-
emy Awards and has been a basis for some of 
the most brilliant rising talents in the film in-
dustry. 

Jo March believes that a woman is not com-
pleted by marriage, and her character is strong 
in the early beliefs of feminism. 

Gerwig and the entire cast’s talent, as well 
as the classic and beloved story of the March 
sisters, is inexplicably bright.

Source: IMDb

Source: IMDb

Source: IMDb
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The work you aren’t seeing at sporting events

Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

Whether attending a football game, a ten-
nis match, or a swim meet, fans watch and 
cheer for the participants. However, behind 
the scenes, managers have an important role 
on a team. “Managers aren’t the ones playing 
every night, but I think that the boys really ap-
preciate and depend on us,” said junior Emi-
ly Knatz, who manages boys basketball. “We 
give them waters, clean their towels, and help 
practices run smoothly.”

Managers “keep the team organized,” said 
junior boys basketball manager Lauryn Nach-
reiner.

Knatz and senior wrestling manager Lexi 
Lord grew up around the sports they now 
manage. “I’ve been around basketball forev-
er,” said Knatz. Her father, Coach Jeff Knatz, 
coaches the junior varsity boys basketball 
team. Lord’s father, Coach Kevin Lord, has 
been a wrestling coach at Waunakee High 
School for over ten years.

So what exactly do managers do? “We have 
to get to practice early and fill up waters and 
get the gym set up,” said Knatz. “On game 
days we get waters, film the games, and keep 
track of who goes in and when.”

“Our responsibilities are to get water, keep 
stats, and fold uniforms/warm ups,” said Na-
chreiner.

“We normally have one or two coaches in a 
corner during a match at tournaments and two 
to three managers. During that time coaches 
are fully able to concentrate on the match, 
while us managers keep score and record the 
matches,” said Lord.

No matter what sport they manage, Wauna-
kee managers appreciate the camaraderie they 
have with their fellow managers and team. 

“I love being with the other managers like 
Ceci and Lauryn everyday,” said Knatz. “I 
also enjoy being with the team. We aren’t the 

 Featured Manager of the Month

Lexi Lord
Photo submitted by Lexi Lord
Interview by Ebba Harrison 

Wrestling

Purple Sage: When and why did you start managing wrestling?
Lexi Lord: I started managing wrestling my freshman year. I always planned on being a manager 
since my dad has been a coach at Waunakee since I was four. I’ve been to so many meets and saw how 
much my family loved the sport, so I knew I would love it too.

PS: What is your favorite aspect of managing?
LL: My favorite part of managing is becoming part of the team. Those are my boys and we’ve 
become such a close family after these last four years. Hanging out with them all the time during 
wrestling season is definitely my favorite.

PS: What are your main responsibilities as a manager?
LL: As managers we film and take pictures of all the matches, along with keeping book of every 
match. We also have managers at every practice to help out with anything the coaches or boys need.

PS: Describe your favorite moment you have had with your fellow managers.
LL: The managers always have manager sleepovers a couple times a year and this year we had one at 
my house. We played Just Dance on the Wii for hours and stayed up way too late, but it was such a fun 
bonding experience for all of us.

PS: Do you have any potential aspirations to be a wrestling manager in college?
LL: I am attending UW Oshkosh this fall and actually know a wrestling manager there already. I have 
thought about managing in college, but I don’t know if it will be the same as the friendships I’ve made 
on our high school team will last me a lifetime.

ones winning games but we are just as hap-
py when we win and just as upset when we 
lose. What makes it the most fun is the sense 
of “team” and being a part of it all.”

“Wrestling is probably my favorite time 
of the year and has been all throughout high 

school,” said Lord. “It has nothing to do with 
all the managerial duties that I have to do 
throughout the year, but what makes it fun is 
the team. Some of my best friends I’ve met 
through wrestling. Other sports don’t under-
stand how much of a family our team is.”

For the fourth year in a row, Waunakee 
wrestling earned a share of the Badger North 
Conference title. 

Junior Kolby Heinz (120) and senior Colton 
Grindle (170) were first place finishers.

 Three Warriors finished third: senior Nick 
Schweitzer (126), senior Berhett Statz (145), 
and sophomore Kaden Hooker (160). 

Junior Braysen Ellis (138), junior Daniel 
Ford (182), and freshman Jack Schweitzer 
(195) earned sixth place, while sophomore 
Jayden Freie (106) earned seventh. 

Rounding out top ten finishes are senior 
Kyle Wilcox (152) and freshman Gabe Gural-
ski (132), who both took home 8th place fin-
ishes. 

“The team has been very successful all 
throughout my high school career,” said senior 
manager Lexi Lord. “I am so proud of all the 
boys and all they have accomplished while I 
have been their manager. I couldn’t think of a 
better team to be apart of.”

Regionals took place on February 15. Re-
sults are unavailable for this edition.

Wrestling shares conference title

Photo by Lexi Lord
Junior Kolby Heinz stands on the podium at the Badger Conference wrestling tournament. Heinz took 
home first place.
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Boys Hockey
Record: 17-7-0
Conference Standing: Champions 
Beat Sauk Prairie 3-2 on February 6th to 
secure the title.
Regionals: 3rd Seed for Division 3, Section-
al #4
Thursday, February 20 at 7 PM vs #6 Cedar-
burg at The Ice Pond of Waunakee
Coming Up: Thursday, February 20 at 7p.m. 
vs #6 Cedarburg at The Ice Pond of Wauna-
kee
 
Girls Hockey
Record: 18-3-0
Conference Standing: 1
Regionals: Regional Finals - February 20 or 
21 (location and opponent TBD)
Coming Up: Thursday, February 20 at 7 PM 
vs Badger Lightning at Sun Prairie
 
Boys Basketball
Record: 14-4-0
Conference Standing: 1
Regionals: March 3, 6 or 7 (location and 
opponent TBD)
Coming Up: Friday February 21 at 7:15 PM 
vs Mount Horeb at Waunakee High School
Thursday February 27th vs Reedsburg at 
Waunakee High School
All games start at 7:15 PM
 
Girls Basketball
Record: 15-6-5
Conference Standing: 3
Regionals: February 25, 28 & 29 (location 
and opponent TBD)
Coming Up: Wednesday February 20th at 
Baraboo, tip off at 7:15 PM
Please look at the full story on Page 15 for 
more details. 
 

Winter Sports Update
Ski/ Snowboard 
Conference Standings: 
-Girls Alpine: finished 7th in the Wisconsin 
High School Alpine Racing Association 
Southern Conference (WHSARAS) with 34 
points.
-Boys Alpine: Finished 2nd with 81 points 
and qualified as a team for the State compe-
tition. 
-Girls Boarders: Finished 2nd with 90 points 
and qualified as a team for the State compe-
tition. 
-Boys Boarders: Finished 2nd with 82 points 
and qualified for the State competition as a 
team. 
State: Qualifiers for the 2020 Wisconsin 
High School Ski & Snowboard Champion-
ships on February 15-17 in LaCrosse, WI. 
Skiers- Sophomore Ava Ludwig will com-
pete as an individual at State after finishing 
the season third in the conference with 154 
points. Senior Gretchen Johnson will be 
competing as well as an individual, finishing 
the season ranked 21st with three points. 
The entire boys team will be competing, 
led by senior Lawson Ludwig, sophomores 
Reed Schuster, and August Johnson. Ludwig 
finished the season first in the conference 
with 240 points followed by Schuster in 
third with 101 points, and Johnson in ninth 
with 63. 
Snowboarders- Sophomore Calia Hinckley 
finished in ninth with 54 points and will lead 
the girls snowboard team at the State compe-
tition. 
Four of the top 10 finishers for boys were 
from Waunakee. Junior AJ Beery (3rd), 
sophomores Carsen Roepke (8th), senior RJ 
Urina (9th), and sophomore Ben Farnsworth 
(10th) will lead the qualifying team in La-
Crosse. 
 

Gymnastics
Conference: Saturday, February 22 at 
Waunakee High School. Meet begins at 10 
AM
Sectionals: Saturday, February 29 at Middle-
ton High School, Meet begins at 11:10 AM

Boys Swim 
Conference Standings: 2 in the Badger North
-Junior Luke Kobza-- 1 in 500 freestyle
-1 in the 400 freestyle relay team of Kobza, 
junior Paul Busse, sophomore Sean Shrader, 
and junior Zach Vinson.
Sectionals:  February 14-15 at Middleton 
High School 
-5th seeded 200 Yard Medley
-200 Yard Freestyle: freshman Ollie Mc-
Cook, sophomore Jack Kashuk, sophomore 
Ben Madonia, senior Tyler Schey
-200 Yard IM: Shrader 
-50 Yard Freestyle: freshman Nolan Wallace, 
junior John King
-100 Yard Butterfly: Vinson & Schey
-500 Yard Freestyle: Kobza, Busse, Mc-
Cook, & Kashuk
-200 Yard Freestyle Relay
-100 Yard Backstroke: Vinson, Schrader, & 
Madonia
-100 Yard Breaststroke: Wallace & sopho-
more Baylor Smith
-400 Yard Freestyle Relay
 
Wrestling 
Conference Standings: Co-Conference 
Champions with Baraboo Thunderbirds 
Regionals: Saturday, February 15th at Mid-
dleton High School. 
Please look at the full story on Page 13 for 
more details.

-compiled by Robyn Ryan

WHS remembers late basketball player
Ebba Harrison
Sports Editor

On January 26, legendary basketball player 
Kobe Bryant died in a helicopter crash along 
with his daughter Gianna Bryant. The seven 
others in the helicopter died in the crash as 
well.

Bryant played for the Los Angeles Lakers 
in the National Basketball Association, and 
his career spanned 20 years. Many people re-
gard Bryant as one of the best NBA players 
of all time. During his lifetime, Bryant had a 
profound effect on athletes of every sport and 
others as well. 

His death hit members of Waunakee Com-
munity High School hard. 

“I was very shocked when I found out about 
Kobe’s death,” said junior Sara Sowinski. “He 
was a very inspirational athlete that made an 
impact on a lot of people’s lives.”

“I was such a big fan of his. His dedication 
to getting better as a basketball player was un-
paralleled,” said Physical Education teacher 

and Waunakee girls basketball assistant coach 
Tim Decorah. “Not once in any interview that 
I saw with Kobe did he ever come across as 
being arrogant or conceited. Instead, he was 
quite the opposite, humble and confident.”

Bryant’s daughter was 13 years old when 
she died in the crash. Two of her basketball 
teammates were in the helicopter with the 
Bryants. 

“When I found out that his daughter, Gi-
anna, died in the plane crash too, I was even 
more sad because she was so young, and she 
had a big future ahead of her,” said Sowinski.

Despite his death, Bryant will be remem-
bered by fans and many others who have 
looked up to him as an idol. 

“I personally didn’t know him but have 
been a lifelong Los Angeles Lakers fan and a 
Kobe Bryant fan.  He played basketball with 
such passion, gave it his all.  He was a win-
ner,” said Decorah.

Bryant will be remembered by many 
Waunakee High School members who have 
been inspired by him as an athlete and person.

Photo by Sydney Schumacher
Freshman Ollie McCook races against his 
opponents.
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Olivia Thompson
Photo submitted by Olivia Thompson 
Interview by Ebba Harrison 

Jake May
Photo submitted by Jake May
Interview by Ebba Harrison

    Featured Players of the Month

Hockey Basketball

Purple Sage: When and did you start playing hockey?
Olivia Thompson: I started playing hockey when I was 6 years old. I have 
been skating since I was 3 however.

PS: Describe your favorite moment you have had with your team.
OT: My favorite team moment has been going to the state tournament all 3 
years and hopefully my 4th.

PS: What goals do you have for your team moving forward this season?
OT: My main goals, along with the team’s, is to make it to the state tourna-
ment and find success there.

PS: What has been your proudest moment of your high school hockey 
career?
OT: My proudest moment has been assisting the goal that sent us to state my 
junior year.

PS: Do you plan to play hockey in the future?
OT: I do not plan on playing in college, maybe club, but I wish the best of 
luck to those who are. It is an amazing sport.

Purple Sage: When and why did you start playing basketball?
Jake May: I started playing at around four years old, and I simply play 
because of my love for the game.

PS: Describe your favorite moment you have had in your basketball 
career.
JM: My favorite moment is beating Racine Park at their place for region-
als.

PS: What goals do you have moving forward this season?
JM: My goal is to always win conference and make a deep run in the 
playoffs.

PS: What has been your proudest moment of your high school basketball 
career?
JM: My proudest moment has been having a winning record throughout.

PS: Do you plan to play basketball in college?
JM: I do not plan on playing basketball in college.

As February comes to a quick end, the 
Waunakee girls basketball team has just one 
more game to play to finish the regular season. 
With a game against Baraboo, the girls will 
finish the regular season in the Fieldhouse. 
The Warriors are currently sitting in 3rd place 
of the Badger North Conference with a current 
record of 16-5 and win streak of two games.

Tip off for their next home game against 
Baraboo is at 7:15 on Thursday, February 
20th. It is Senior Night.

Girls basketball regular season close to wrapping up
Olivia Napadensky

Reporter

Sunday night football action has positive review
Robyn Ryan
Sports Editor

Good evening football fans and those who 
are just watching the game for the commer-
cials &/or halftime show. It is currently 5:36 
p.m. on Sunday, February 2nd, aka Super 
Bowl Sunday, and I am hereby stating my fi-
nal prediction for the big game. The champi-
ons of Super Bowl LIV (53 for those that don’t 
know how to read Roman Numerals… you’re 
welcome) will be the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
final score will be 32-28. (For the people who 
aren’t watching the game, the other team is the 
San Francisco 49ers.) My next prediction is 
for the MVP. I’m calling Patrick Mahomes. If 
he plays like he did against the Titans and Tex-
as… It’s game over. Well, that’s all I’ve got for 
pre-game. 

Here’s a brief summary of some notes I 
took mid game, though now know who won 
but… enjoy.

In the first quarter, the Chiefs received the 

kickoff and punted after three plays. The 49ers 
scored the first points of the night with a field 
goal, putting them up 3-0 with 7:57 left in the 
first. 

Chiefs go for it on 4th & 1, five yards away 
from the end zone and get a first down, fin-
ishing the run one yard short of a touchdown. 
Two plays later, Mahomes runs it in with 57 
seconds left. The first quarter score is 7-3 
Chiefs.

In the second quarter, Garapalo throws an 
interception, caught by Bashaud Breeland. 
This leads to 28 yard sammy watkins recep-
tion.A touchdown by 44 Juswaski with 5:05 
left in the second off a pass from Garoppolo 
ties the game at 10-10.

Now, the halftime show! My initial thoughts 
on Shakira were along the lines of “starting 
out strong… playing the guitar… killing it--
yaaas! Those hips ain’t lying, lemme tell you 
that. SHE DID NOT MISS A BEAT! J Bal-
vin looks like tin foil. Here comes Jlo, starting 
by ripping off her skirt. The outfit is a  leather 

bodysuit and some thigh high boots...Ahhh 
she turned around and I just had a flashback to 
James Charles at Coachella!

Shakira is back. Waka waka is a yes from 
me. 

Overall I thought it was a great perfor-
mance. They did an amazing job of incorpo-
rating the Miami/ Latin culture, and I am here 
for it! Weeks later, the video has over 122 mil-
lion views on YouTube! My verdict is 9/10. 
Now back to the actual football...

To be honest, I stopped keeping notes af-
ter halftime, so if you were not aware yet, the 
Chiefs won 31-20 and the MVP was Patrick 
Mahomes. 

Finally, my top commercials! 
3) Tide
2)Google
1)Rocket Mortgage 
If you haven’t seen these commercials yet, 

you are living under a rock. Please search for 
them on the internet if you don’t know these 
commercials… Until next year FNL!

Photo by Aimee Meeker
The Waunakee girls basketball starters get introduced in their home game against Sauk Prairie.
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Gnoel the 
Gnome 

is hidden 
somewhere 
in this issue.

 Try to find 
him.

Katherine Ikaunieks, Sage Page Editor

Look at your zodiac sign and find what other zodiac signs are 
compatible for you.

Aries
March 21-April 19
Eager,mindful
Saggitatius & Libra

Well, they’re eager 
and in the moment. 
This would be a stereo-
typical love story.

Taurus
April 20-May 20
strong, reliable
Caner & Virgo

Strong and reliable: 
they would be great 
to be with and a great 
friend. 

Gemini
May 21-June 21
curious, kind
Aries & Leo

Curious: adventure 
in their love life. Or 
daily life, wowie. 

Cancer
June 22-July 23
protective, natural
Taurus & Piseces

The perfect person, 
someone who cares 
about you, and doesn’t 
try too hard. 

Leo
July 24- Aug. 22
dramatic, social
Libra & Scorpio

Social and always 
partying, these people 
are probably living the 
high school dream.

Virgo
Aug. 23-Sept. 23
analyitcal, loyal
Cancer & Capricorn

Someone who is 
logical, which is awe-
some; also loyal to 
you which is also awe-
some.

Libra
Sept. 24-Oct. 22
social, fair-minded
Gemini & Aquarius

Someone who isn’t 
quick to judge, but 
which Shrek movie is 
their favorite?

Scorpio
Oct. 23-Nov. 21
brave, resourceful
Cancer & Taurus

This goes hand and 
hand and won’t be 
afraid of the unknown.

Sagittarius
Nov. 22-Dec. 21
funny, optimistic
Aries & Leo

With a funny and 
optimistic view, it’s no 
wonder why Sagittar-
ius are fun to be with.

Capricorn
Dec. 22-Jan. 19
serious, bold
Virgo & Pisces

With a personality 
like a Capricorn they 
want  the relationship 
to be a risky thing.

Aquarius
Jan. 20-Feb.18
original, early
Saggitarius & Aquarius

Aquarius has a per-
sonality, makes them 
stand out of the crowd. 
Who doesnt like that?

Pisces
Feb. 19-March 20
poetic, empathetic
Virgo & Scorpio

A soft soul, they un-
derstand and it’s just 
wonderful; as long as 
there is compatibility.

Clipart from horoscope.com

Valentine’s Day is in the 
air and while the can-
dy goes on sale; zodiac 
compatibility tests don’t. 
They’re free. Take a look 
at your sign and what zo-
diac sign you get along 
with, not just romanti-
cally. Find your true love 
with this real test.
Warning, this test does not determine true love.

Zodiac signs have been around 
since the dawn of time, basically 
since the first Shrek movie was 
made. Now look at these new 
and improved cards. Based off 
of tarrot cards, they’re saying 
the basics that everyone needs 
to know to find their true love 
and which quirky thing every-
one associates with. 


	February2020News
	February2020Opinion
	February2020FeaturesSinglePage
	February2020FeaturesSpread
	February2020Entertainment
	February2020Sports
	February2020SagePage

